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Proceedings of the oengai Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of*the Government of India Act, 1935. * 
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Thk Assembly met.in the Assembly, House, Calcutta, on Monday, 

the 17th April, 1939, 4-45 # p.m. 9 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Hmjuk, c.i.e.) 
in the (•hair, 9 Hon 'hie Ministgrn and 190 member^. 

Obituary Reference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Lad ies and gentlemen, 1 am sure the whole <)1 
Bengal is mourning to-day the great railway disaster and the shock is 
reverberating through the hearths and homes of Bengal. As you know, 
early this morning there w r aa a most serious collision between the North 
Bengal Express and the Dacca Mail. It has not only affected many 
families but has also affected this House inasmuch as one of our esteemed 
members, Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, Chairman of the Dacca 
Municipality, has lost his life as a result of the accident. Mr. Mazumdar 
wa% a man of genial and amiable disposition and, I am sure, his loss is 
a great loss to us all and to this Assembly, to the Dacca public, as 
also to the municipality of Dacca. On an occasion like this it is very 
difficult to give full expression to our grief. Before I conclude, how- 
ever, I must express the concern of the House about the grave injury 
which has been received by # Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee, anSther of our 
members. As soon as I got information, I took steps to send one of 
my officers to the Medical College Hospital who personally saw 
Mr. Banerjee and had a few words with him. The injuries ate really 
serious but I hop! and pray that he will recover. As a matter of fa^t, 
I am assured that lfis condition is satisfactory for the time being and 
unless any complications develop, will take a ^better turn. We are 
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really griev&l to hear of it and pray to the Almighty for his speedy 
recovery and return in our midst. Op an occasion like this it is our 
<juty f to rf^nvey our mournful message of sympathy .to the beje&ved 
famil/ of Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, but I believe \fi is also the 
unanimous wish of you all that we should express* our sincere oon- 
'dolence to all the families that may have suffered ip this disaster. I 
hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will^kindly rise ^n*your seats as* an 
expression of sympathy. * * * • * 

(All ipembers having risen in their seats). 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. % 

The ^occasion is really tmgic a>nd we sfiould not proceed. with the 
discussion of such a controversial Subject as the Calcutta Municipal 
(fimendment) Bill to-day. I, Jheref<>re, propose to ffdjourn the House 
now. 

Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th 
April, 1989, at the Assembly House, ('alcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly' assembled! * 
under the provisions of the Gover/iment of India AcJ* 1935 % 

• # # 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
tlie 18th April, L. ( )'W, at 4-4‘> p.m. 

# 

Present: 

« 

Mi. Speaker (the Hon'file Khan Huhadur M. A/.i/.vi, IIauuk, c«i.e.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hou’ble Ministerl and 214 members, * 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to A^hich ftral answer* were given} 

Few for X-Ray examination in Dacoa Mitfont Hoapital. 

*331. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURIl (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Depart- 

ment ajvare — * • 

• 

(/) that the charge of X-Hay examination in the Dacca Mi t lord 
Hospital is Rs 1G; 

(ii) that 95 per cent, of the examination tees is appropriated by the 
X-ltay Examiner of the hospital; and 

(m) that 5 per cent, only goes to the hospital fund? 

(b) 'Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether th£ X-Ray Examiner is a Government servant ; and 
(??) the reasons for the appropriation by him of a portion of the 
examination fees realised on account of examination in the 
# hospital ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are considering the desirability of reducing the charge for 
X-Ray examination? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bla Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (n The 

rates of fees charged in the department of X-Ray and EJectro- 
4herapeujies in*the Mitford Hospital and other State hospitals vary. 
A statement showing the scales of fees is laid on the Library tab)!. 
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(it) and (Hi) The Radiologist gets 95 per cent, of the fees .realised 
•from private patients, 5 per cent, being credited to "Government for tEe 
use. of machinery and consumption cfi current. Fees realised from 
EespifeJ itertients are entirely credited to Government. 

(b) The Radiologist is a Bengal Me&cal Sefvicef officer. He has 
the right of private practice and in accordance with the terms of 
appointment is entitled to the fees earned in private cases after neces- 
sary deduction made for the use of Government materials. * < 


(c) Yes. Further revision of the charges is under the consideration 
of Government. The Radiologist has been authorised to take reduced 
fees from private patients, provided fees p^Jable to Government are 


calciflatecj and credited at the prescribed rates. 


• Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the making of the X-Ray examination by the 
Radiologist in the Milford Hospital is considered to be his private 
practice ? ‘ 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDOl KHAN: So far as hospital 
patients are concerned, the Radiologist cannot chbrge any fees for 
himself. All the fees that are charged are credited to the Government, 
but if private patients are examined b\ him he gets 95 per cent, of the 
fees. # « 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he makes a differentiation in the X-Ray examina- 
tion between the persons admitted into the Mitford (Medical School) 
Hospital and the persons who come to that hospital for that purpose? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid >ou yourself have not been able to 
make any differentiation lie tween the two. You 'want to know: why 
should there be this difference between the two kinds of patients? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not think, Sis, that 
any differentiation is actually made. The Radiologist has been 
authorised Ho take reduced fees from private patients, in case he thinks 
it necessary and proper. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has given discretion to the Radiologist to 
say that this patient is a private patient and that patient a hospital 
patient? 

t « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF. BISWAS: Mia submission isAhid, Sir. In ^ 
his reply to questions (ii) and {iii ) he says that the Radiologist gets 
06 per cent, of the fees realized from private patients even if they go 
to the hospital for examination. The ‘object of my question i#\his— 
that even # if a patfent goes to dhe Medical School Hospital for the purpose 
of X-Ray examination wjiy should the Radiologist be allowed 96 pej 
cefct. of the fees? 

.• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is one of the condi- 
tions of his appointment. • 

Last Bengal Civil Servije (Executive) Examinatioff. 

•382. Rai Sahib KIRfT BttUSAN DASn (a) Will the Hon’U 
Minister in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be please< 
to lay on the table a statement showing — • 

(t) how many candidates appeared in t£e last Bengal (Ivil Servia 
(Executive) Examination ; * 

(ii) how man\^of them have passed; 

(in) how many of them have received appointments amongst — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 
m (2) Scheduled Cosies, and 
(3) Muslims; and 

(iv) the proportion of such appointments amongst them? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether there is any fixed rule for such appointments; and 

(tt) if so, whether the Government contemplate revision of thai 
i tile ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Khwgja Sir Nazimuddin): (m < , > .w. 

(it) 217. 

(iii) (1) 37. 

(2) Three candidates belonged to the minority communities and 
backward classes of whom 2 were Scheduled Castes. 

(3) 35. 

(ii?) Vide (iii) above. 

(6) (i) Yes, there are rules governing the appointments to the Pro- 
vincial Services. 

I do not know to what rule my hon’ble friend refers. 
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8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to answer 
(*) (w), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to'state what was the 
basis of giving appointments to these 37 Caste Hindus, 3 minority 
jomnfaniiies and 36 Muslims, out of the 217 candidates mentioned in 
J»e previous answer? 

• " 

The Hon’ble 'Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Competitive examination. 

•|, NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Were these appointments 

made iir the order of merit? 


• The Hon’ble Khwgja 8ir # NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, subject to the 

reservation of percentages for the communities concerned. 

A 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUf*TA: <111 the order of merit 
among the respective communities? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. ' 


Mr r MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ Me Minister be pleased to 
state out o*i 217, how man) candidate* passed from the Scheduled 
Castes ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Apart from the two who 

received appointments, there were no other Scheduled Castes candidates 
among the 217 who qualified. 


National Electrification Scheme. 

*333. Mr. tIATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in (barge of the Commerce and labour Department 
aware thaWthe Ilon’hle the Finance Minister in the course of a discus- 
sion declared in the Assembly in September, lf)37, that a National 
Electrification Scheme w r as under preparation? 

(b) If the. answer to (tf) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a cojn of the scheme? 

(r) If no scheme has l>eeu prepared, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

<(/) when the scheme will materialise; and 
(it) when will it be [>ut into operation ? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COfclMEROE and LABOUR 
MPARTMENT (ti|e Hon'ble Mr. H. *S. tuhrawardy)'. (a) No, 

] am unable to trace any such .statement by the Hon’ble the Finanoe 
Minister. 

(b) Dees not .arise. 4 

( c ) For the information of the House I may state that an investiga- 

tion by a special officer is now in progress aiyl his report is expect Id 
to be teceived shbrfly bv Government. • § 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he can tyice the statement by himself on the # subject 
in which he said that the question of nationalisation of electrification 

schemes would be undertaken bv^this (rot eminent next vear? 

# * 

Mr.*8PEAKER: That question does not arise here. 

Two bunds in kotwali polioo-station tn a Dinajpuf district. 

*334. .Mr. NI£HITHA N*ATH KUNDU • (a) Is the Hou’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that several hundred tenants of villages. Hussainpur, A bod pur, 
Sudra, etc*., in police-station Kotwali, Ganpar&nfpur in 
Dinajpur, applied for repairs of two hands existing from a 
long time; and 

(u) that breaches in these hands are devastating every year an area 
of alxnit 50 square miles ? 


(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’hle 
Minister be pleased* to state what stei>e, if auy, do the Government 
propose to take to prevent damages caused to the tenants and failure 
of crops in the area? 

• (r^ Are the Government considering the desirability of taking imme- 
diate steps for the repair of the hunds? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon ’Me Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(e) Is it a fact that two Overseers were deputed separately by turn 

to survey the Reaches in the two bunds? , 

• * 

if) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

, (t) .what a*& their reports ; and 

(it) what was* the amount of the estimated cost for the repaid? 
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( g ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amou&t so far 
spent for ‘irrigation or construction or repair of bunds in the districts 
DinajpurP 


* MMNtfTER in charge o! the COMMUNICATIONS and, WORKS 
DEPARTMENT: (the Hon’ble Mahaibja 8rieohandra Nandy, of 
^Cotsimbazar) S (a) (i) Two petitions were handed over to me last $ear 
by the hon’ble member' himself. a, t , 

e ' 

(ii) I am informed that a total area of about 81 square miles is open 
to the spill action of the river Punarbhaba through breaches in the 
bunds* ' s 

(b) to (d) Government are not .responsible for the maintenance of 
private Iwnds , and enlightened opiniAn is that such bunds do more harm 
than good. » . • • 

The hon’ble member has already been informed that the restoration 
of the bunds will not ohly deprive the areas behjnd them of the benefit 
of free flu^hin^ but will also bring ruin Vo thy, river Purnabhaba by 
depriving it of itB spill areas which should, therefore, be kept 
unobstructed to the greatest possible extent. 

( e ) A preliminary enquiry was made by two Overseers of the Malda 

Section. The areas were also inspected by the Superintending Engineer, 

South-Western Circle, accompanied by the Executive Engineer, Nadia 

Rivers Division. 4 

* « 

(/) Does not arise in view r of my reply to (b), (c) and (d). 

(g) No irrigation schemes have been executed and no bunds have 
been constructed or maintained by Government in the district. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that of the two bunds one running by t lie west of the river Purnabava 
is recorded in the settlement record as an Imperial road? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, I am not aware of that. . 


Mr. NNHITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister has not 
replied to m\ question {b) which is ’‘if the answer to (a) is in the 
affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, do the Government propose to take to prevent damages caused 
to the tenants and failure of crops in the area” ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Government do not propose to <take any steps. 
Th^f is the meaning of the answer given. 
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Ilf. MI8NITHA NATH KUNDUs So, ye we to take that Govern- 
m#ni will keep silent over the matter even if it admits that 31 square 
miles .of area are being devastated by floods every year P 

• * 4 

In view 6f answer^ (g) that “no irrigation schemes have*\>een 
executed and no bunds have b8en constructed or maintained by Govern- 
ment in the district”, wilj it be possible for the Hon’ble Minister to. 

visit the area and formulate schemes for irrigation puiposesP 

• • • • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a request for direct action. 

Mr. NI8KITHA NATH KUNDU. Does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of visiting the area in order to cfialk out 
irrigational schenTes for thaj area* 0 

e 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazarr 

I may inform the honourabk* member That ^ilong with othej* districts 
we have got a list of irrigational schemes for, this particular district 
which are being examined by th^ department. 

• • 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. When can we expect these 
schemes to be prepared P 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think you are already tired of asking this 
question . 


Appointment of «fute Overseers. 

*335. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the total number of Ovei seers for the Indian Central Jute Com- 
mittee appointed by fbe Direetor of Agio ulture in the year 
1937-38 with a statement of their respective qualifications; 

(it) how many of them are Taste Hindus, Muslims and •Scheduled 
Castes; and 

(tit) how many candidates applied for the post of Overseers from the 
members of the Scheduled Castes with a staterrp»nt of their 
respective qualifications ; 

(b) Is there any appointment from the members of the Scheduled 

QastesP . * 

(c) If not, why* not P 
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MINISTER in ottarge <jf tha AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. tamiziMklHi Khan): (a) \i) 

Fifteen. A statement of their qualifications is placed on the table. 

* (&> CaSte Hindus ... 7 

Muslims ... 8 

Scheduled Caste t .... Nil e 

o c ^ 

(in) The appointments were made partly from the ‘meritorious passed 
students of Dacca Agricultural School and partly by promotion of senior 
and efficient Agricultural Demonstrators. The question of application 
from* outside candidates, therefore, does not arise. 


T b) Fo. 

( c ) There was no suitable Scheduled Castes man available either 
from the passed students of the Dacca Agricultural School or from the 
permanent Agricultural Demonstrators for promotion. (> 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) to starred question 
No. 33d, showing the qualifications of the Jute Overseers. 

i t 

(1) Babu Prithi lianjan Bhowmic — Matriculate; passed from the 

Secondary Agricultural School, Dacca, in the first division. 

(2) Maulvi Momtaznddin Ahmad — Matriculate; stood first in the first 

division among the successful candidates of the Secondary Agri- 
cultural School, Dacca, 1930. 

(3) Babu Pramntha lianjan Guha — Matriculate; passed from the 

Secondary Agricultural School, Dacca, in the first division. 

(4) Balm Sukhendu Bikash Dutta — B.Sc. ; proved efficient in Crop 

Census work. 


(5) Balm Kanti Prosad Mukherjee — Passed I.Sc. ; passed from the 
Dacca Agricultural School in the first division. 

((>) Babu (tanga Prosad Mukherjee — Retrenched Overseer in Class II 
of the Subordinate Agricultural Service. 

(7) Maulvi Md. Ismail Hussain— Retrenched Overseer in Glass’ll 

of the Subordinate Agricultural Service. 

(8) Babu Saila Ranjan Chanda — Plucked I.Sc.; passed from the Dacca 

Agricultural School. 

(9) Maulvi f Md. Hussain Ali Sarkar — Read up to I^A. ; passed from 

the Dacca Agricultural School in the first division. 

(10) Maulvi Md. Abdul Hakim — Passed Refresher course; promoted 
from Senior Demonstrators. 

(1J) Maulvi Haji Aiuinuddin Mian — Passed Re fresher 'course; promoted 
from Senior Demonstrators. 
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(1$' Maulvi Monowar Ali — Passed Refreshed course; promoted from 
Senior Demonstrators. 

• 

(13) Maulvi # Matiur Rahman Khan — Passed from Secondary ^gri 

cultural Schixjl ;• promoted from Demonstrators’ Grade. 

(14) Maulvi Moherak Ali— I ’assed Refresher course; promoted from 

9 Demonstrators’ Grade. - • , 

• • • * • 

(15) Babu Gopesh Chandra Roy Choudhury — Passed Refresher course; 

promoted from Demonstrators’ Grade. 

• • 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: With 'reference to answer { c ), .will’the 
Hon’ble Minister.be pleased to state how many candidates from the 
Scheduled Castes applied for the*posts*of demonstrator ? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. TAMI^UODIN KHAN: It apneurs that no out- 
aide applications wereaculled for, and 1 do *not think Jmt ♦hose who 
were already under employment applied at all.* 


Recruitment to Bengal Excise 8ervioe. 

*33% Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: {«) Will thc # llon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department he pleased to state whether 
there is a rule regarding lecruitment to Provincial Services which came 
into force in 1930 that no person whose age on promotion exceeds 40 
years shall he appointed hy promotion to any Provincial Service? 

(b) If the answer to in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister 1 h» pleased to lay on the t able a copy of the rule? 

(c) Does the rule Apply to the Bengal Excise Service? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the rule is being observed in filling up vacancies by 
promotion; and # 

(it) if not, what are the reasons? 

(e) Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) the number of vacancies in the Bengal Excise Service (Senior) 
since 1930; 

(tt) the number filled up by direct recruitment; 

# (ttt) file numbej filled up by promotion ; and ^ 

(tv) what was the^age of each officer on the date of suoh promotion? 
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MINISTER in charge tf the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): (a) Tee. 

£6) A # copy of the rule is placed on the table. 

(c) Yes. 


(d) , (i) Yes, generally. 
(ii) Does not arise. • 

(e) (j) 5. 

(It). 3. 

(m)«l. 

(iv) About 48 year* 


Exceptions are tnade on\y in special cases. 
% 


Rule referred 'to in the^reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 336 . 

The Bengal Provincial Services Recruitment Rules. 

i • 

V. (2) ( b ) Subject to the following exceptions no person shall be 
appointed by promotion to any Provincial Service whose age, on 
promotion, exceeds 4*9 years. ° 

i 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
realise that if the rule is not strictly followed, it will affect the officers 
who are below the age of 40 years? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. the rule says that only 
those persons who are below the age of 40 will be promoted. So if 
persons above that age are promoted, the cases of those under 40 will 
not come up for consideration before they are age-barred. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of argument. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the exception* 
stated in the rule? 

t * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you can find it out in the book. 
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Rate of land revenue in 

« 



•*37- Mwilvi ABDUL HAKlM: Will the Hou’hle Minuter in 
charge of th6 Revenue Department be pleased to state from* the* Hast* 
cadastral Burvey settlement records — 


4 a ) the namea*and nuihbers as recorded, of # all the revenue-paying* 
# * estates 4 >r* Urn; is (inc Riding khas r$ahais\ iw # the district of 
Burdwan ; 

( b ) the average rate of land revenue per acre for arable areas in 

each such estatf or tauzi ; and • 

• • 

( c ) the average rate of rent of tenants payable for arable jirearf in 

each estate or tauzi ? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) The Collecdor hus furnished 
a list of over 7,000 Umzis which 1 have irf the House # with me and 
which may be seen by any hon’ble member who wishes to do so. I do 
not think that the expense to Government of printing this list, would 
be justified.® • 

(6) and ( c ) As land revenue or rent is fixed for an entire estate or 
tenancy covering arable and all other kinds of land, no figures showing 
their rates separately for arabl ? areas are available* 


Excise shops in Dacca district. 

•338. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Wi tli reference to the state- 
ment laid on the table in reply to clause {a) (n) of starred question 
No. 162 on the 24th August, 1M8, is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Forest and Excise Department aware that the number of shops of 
foreign liquors, country spirit, opium, (/an ja bhant /, chants, toddy and 
pachwai settled with the Mussalmaus i* small in comparison with 
their population basis? 

(h) If the answer to («i is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons? , 

(c) Is it a fact that deserving Muslim candidates for all kinds of 
excise shops are available at the present time? 

(d) If the aiftwer to (r) is in the affirmative, what am the reasons" 
for not vending more excise shops with the Mussulmans? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
circular letter t<^ ail the officers concerned in the districts for settling 
shops wilk the Muw^lmunn ftT| d fixincr a oercentage according to tl^eir 
population basis? 
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The jfon’ble Mr. PRA^ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) Yes. * 

(b) Muslims in the past have not presented themselves as candidates 
lor excise shops in any considerable ntimber. 

* ^ The question whether there are deserving Muslim candidates or 

not is a relative one and is considered wjjen a vacancy occurs. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No. Experience has shown tkat Muslims *do not want shops 
associated with liquor or pachwai. Tan shops are settled by aiiotion. 
On account of the fixed-fee system very few vacancies occur each year 
for settlement with new vendors. The applications of Muslim candi- 
dates for settlement of shops will receive prefer consideration in future. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATlP BISWAS: With reference to answer (e), 
frill the Hon’ hie Minister be * pleased to state the reasons wh\ their 
applications were not considered before? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question has already, been answered. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W*ll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of inviting applications from Muslims and 
maintaining an approved panel of intending licensees? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request fcr action. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Muslim candidates for licences are increasing 
day by day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Honble Minister be pleased to state whether he is going to 
settle shops according to the basis of the population of the Muham- 
madan community or on the basis of the people addicted to drinking? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Monipur Agricultural Farm, Daoca. 

•339. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (*> Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department be jxleased to state — 

(i) the arable area in acres in the Monipur Agricultural Farm at 
Dacca; and 

(it) the kinds of crops grown in the aforesaid farm during a whole 
agricultural (financial) year? 
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^(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be please<|to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, veaf by year, for the years 1936-36, l53G-37, and 
1937-38 — 


(?) the gross income from all crops ‘grown in the farm;** •• • 

(??) the cost of productioif excluding the expenditure of pay of 
officers and office establishment ; 

* • * 

(m) # the area qf 4he farm in 4vhich jute was grown* 

{in the quantity of jute produced in this area; 

(r) the area of the farm in which padd\ (Ijoth nmtin and *?»/>) was 
grown ; and « 

(<u) the quantity of paddy produced in the said area? 

• • 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister, he pleased to # state — 


(i) whether manure was used in each yearMuring the years 1935-30, 
1930-37 an<^ 1937-38 in the aforesaid farm for the cultiva- 
tion of botl^ jute'nnd paddy Yrop§ ; 9 

(??) if so, what sort of manure was used; • 

(Hi) whjit was tjie cost of manure in each year ; 

( ic ) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm; 

(v) what w T as the gross yield and sale-proceeds of the sugarcane in 
each year; • . 

(in) what was the area of the sugarcane cultivation; and* 

(vii) the cost of production in each of the said years ? 


(d) What is the nature of the arable land in the aforesaid farm, i.e., 
whether mainland or char (riparian) land? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (,) 244 01 acres. 

(it) Aut, padd\, transplanted n/runi paddy, maize, jttar , n a pier grass, 
guinea grass, jute, sugarcane, tobacco, cowpea, flax, linseed, mustard, 
arahar, cotton, rhea, agava, altissima, English vegetables, cauliflower, 
cabbage, peas and tomato 

(bf A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (?) Manures w r ere used all the 3 years for jute but not, for paddy. 
The latter crop depends for manuring on the residual value of manures 
applied to jute and other crops in the rotation. 

(it) Farmyatd manure, lime, bonemeal and muriate of potash. ’ 

Rs. a. p. 

400 1 0 
269 5 9 
378 8 0 


(in) 1936-36 
1937-38 
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(w) Sugarcane was grojm for experimental purposes. 

(v) to (vii) A statement is laid on the table. 

( 4 \ Stiff soil of lateritu; origin typical of Madhupur Gurfi, area. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) td starred question No. 339; 
1 ' 

(») The gross income from all crops grown in the farm — 


« 

1035-36 

1936-37 

1937*38 


Rs. a. p. 

.. 16,165 0 3 
. . 16,525 9 0 
.. 20,113 7 3 


c t . 

(ii) The cost of production excluding the expenditure of pay 
of officers and office establishment — 


1935-36 

.. 6,490 4 3 

1936-37 ' . . ' 

. . 9,459 10 0 

1037-3S ' ... 

< 

. . 8,057 9 6 

(Hi) The area of the farm in which jute was grown — 

• ‘ 


Acres. 

1935-36 

8 *26 

1936-37 . . " 

.5 -60 

1937-38 

5 -50 

(»v) The quantity of jute produced in this area — 



Lbs. 

Yield— 


1935-36 

6,727 

1936-37 

4,875 

1937-38 

6,301 

( v ) The area of the farm in which paddv (both aman and aus) 

was grown — 



Aus . t 4ma«. 

1935-36 

.. 21 19 29-38 

1936-37* 

. . 40 -16 49 -81 

1937-38 

.. 34 -19 44 -65 

The quantity of paddy produoed in the said area — 

t 


Aus. Aman. 


Meta. are. M<ta. an. 

1935-36 

. 301 12 237 33 

1936-37 

. 696 26 .1,528 6* 

'*937*38 

. 388 8 870 0 
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^Statement referred to i n the rejdy to clause* (e)gr) to (rii) to starred Question 
* Xo. 339. 

(v) The gross yield and sale-proceeds of the Sugarcane in each •* #* * r 
year— 


Wd~ 

19J5-36 — 
Cuttings 
Our 

1936- 37— 

Cuttings 

Our 

1937- 38— 

Cuttings 

Our 

Value of a 1 Hive — 


1933-36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38* 


140,890 Nos. 
47,909 lbs. 

363,350 Nos. 
33,681 lbs. 


144,744 Nos. 
51,417 lbs. 

Rs. a. p. 

2,470 2 9 
2,106 14 3 
3,202 13 9 


(w) The area of sugarcane cultivation — 


193* -30 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 


Acres. 

8 -33 
1 1 06 

9 *86 


(vii) The cost of production in each year — 


1935- 36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 


Rs. a. p. 

2,957 4 3 
2,514 1 6 

3,350 1 9 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how t lie English vegetables, cauliflowers, cabbage and 
tomato were consumed, wdiether there were an\ sale-proceeds or the 
European managers consumed them*' 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise, and you are at liberty 

to surmise. - — 

• * 

• • 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to the statement 
in paragraph (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Governlnent would encourage this sort of experiment by which 
the cost of producfion of a crop is higher than the value of its yielcf? 

3 • 
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The Ijon’ble Mr. TAM^KUDDIN KHAN: My friend forgets that 

this is after *all an experiment. 

« 

„ Dj. H4LINAK8HA 8ANY/VL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the differences and characteristics of rhea, 
agava and altissima? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That, question doA not arise. * , 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to items (?) and 
(ii) of the statement, which relate to gross irymme and cost of produc- 
tion, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what *ia the cost of 
production including the pa.i of offio?rs and office establishment? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice, Sir. 

1 8ub-Trea$ury 'Officers and Treasury* Poddars. 

•340. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the present time the total number of — 

(?) Sub-Treasury Officers (Hindu* and Muhammadans separately); 
•* , and 

(ii) Treasury Poddars (Hindus and Muhammadans separately)? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of separating 
the functions of the Head (Turks of the Subdi visional Officers from those 
of the Sub-Treasurers of stations like Madaripur? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 

the pay of Poddars? , 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, Nalini Ranjan 8arker): {<n (/) consisting at present 
of 41 Hindu and 1<S Muhammadan officers. The proportion is, hoVeveV, 
changing constantly with transfer of officers from one station to 
another. 

(ii) 109 Hindus and 9 Muhammadans, besides a hillman. 

(M and (c) No. , 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (a) 
(ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is pre- 
pared to consider the desirability of increasing the nutaber of Muslim 
Poddars P 
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Th* Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RANJaJsaRKER: Th^t k not my 

detriment, SiT. • 

Mauhri MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: \VH1 the H.m'ble NfiftTstv* be' 

pleased to state who appoints ^lie.-e INnhlar* Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAL*INI RANJAN BARKER: T|je Collector. 

. • • * • 

Representation by persons of Bhitarbund Union, Rangpur, # for non* 
acceptance, of rents by oertain zemindars. * 

o • 

•341. Kazi EMDAOUL HAQllfe: (,/>.!* the lfon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware thijf representations ly 
several persons oi Bhitnrbuml Union in*lhe Kprigram subdivision were 
addressed to the District Magistrate of Rangpiy\ Divisional Commis- 
sioner of Rajsbahi and Either executive authorities concerned, complain- 
ing about the refusal of certain landlords of fhe locality Jo a<4*ept rents 
with an interest of one anna and ,eess half an alma per rupee? 

(h) If t^e answer to (o> is in the affinnati\e, what action, if any, 
has l>een taken in the matter? 

The Hon*ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: t a) Nn 

(b) Hoes not arise. 

Nazi EMDAOUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'lde Minister 1* pleased 
to state whether any verbal complaint was made to the officers con- 
cerned by the persons who submitted the representations? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Reduction of rents in khas mahals particularly in the Noahad taluks in 

Chittagong, 

•342. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: ia) Will the Uon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether any 
reductions were made in the rents payable by tenants in any khas 
viahali in this province esjfecially in the Non had taluk * in the district 
of Chittagong, (hiring the present economic crisis? • ‘* s ***** 5 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state whether the reductions of any jiermanent 
nature, i.e., reductions in the rates of rent annually payable by tenant* 
wfcre mndfv in any khan mrthah especially in the said Noabad taluks jn 
the district of Chittagong? 
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( c ) If' such reductions live been made, will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge be pleased to state at what percentage the rates ot rent were 
so reduced ? 

*m , ^ •* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SI^CH ROY: (a) The rents of 
certain Noabad taluks and holdings of Chittagong fixed during the last 
revisional settlement operations were reduced in paitu*ular cases where 
they were considered to die too high. There wa.f ito reduction, else- 
where. 

(b) The reductions , of rents in the Noabad taluks and holdings 
referred to in (a) above were of a permanent mature. 

(c) The reductions were not made on any percentage* basis, but in 
accordance with the merits of each r case. 


Percentage of Muslims in Bengal Engineering Services. 

•343. Mr.* FAZLU.R RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications ami Works Department aware that the 
Muslims bear a low percentage to the total number of otijceis in the 
Bengal Engineering Services? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking steps for the increase of Muslim 
percentage in those services? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

fa) and {b) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact, with reference to answer (a), that the 
low r |>ereentnge of Muslims there is due to the very low percentage of 
Muslim passes as science graduates and engineering graduates? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That was one of the reasons. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government is considering the desirability, with 
' .Jerence to answer (6), of maintaining a proportionate percentage of 
appointments, as between the different communities in proportion, to 
the percentage of passes as engineering graduates? 


( The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cojttimbazar: 

No, Sir. 
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Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will | the Hon'ble Mipister be 
pleased to state if.it is a * fact that Government is considering tho 
desirability of importing noa-Bengali Muslims from outside the 
province to raise up the percentage ? , 


Mr. SPEAKER: How. does that question arise? 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In answer to question (h) f which 
asks whether (ioverrunent is considering the desirability of taking 
steps for the increase of Muslim percentage, the Ilon’ble Minister said 
“yes”, and I. want to kmtw whether it is a fact that Government ia 
considering the desirability of importing — 7- 

• • . . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please put your question in a correct form. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8H^ 8ANYAL: AH right. Sir.* My question is: 
what steps Government U contemplating in tins connection? 

The Hen’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

To appoint more Muslims. 

Dr. # NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the •llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a tad that Government lias fixed an/ minimum 
qualification for t lie, so technical posts? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, Sir; it is already there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If there is a fixed minimum 
qualification, will Government be pleased to at ate how it proposes to 
increase the number ot Muslims when they are not available in the 
provinee? (Gres ot “Many are available” from the Coalition 
Hunches, ) 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDR A NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I think, Sir, matters are improving. 

Maulvi ABDJJL LATIF BI8WA8. Is the Ilon’ble Minister awtifT 

that there are many Muslim engineer* who have passed out of the 
engineering college and who are out of employment at the present 
moment ? 

Mr. 8PEAKElf: That question does not arise. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIfJ BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that no . Muslim engineers, out 'of 
those who applied for appointment, have got any appointment? (Babu 
■NagkijdhS* Nath Sen: Simply because they are not quali$ed!) 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar : 

I am aware thaj increased number of l^fuslims are now taking engineer- 
ing (ourses nowadays and thereby qualifying thenlse^ves for appoint- 
ment in the engineering department. 

* 

MV. , ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Wil] «the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased Jo state whether he has been informed by me lit be rs of this 
House that there are nine Muslim graduates of the Sibpur Engineering 
(Adlege, who are sitting idle frv r want of employment ? 

Mr, 8PEAKER : That question does not ari.se. 

* « * * 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sjr, my question was whether the 
Hon’ble Minister has been informed - 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry 1 have to tell \ou that t hi ^ House is 
not the place where you can ventilate the grievances of individual 
candidates in this wa\ . You may ask ^'or information. I hope you 
realise tliat the purpose of putting supplementary questions is to elicit 
information. You could have asked for information generally; that is 
a different question: but to say “1 have got information from another 
source” and to ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is within his 
knowledge as to how main graduates are out of employment is not tbe 
correct form of putting a supplementary question. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 did not sa>* that, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give the total number of qualified engineers both aipongfit 
Hindus and Muhammadans and the total number of appointments in 
the respective communities? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

'i/cAn’t give en answer off-hand c 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: My question is whether the 

Hon’ble Minister has received the representation that was made? 

& 

< i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: It I arises in thi§ way, Sir, 
— ^because there is a *low percentage of Muslim appointments and there 
are so many qualified Muslim cifndidates sitting idle. 

• • •' # » ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: *Mr. Alylul Wahab Khan, I am afraid this is not 
h party meeting (laughter) in which you can discuss such matters. 
Question (h) rums thus: *“If the answer to ( ( 4) is in the affirmative/ 
ore tji# Govern man f considering the desirability of taking steps for the 
increase...” Now Government says “Yes.” So, how does your 
question arise out of this ? 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB VH AN: . Is the Hon 'hie Minister in a posi- 
tion to say whether he has got this information!'- — that \vas my 
question. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: II ow does that question arbie? 

• . 

Maulvi ABDUL LfcTIF BI8WA8: In view of tht* answer given 
by the Hon hie Minister that the low percentage of Muslim officers ill 
the Engineering Department is due, amongst many, to one of the facts, 
namely, that there is a dearth of Muslim engineers — with reference to 
that answer will the Hon'hle Minister lie pleased to slate whether it is 
a fact that the nine Muslim U.K.'s represented to him that they were 
not getting any appointment ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As J have already stated. Sir, that was one of the reasons at the time 
when these appointments were made. The position mu\ have altered 
in the meantime. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether the present Government has done anything to 
increase the number of Muslim officers in the Engineering Department? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

T&at depends on the number of vacancies which will occur. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware that, on account of the dearth of suitable 
candidates in this province, Mr. Hakim Ali, an engineer of the No rfh- 
Western Frontier Province, was imported to hold the post bf Principal, 
Asanullah School of Engineering, Dacca? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I hope you will 
remember that theyt appointment relates to the Education Depurtntmt 
and not to the Communication and Works Department, 
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Mr, ABtyUL WAHAB (<HAN: You are suffering from a phobia! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Exorcise us of it. 

* * r * * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAPDY : ‘Forgive him for his 

ignorance ! (Laughter. ) 

• « . * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I)r.‘ Sanyal and Mr. Abdul YVa*hab Khan,* may I 

appeal to ;\ on both to go and have your talk outside? 

« 

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8, *rat wm **l*Z*KZ BfRTOTfa percentage 

G& INSIST demand t ^rRrT SRI 

flFSRTO recruitment CTOS toR fa R? 

«. , t • «• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I don't think tliat.is jiossitdo. , 

« < 

Distress of the flood-stricken people of char areas in several unions in 

Mymensingh. 

*344, Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): tfl ) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge ol the Revenue Department aware — «. 

(i) that, distress amongst the flood-stncken people is still prevailing 
in the char areas such as southern pait of Itowha Union, 
Betmari Union (whole), Balairchar Union (whole), pait of 
I’akshiniaii Union, pait of Kamarerchai Union, llanndkara 
oi police-station Sherpur and Ulun llasuralgi (’liar Madhua- 
namapara and Dadhiramerchai oi Nnkhln police-station of 
Jamalpur sulxli vision (Mymensingh) and; 

(t/) that the cultivators are without seeds for the next harvest? 

(h) If the answoi to (a) is in the athrinative, aie the Government 
considering the desirability of advancing further agricultural lpansdo 
the jieople of those areas? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: <«) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

1 , * 

« 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: With reference to answer 
“No” in reply to question (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he means that he is not aware of any distress or of the fact 
thqt cultivators are without seeds or that there is po distress and the 
cultivators are not without seeds? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8l»lcH ROYs The reply i» 
■'No’ to question •(«) (if), namely, whether the cultivators are 
without seeds for the next harvest. 

• • * * ^ 

Mr. 8URENDRA *NATH # BI8WA8: May 1 know what is the 

reply to question (a) (i)? 

U|* Hon’ble Sit* BIJOY PR&SAD SINGH* ROY: * The reply to 
question (a) { 1 1 is so very obvious that Government did not think it 
necessary to reply to it separately. The main eoneern of my licyi mi ruble 

friend i* with question p/j (//> and to that my reply is “No”. • 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 certainly admire yeur intelligence hut* not the 
draft. • 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. In yieyi of the admission i>y 
the Hon'hle Minister that then* is distress, will lie be pleased to state 
if tlx* pi d icy which uifs enunciated b\ the # Hon’ble M wiisteT liimself 
early in thin session, namely, that Go\ erninent # must see that no !and» 

remained unsowed for want of money, still continues ? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH ETISWAS: Will thJ Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to enquire whether any lands are going utisowed in tbe district 
of Mymensingb, and, if so, whether Government would issue orders to 
give further agricultural loans? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No fresh 
enquiry is necessary as (»o\ eminent aie in daily touch with the 
situation. 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state if the procedure of the Government is to take report 
from the District Magbtiatc and distribute agricultural loans 
accord hi gly ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: That is exactly 
what is done. 

Mr. ATUL NRI8HNA CH08E: Will (ho IWl.le -Minister ’■'Be"’ 
pleased to state whether there is any official instruction, public or 
private, to the District Magistrate not to demand more than such and 
such amount ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir 
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Staff of the Official Receiver, High Cmyt, Calcutta. 

•345. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFfZ! (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in cW-ge of the Judicial and legislative Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing separately the present number of 
Hindu and Muslim clerks appointed as — , 

(t) (1) estate clerks «and (2) Government stajfr in the 

(it) (1) upper grade and (2) lower grade; and 

(Uif (1) temporary, and (2) permanent in the office of the Official 

* , Receiver, High Court, Calcutta J * 

(b) What is the ratio of Hindus and Muslims in (i), (ii) and (lit) 

jboveP . 

(c) When and how many temporary appointments were last made? 

(el) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 

more Muslims in* future vacancies till the ratio is reached? 

« , i 

MINISTER in chfcrge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan 
8ahadur) : (d) and (h) A statement is laid on the table. 

( c ) Seven temporary appointments were made in Januaiy, ]M9. 

(d) The office of «the Official Receiver has hitherto been undei the 
High Court ; it is about to be taken over by Government, And the 
question of fixing a communal nttin for appointments will he considered. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (b) to starred questiem 
No. 345. 


<0 

( l ) Estate clerks 

Hindus. 

.. 33 

Muslims. 

7 

Ratio. 

4-7:1 


(2) Government staff 

.. iff 

8 ( -f 1 in leave 

2:1 

<♦*) 

(1) Upper grade 

2 

vacancy). 

1 ( + 1 in leave 

2:1 


(2) Lower grade 

.. 14 

vacancy). 

7 

* £1 

<»■*•) 

(1 ) Temj>orary 

.. 6 

7 ( + 1 in leave 

6:8 


(2) Permanent 

.. 10 

vacancy). 

1 

10:1 


» Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference |o (a) (Hi) (2), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the attention of Govern- 
ment has been drawn to the fact that Muslims represent only 9 per 
cent, of the permanent establishment in the High Court? 

iThe Hon’ble Nawab MUSH/filRUFF H088AIH, Khan •Bahadui'i 

The statement is clear on the point. 
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. Election of members on the Sukhari Union Board, Netrokona, 
Mymensingh. 

*346. Mr. CIA8U0DIN AHMAD: '„) Will the Hmi'ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleaded to state 
'whether it is a faqj — • 

(«)*that the election of members lor Uie dukhan in ton Hoard in 
the subdivision of Netrokona oi the M\meusiugli district 
took place in November, 1937; and , • 

(u) that the names oi*Uie persons elected and nominated, if any, 
have not yet been published in the Calcutta Gazette^ 

t 

(b) If the answer to (a) i% m tl^‘ affirmative, jvill the Hun’ble Minify 
ter be pleased to state the reasons thereof? , 

* 

MINISTER in chyge of the LdCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Mabibulla'h Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (</> (n Yes 

(ii) and T6) The # names oi tin* tdected and appointed memlsMs have 
been published in the Calcutta Gaz<ttc ot the 30th Match, 1939. It 
appears that the Sul)di visional OHirei of Netrokona math 1 an unusual 
delay in submitting' to the District Magistiate hi*? pjoposiils leg.ipling 
the members to lie upix>inted on the Union Hoard. * 


Calcutta Corporation Electricity generating scheme. 

•347. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTI: (a) With relor- 
ence to starred question No. 301 replied at the Assembly on tin* ‘JHtb 
September, 1937, willjthe Hon’ble Minister in chaige of the lanal Self- 
Government Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a iai t that a 
Conference of the Technical Advisers of the Government and the Cor- 
poration was held to arrive at a final decision in repaid to this matter 
as ^jropbsed by the Hon’ble Minister in Novemlrei, 1937? 

(b) If so, what was the result oi the Conference? 

(c) If no decision has been arrived at, what are the reasons?^ 

{d) Has the Electrical Adviser been by this time supplied with all 
the required datai wantesl by him from the Calcutta Cut portion ? 

(e) If anj T data has not yet lieen supplied, will the Uon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are those? 

(/) Is the Hop’ble Minister aware of the annual loss of ru|»ees six 
lrfkhs incurred bv Jthe Calcutta Coifpjfration since 1933 as shown *in 
Dr. Dey’s scheme? 
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(g) If the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, aie the Government 
considering the desirability of stopping it as soon as possibly? 

(h) Has the question of Drainagl Outfall of the city been finally 
* decided «*tnd work taken in hand? 

(i) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 

ter be pleased to state the reason for the dejay in granting the sanction 
id the Eleetria Scheme? ( 

(j) Is it a fact that the Secretary to the Local Self-Government 
Department met l>r. Dev and discussed the feasibility of the scheme 
in all details? 

c 

(ky If the answer to (;) is in the affirmative, what is the leason for 
not according the Government sanction? 

1 The Hon’ble Naw&fa Khwaja HMBIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(o) The Conference was held in October, 1937. 

{b) It was decided at the Conference that the Superintending Engi- 
neer, Electrical Circle, Communication and "Works Department, and 
the Electrical Adviser ‘to Government would give theii opinion regard- 
ing the technical as well as the financial aspects of the scheme on the 
basis of such materials as had been furnished by trie ('orj mint ion, so as 
to enable Government to come to a decision in the matter. 

{ c ) In their report, the technical adviseis of Go\ eminent jnnnted 
out that tjlie scheme, as submitted by the Corporation, was only general 
in nature and that, in the absence of details, it was not possible to 
examine the scheme with that thoroughness and attention to detail 
us would t>e necessun if it were intended to proceed with the scheme. 
The\ , however, conducted their investigations on the basis of such 
information as had Wen furnished by the Corporation and came to the 
conclusion that from an engineering and economic point of view they 
could not advise Government to approve the scheme. 

{(i) and (^c) The Electrical Adviser states that he has not been fur- 
nished with all the details which were asked toi in the Government 
letter No. 5030M., dated the 14th December, 1931, to the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

</) and {g) The member is referred to the reply given to clauses (a) 
(ui) and {ru) ot his question (No. 301) on thi.s subject mentioned in 
clause (tf) of the present question. 

( h ) Yes. 

(?) The reasons for the delay are stated in my ausWer to clauses (c), 
id) and (c) of the question. 

0) and ( k ) On the Gth February. 1935, the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, held an informal 
conference with Dr. Dey and the Electrical Adviser to Government 
at which it was agreed that Dr. Dey would supply the Electrical Adviser 
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with, all the particulars that the latter consiAred necessary for a proper 
examination of the scheme, lh\ Dev hail a further interview with the 
Secretary, Local Self-Government Department, in connection with this 
scheme on the 14th July. 1937, and made certain suggestion wJiioh ^ 
were discussed at th£ Conference referred to in clause (a) of the 
question. 

• * 
Mr.'SYED JAJ.ALUDDIN HASHEMY: ^ NT’ i t h reference to (j) 
and (1c), will the HoiCble Minister he pleased to state what suggestions 
Dr. I)ey made to the Secretary, Local Self-Government Department Y 

. * 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

1 ask for notice. * * t 

Mr. 8ANT08tf KUMAR»BA8W: Wjth refetence to answer (c), wi!4 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the report submitted 
by the two technical ^advisers of (iovernment ^vas forwarded to the 
Corporation for their consideration and opinion? * . 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA*H Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : With reference to answer (c», in 
view of the fact that these two technical advisers did not approve of 
the scheme from the economic f>oint of view, does*the Hon’ble Minister 
consider it necessan that further materials should he called* fur from 
the Corporation Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The\ held discussions on this matter and it is now under the considera- 
tion of the (iovci nment. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: M\ question was whether Hie 
Hon’hle Minister consider it necessan that further information should 
be asked for from the Corporation on the report submitted by these 
two technical advisers that the scheme should not he approved Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already said that the matter is under the consideration of 
Government. 

Mr. SANTOgH KUMAR BA8U : M\ specific question is wheUtf*i— 
a fresh opportunity would* he given to the Corporation to have their 
gay on the report submitted by the two technical advisers of 
Government Y 

. The Hon’ble* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Tes. 
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Ratio of posts held by various communities in the Appellate 9idq, 
High Court. 

•W*Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
■barge of the Judicial and Legislative department be pleased to state 
he number existing at present of the Muslim and Scheduled Castes 
inlnried and e*tra typists in the Higfc Court on the.' Appellate Side as 
•om pared witli other communities? ? 

(h) What has been the basis for such appointments? 

« 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government propose to take for the 
ppointijjent of more Muslims in those services? 

t « # ‘ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

n) By the courtesy oi the ITon’ble Chief Justice I am able to state as 


follows : — ‘ 

«. < • i j 

Total number of salaried typists ... 5 

Number of Muslims Nil. 

Number of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil. 

Total number of extra typists ... 37 

, Number of Muslims 0 ... 5 

Number of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil. 


(b) Recruitment to posts of extra typists is by open competition in 
typewriting among ]>ersons who are at least matriculates and due 
regard is paid to communal representation. 

Most of the existing men, however, were recruited long ago when 
there were no tests and when the principle of communal representa- 
tion had not been introduced. Recruitment to posts of salaried typists 
is ordinarily by promotion from extra typists regard being had to 
seniority and efficiency. 

(c) These appointments are in the bands of the Hon’ble Chief Justice 
under the provisions of section 242, of the Government of India Act, 
and he has fixed the percentage at 45 per cent, for the Muslims in these 
posts, for future recruitments. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon v ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he i a aware that a good num tier of matriculate typists are 
available from the Scheduled Castes and if appointments have been 
ma^e on population or communal basis, why no member from the 
Scheduled Castes has been recruited? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid, this quest ftm does not arise, because 
the* original question *asks . fcfr information on statistical points. The 
administrative control is in the hands of the ilon’ble Chief Justice, and, 
as such, why .a particular tiling i> done qr not done is a matter wlpch 
cannot be the subject-matter of this question. 

Mr. RA81K 4.AL BflSWAS, a«fTC^ TO* . Total # number of 
extra # • typists *3T, number of ^Muslims. 5 *TOT*TX 

m wu «cri«h fa 4* s t\zv\T* 

Mr, 8PEAKER: • Tlmt’q^estion does not arise. 

* 

Expenditure on actount*of vpidwives and nurses in towns of Bengal^ 

*349. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Wiinhe Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Public* Health Department be pleaded to stute what 
sum ol moncx is spent 4>y the Gnxcinmcnt arid the Municipally sepa- 
rately every year for maintaining midvsivos and lhuses in the town area, 
of Bengal? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Expenditure inclined by 

Government in 1937 was Its. 4,92,398. 

• » 

Approximately a sum of Hs. 00,000 is spent every year by the ifuni- 
cipalities (excluding rnlcutta). 

The Corporation of Calcutta spends approximately a sum of rupees 
two lakhs every year for Maternity and Child Welfare Work in the city 
which includes maintenance of nurses and mid wives. Kefiurute figures 
for nurses and midwives are not available. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Wi 11 the Hon’ble Minister be- 
pleased to state what amount out of Kv 4,92,398 s}>eiit on midwivee 
and nurses is spent for giving stipends to apprentice nurse*? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state jjrhether Government are considering the desirability- 
of increasing the expendittfre for apprentice nurses, so that Indian* 
women may be encouraged to take up nursing as their means of liveli- 
hood ? 


* Tho Hon’blo Mr* TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 
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Promotion of Scheduled 1 Castes officers. of Education Department. 

•350. Mr. DHANANJOY R0Y:*«) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chaise of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

« 

(i) whether there has been any promotion of Scheduled Castes 
officers with the posts noj r held* by them in the Education 
Department; and e • < , 

(it) whether there is any Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal 
Educational Service or in the Subdivisional Inspectors’ grade 
of the Sul>ordinate Educational *S%rvice? 

(h) tf there is none, will the Hon 1 hie Minister be pleased to con- 
tider the desirability .of appointing* Scheduled Castes officer in the 
Bengal Educational Service either by promotion from those already 
serving in the sulmrdinate service or by new rpcruitment ? 

< t / 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): {u) (/> No. 

(ii) There is one Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal Educational 
Service but none in the Subdivisional Inspectors’ grade. 

({>) The claims ox Scheduled Castes* candidates possessing requisite 
qualifications to appointments of all grades will be carefully considered 
when vacancies occur. 


Benoh and Court in Madhabpur Union Board, Tippera. 

•351. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a petition has l>een submitted by the p>eople 
of No. I Madhabpur Union Board, police-station Burichang in the 
district, of Tippera, to the District Magistrate on the 12th February, 
1931), to the effect that Bench and Court are not necessary in the said 
Union Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter before the said 
Board is invested with Bench and Court powers ? 

"“** i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) No such petition has been received by the District Magistrate, 
Tipp>era. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI : TV ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased* to state 
whether the people of the -Madhabpur Union submitted another petition 
through the local M.L.A.? * 

The Hon’ble Nawib MUJHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I am not aware of it. 

Mn 8HAHEDAII: Will tl.e Hon’ hie MiliiMer be pleased to state 
if he is aware that alter submitting a petition when the people 
approached the District Magistrate he said that he had receded such 
a petition and was considering it? * 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware of an\ such*petition. • 


Malda District Board Election. 

*352. Mr. ATUL*CHANDRA KUMAR*: Will * the* Tlon’ble 

Minister in charge ot the Local Self-( !o\ornment Department be pleased 
to state wljpn the ^e\1 election of the Malda Distiict Board will take 
place ? 

(b) Whether the delimitations of constituencies passed bv the District 
Board have been approved? # . 

(r) Whether vole will Iw by ballot or open? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

{a) Shortly liefore the expiry of the term of otln c of the members of the 
present Board on the J«t September. 1910. 

(b) X o. The proposals ha\e not \et been submitted to ( im eminent, 
(r) The voting will be by ballot. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Major repair works for roads and buildings in Calcutta Division. 

132. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in change of the Communications and Works Department** - 
pleased to lay on the tablt* a statement show ing for the years J03T-3B 
and 1938-39— 

(t) all major repair works for roads and buildings in the three 
* Calcutta Divisions; the tenders for which were accepted at 

some percentage less than the estimated amount; and 
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(it) the works executed during the said two financial years show- 
ing— 

« 

f r (1) the estimated aipount for the works, 

(2) the names of the contractors, 

(3) less percentage at which the repair works were given, 

(4) total expenditure incurred on the works, 

, (ft) amount, if any, saved by Government due to the 
work being given at a less percentage, and 

(6) number of supplementary tenders, if any, accepted for 
the works? 

•> , , 

(b) Were any supplementary tenders accepted at a percentage less 
than the estimated aimAint? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
supplementary tenders P c 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) and (b) The information desired by the hon’ble member cannot be 
supplied without the engagement of additional Btaff, expenditure on 
which I cannot recommend to this House. 

(c) A supplementary tender is neoessaiy when work has to be done 
which was not foreseen when the main tender was accepted. 


Flood in the northern part of Bakarganj. 

133. 8rijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that owing to flood in September and October last, t)je 
northern part of llakarganj is in distress; and 

(«) that the Nazirpur thana in the Pirojpur subdivision was one 
of the affected areas? 

— - (b) If so. will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to st*te what step®, if 
any, have the Government taken to alleviate the sufferings of the people 
of Nazirpur thana in the shape of — 

(i) gratuitous relief ; 

< (?V) test relief work ; and 

(Ht) agricultural loan ? 
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• (c) Is the Hon’bl^ Minister aware — 

(i) that almost all the rivers*of the Pirojpur subdivision have silted 

up; and * •* 

(ii) that floods in that area are of annual occurrence? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is iij the affirmative, do tjje Government 
propc#e to take steps*for preventing recurrence^ flood in that area? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) The following- amounts have been distributed: — 

(?) gratuitous'relief Rs.«l ,L \ r )04 
(ii) test works Rs. 1,500; and 

(Hi) agricultural loan Rs. 11,700. 

• • , 

(c) (?) Four khals out of many i n Pirojpur subdivision tire reported to 

be in a silted up condition. 

(ii) A ldful small area of 10 square miles is affected by floods due to 
the silted up condition of drainage khals. 

(d) A scheme is under investigation. 

• • 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Will the II on hie Minister 

be pleased to state whether the gratuitous relief of Ifs. 1 ,'d’i(l was paid 
out of the (iorerninent fund 01 from the Salutary Improvement Fund? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: From Government 
fund. 

• 

8 j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know whether the money was spent from the 
Government Fund or from a fund raised by a local relief committee 
under the leadership of the Stibdivisional Officer?' 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 believe the 
money was spent Jrom the Government Fund. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ hie Min ister be 
pleased to state the place or places where the test work was done? 

* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 
• • 
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Differential treatment to clerk* with regard to easual leave in Secre- 
tariat and attached ofltoee. 

li». Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department aware that casual leave is granted 
to Government servants — 

< t 

(i) in the Secretariat proper for 15 days; and' ' ' » 

(w) in the offices of the heads of departments and attached offices 
for 10 days? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are. the reasons for 
the differential treatment? 

«, , , * 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER: {a) Yes, under 
orders passed in 1010, prior to which as many as 20 days’ casual leave 
was allowed in the Secretariat. * # 

(b) Because it was, held that ministerial officers in the Secretariat 
were required, as a class, to attend office on gazetted holidays much 
more than other ministerial officers, and because ]5 days was allowed 
in the Government of India Secretariat. 


Bu& fares in certain Mufassal areas. 

0 * 

135. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department he pleased to state 
in a tabular form the lengths of — 

(?) Pabna-Ishurdi tarmacudami.sed road; 

(n) Nator-llajshahi ; 

(in) Chuadangu-Meherpur District Board Road; 

(iv) Hili-Balurghat; 

* (v) Majdia-Khalispur; and 

(vi) Chuadanga-Jhenidah District Board roads and the bus.fares of 
all these roads both for classes, I, II and III? 

(b) Will the ITon'hle Minister he pleased to state the rates of freight 
of different goods charged in the Palma and Balurghat out-agency by 
motor services? 

(c) Whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Pabna-Ishurdi Road is at present in an improved condi- 
tion; and 

( (ii) that consumption of mobil oil and petrol by the motor vehicles 
and their wear and tear are now less? 
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(d) If the answers to (c) are in the affirmative, what steps do the 
Gkrvernment propose Jto take* for the reduction of passengcfr fares and 
freights on goods charged by the proprietors of motor vehicles plying 
on the Pabna-Ishurdi RoadP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. , 

(b) The freight charged on jfoods in Balurfchat ouf-agency is two 
annas per maund on all goods except furniture which is four annas per 
maund. 

Two lists showing the freights charged on different goods ir^ the 
Pabna out-ag^ncy are laid* on the table. • 

(c) <t) Yes. 

(it) Slightly. 

(d) Freights on goods are fixed by the Railway administration. 

Reduction would make the fares uneconomic and would lead to ineffi- 
cient service. # 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) to unStarred question No. 135. 


• • 


Bus faros. 

Roads. 

Length. 

• 

1st 

class. 

* 2nd 

class. 

•ip* 

• class. 


Miles. 

Rs. a. 

Rh. a. 

Rs. a. 

(») Pabna-Ishurdi Tarmaeada- 
mised Road. 

m 

0 12 

0 8 

Nil 

(it) Nator-Rajshahi Road . . 

28 

1 0 

0 12 

0 10 

(itt) Chuadanga-Meherpur 
District Board Road. 

18 

As. 12 per single journey and 

Re. 1-4 for return journey for all 
the classes 




' 0 11 | 

0 10 

0 8 

for single 

(iv) Hili-Balurghat Road 

• 

• 

16 

< 

i 1 4 

l 

1 3 

• 

journey. 

0 14 
for return 
joum^. 

(t>) Majdia-Khalispur Road 

16 

0 11-3 

0 9-6 

0 70 

(tn) Chuadanga-Jhenidah 

• District Board Road. 

• 

22 

0 10 

for all the classes. 

% 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) to unstarred question No. 136 
showing the freight charged on goods from* Pabna to Ishurdi and vice versa. 

, ' r 

‘List of commodities. » Per 

maund. 


1. Salt 

2. Grain, pulses, seeds common and turmeric 

3. Ptecegoods, twist and yarn cotton 

<1. Canister tin sheets < . . , 

6. Diesel oil 

6. Cocoanut oil 

7. Coir rope, string or yarn 

8. Paper and pulp board 

9. Empty cask 

10. Cement 

11. Soda ash 

12. Iron and steel division “B” 


Afe. p. 

. 2 0 

. 2 0 

. 2 (} above 120 

maunds. 

. 2 6 

. 2 6 

3 0 
. 3 0 

. ‘3 0 

3 0 
3 0 
3 0 
. 3 0 


List of commodities. 1 Per 

maund. 

As. p. 

13. Flour .. .. ..3 0 

14. Coal-tar .. .. ..3 0 

15. Bleaching powder . . ..30 

16. Stationery and oilmen stores . . . . 4 0 

17. Jute . . 1 10 

18. Other miscellaneous goods 


‘4 0 
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Statement referred to in the reply, to clause (6) to unstarred question So. 136 shout* 
ing the combined freights charged on different classes of goods from Calcutta 
to Pabna out-agency via Ishurdi and vice versa. ## ^ 

1 Freight per m&und 

from Calcutta (Seal- 
dah, Nimtola, Cosai- 
port Road, Chitpur- 
Ultadanga, Kidder- 

List of commodities. jH>re Dock) Budge- 

Budge am^Ch&pai- 
Nawabganj to l^abna 
out-agency na 
Ishurdi. 



• 

Rs 

a. 

P- 

1. 

Piecegoods, cloth, yam and cut pieces of cloth, etc. 

0 

9 

0 

2. 

• 

Bctelnut • • • • i 

0 

8 

6 

3. 

Salt (on exceeding 120 maunds from Chitpur Ghat 
to Pabna out-agency). 

• 0 

4 

0 

4. 

Coir-rc^je, thicl^rope, etc. 

0 

6 

6 

5. 

Match-boxes 

0 

12 

0 

6. 

Paste board 

0 

7 

0 

7. 

• 

Pamper 

0 

3 

()• 

8. 

Diesel oil (Budge-Budge to Palma out-agency) 

0 

r» 

0 

9. 

Kmpty drums of Diesel oil (Pabna to Budge- Budge 
and Calcutta). 

0 

r> 

3 

10. 

Cement (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 

0 

6 

2 

11. 

Soda (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 

0 

5 

2 

12. 

Hardware, e.g .. joists, tees, nails, pans, iron nets, 
etc. (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency). 

0 

7 

0 

13. 

Flour (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 

0 

6 

8 

14> 

Cqal-tar (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 

0 

6 

8 

15. 

Stationery articles (Calcutta to Pabna out-agency) 

0 

11 

3 

16. 

Scented oil and toilet goods (oilman stores) (Cal- 
cutta to Pabna out-agency). 

0 

11 

3 

17. 

Rice (from Chapai-Nawabganj to Pabna out- 
agency on Exceeding 3<$ maunds). 

0 

• 

3 

3 

18. 

Jute — 





Drum 1 maund 

0 

7 

11 

• 

maund l)&le 

0 

10 

0 


3i m&und bale 

1 

7 

5 
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Gambling within Pakundia pottoe-station, Mymentingti. 

136* Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of tils* Home (Police) Department aware — # 

« 

(i) that gambling has been going on at Pakundia and Mathkhola 

bazars (police-station Pakpndia, Mvmensingh) for a long 
time ; and * * * ' < 

(it) that representations (by the local M.L.As. and others) were 
made to the proper authorities to stop the gambling in the 
• said area? • 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative,, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the 
matter ? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that since then* gambling has been extended to Kaliaehapra, 
Kodalia and ITossaindi bazars; and 

* r 

(ii) that gambling goes on at Pakundia in a place 300 yards off from 

the Pakundia police-station office and at about 300 yards 
away from, the police outpost in the Mathkhola bazar!* 3 

♦ 

(d) Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Bengal 
Public Gambling Act of 1807 is in force in the said area! 3 It not. why 

not? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate extension of this Art throughout 
the area ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) No 

(ii) A representation was made by Maulvi Muhammad Israil, M.i 

(b) and (<*) An enquiry was made w ith regard to gambling at Kbd&lih, 
Kaliaehapra, llossaindi, Pakundia and Mathkhola. As a result of the 
enquiry it appears that at Kodalia there was previously gambling but 
none at present At Kaliaehapra gambling was detected but steps to 
prevent it have been taken. At llossaindi there was previously gambling 
buf it is now stopped, as is also the ease at Pakundia? At Mathkhola 
there was gambling a year ago but none at present. 

(d) The Gambling Act is in force at Mathkhola, Pakundia and 
Kaliaehapra. 

t . . . ,* 

(e) The question of extension is under consideration. 
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, Leper beggars in Calcutta. 

137. Mr. ABUL H08SAIN AHMED: (a) Is the ITon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Loca^ Self-Government* Department aware fhatetliere 
is an influx of leper beggars f»m outside into the city of Calcutta? 

(b) If the answer to {a) 4s in the affirmative what steps, if any, have 
the Government takgn or do the\ f intend taking to present, infection? 

Ttfe* Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

(a) Yes. 

m 

( b ) In the Rotary Club of Calcutta approached Government 
with a scheme # for dealing \\*ith the problem of beggars, including leper 
beggars, in Calcutta in all its aspects and. the matter was referred to 
the Corporation *of Calcutta for their opinion. The views of thg 
Corporation have been received and the ^natter is under the considera- 
tion of Government. 

• 

Post of Director of Land Records. 

138. Mgulvi MD. ABDUS SHAHEED: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the District Revi- 
Bional Settlements have been stopped? 

(h) If the answer to {a) in» in the affirmative*, will the Hoji’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons — • 

(i) for maintaining the posts of Director of Land Records and his 
stuff ; and 

(u) for appointing a whole-time I<and Revenue Settlement Officer? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aw-are that alluvion and dduvion 
enquiries are now' annually made by the Collectors and abatements of 
rents are allowed? * 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of amalgamat- 
ing the post of Land Revenue Settlement Officer w T ith that of Director 

of I*and Records? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) Government 
have still under consideration the question of taking up Revisional 
Settlements on the completion of the major settlement programme which 
is now in sight. 

(b) Does not arise. • 

(c) Y'es, but only in estates under direct management of Govern- 
ment. 

• ( d ) Not yet, 6ut the suggestion will receive due consideration at^he 
appropriate time. 
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Riot in Cmsipore during “Holi festival". 

* 

139. Srijut NARENDRA NATH t)A8 GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Miftirter'in charge of the Holne Department aware — 

(i) that when the Hindus were fierforming the “Chanchar” 
ceremony of the holi. festival just near tjie junction of the 
Cossipore Ito^d ami Chin ^Foundry Jioafl at 12 p^. on 
Sunday night, 5th March, 19-19, under the protection ’of the 
police they were suddenly attacked by Muhammadans with 
brickbats from a mosque close by which wounded many 
Hindus as well as many policemen including the Assistant 
Commissioner of Police; 

c (ii) that this action on the part, of Muhammadan hooligans caused 
breach of police and riot in that quarter; 

{Hi) that Hindus secured police licence and police help apprehending 
trouble; 

(???) that in spile of the riot and interference with the religious rites 
of the Hindus no search was made inside the mosque; 

(r) that a large number of Muhammadans weiV collected; but 

(■?’/) that practically no arrest ot these offenders lias been made? 

(h) Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state the number of 
arrests nf.ide in this connexion of (1) Hindus and (2) Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In the public interest I 
do not consider it advisable to reply at this juncture to flu* questions 
asked by the hon’ble member. If the hon’ble member desires to ask 
his question at a later dute I should he happy to supply the information. 
In connection with these question* I would like to point out that the 
local Hi ndus and Muhammadans are entirely satisfied with the police 
and have no grievance against them. There was a meeting of the 
elected representatives of the Hindus and Muhammadans of the Chitpore 
and Cossipore area for the settlement of communal disputes on the 
afternoon of the 21st. A settlement was reached and at the tarmiua- 
tion of the meeting both parties unanimoush expressed their thanks to 
the police for ably handling a very difficult situation to the satisfaction 
of all. Jaynarayan Singh, a leader of the Hindu group, also proposed 
that there should be a general meeting of the Hindus and Muham- 
madans in order to express their congratulations and thanks to the local 
police for their commendable work. 

Greatest credit is due to the Commissioner of Police and to all 
ranks of the Calcutta Police for the manner in which they localised the 
trouble that occurred in the Cossipore and Chitpore ai*ea and succeeded 
in preventing it spreading throughout Calcutta. 
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Sj* NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware that the Hindus were coerced to a compromise by Mujsaffar 
Hossain of Chitpur thana, by hk indiscriminate arrest of the Hindus 
of the locality and secondly by assaulting the Hindus in tha4*loetJity 
specially in Taranuth Dutt Street and thirdly also by threatening the 
arrest of Jai Narain Singh, ofle of the local influential Hindus ? 

The Hon’ble Ifhpaja 8ir NAtlMUDDIN; The answers are there 
and tfiese suggestions are most improper. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
think that thejaetion of the •Police Officer there was verx proper? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is. a majter of opining. 

c 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU S if this is i* question of opinion, 
flie Hon ble Minister s reph , viz., the questions are most improper, is 
also a matter of opinion. Whether the questions arc fin proper it is 
not for the Hon’ble Minister to say If the Home Minister thinks that 
these questyms arc^ improper, he should draw the attention of the 
Speaker and not arrogate to himself the function of the Speaker. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr. Basil, ^>eing an acute lawyer, shoul d know the 
difference Itetwcen the expressions "tin* (|U(*stions are improyei " # nnd 
“the suggestions are improj>er’' . 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will tin* Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the issues that have l>een raised will be thoroughly 
enquired into and the Hon’hle Minister will suppl\ us definite informa- 
tion regarding the charges whether they aie proper or improper ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As ] ha\e -aid 1 am ready 

to answ er all questions at a later stage if I hex like 

• • * 

Conciliation officers for labour disputes in Bengal. 

140. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (<n W ill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department lie pleased to at ate 
whether there ar# any conciliation officers in Bengal to s«*ttlc lufiour 
disputes between the employers and employees? 

(b) If so, what are their functions? 

(c) How manv labour disputes have they settled in 1938? 

(d) What was tBe number of labour disputes in Bengal in 1938 F 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) Yes: the Labour 
Commissioner and the Assistant labour Commissioner were appointed 
conciliation officers within the Provirfce in July 1938. 

(fy) They are to mediate ki or promote the settlement of trade 
disputes. 4 1 

(f‘) Since their appointment they intervened to promote a settlement 
in 14 cases im/olving stoppage of wtrk and they wfcre successful in 7 
of them. The Lalxmr Office also disposed of 153 casek of minor disputes 
brought to our notice not involving stoppage of work. In 42 of these 
cases tie result was successful, another 42 cases were excluded, 17 
transferred to other departments and in th° remaining 52 cases the 
result was not in favour of the workers. The conciliation officers kept 
themselves in touch with all disputes, and intervened whenever found 
possible. * « 

(d) There were in all* 158 disputes involving stoppage of work during 
1938, besides the 153 f cases mentioned of minor disputes not involving 
stoppage of work during the period April to December, 1938. 

Mr. SURENDRA llATH BISWA8: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to give us the names of the seven cases \s li ( ere intervention was 
successful ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : I want notice. 

* 

o 

Recommendations of the Chairmen, District Boards' Conference, 1938. 

141. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : (a) Will the Hon’Re 
Minister in charge of the Ijocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to lay on the Library table a copy of the proceedings of the 
Conference of the Chairmen, District Hoards, held in November, 1938? 

(M Have any of the recommendations of the said conference Iwen 
given effect to? 

(r 1 ) If tin* answer to (h) is in the negative, or partly in the negative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which of those recom- 
mendations have not yet been aeeepled, giving reasons thereof? „ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The detailed proceedings of the conference which arc of a lengthy 
character have not vet been piinted. A statement giving a summary 
of the recommendations of the conference is placed on the Library 
taWTe. Tht* recommendations are receiving, the consideration of Govern- 
ment in the various departments. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It appears from the statement 
lafd on the library table that one of the recommendations of the 
Conference was to have a Selection Committee consisting of the 
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District Magistrate, the Chairman of the District Hoard and th« 
District Engineer. Will tiie Hon Me Minister l ve pleased to state why 
effect to this recommendation was not given ? 

K # *• •• 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khaoja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

We have not considered the whole report as yet. 

* • 

Offtoe of Muhammadan Marriage Registrar at Tajgaon, Daoca. 

142. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMAHIK: un Will the*HojTble 

Minister in charge of the •Education (Registration) Department he 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the O/fiee of the Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrar of Tajgaon within Sadar subdivision of Dacca, was 
opened at Demra about 10 miles u\\a\ hotn tin* said police-station aiui 
about 20 miles away from the western ext remit \ of the jurisdiction of 
the said police-station and To per cent, yf persons have to pass through 
Dacca city to go to the Muhammadan Marmuge Registrar’s Office at 
Demra? * 

{h) If the answer to <o> is in the affirmati\e, do the Government 
propose to remove the inconveiiienee of the people of Tajgaon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: OiMhe representation of 
the people of police-station tajgaon, whieh was included within the 
jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Registrar of Jaydebpur till the end 
of last year, a separate Marriage Registration Office with headquarters 
at Derma, a* wanted by the people of the thickly-populated area of that 
police-station .supported by the recommendation of the Inspector of 
Registration Offices and the District Registrar, was opened in January, 
19*19, More than three-fourths of the area of police-ntation Tajgaon 
lying to the north is covered by jungle and is not habitable. Demra is 
the centre of a thickh -populated area. The figures of registration of 
marriages and divorces of this < liana during the years 151-10 and 1937 
were 93 and 180 respectively. The Inspector-General of Registration 
Mm by en requested to consider in consultation with the District 
Registrar, the advisability of the Marriage Registrar holding office at a 
convenient place in the snuth-weMer n part of the area on specific days 
each week to afford greater facilities to the people of that locality. 


D^coa-Aricha Road. 

143. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY (a) Will the 11 on b 

charge^ of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
'state whether the poverament have eome to a decision alwmt the Dtyrra- 
Aricha Road? 
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(h) If' sf*, what is the decision ? , 

(c) If the decision is for the construction of the road, when do the 
Government propose to undertake it? 

(<f) If the decision is against the construction, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHAkDRA NANDY, of Cootiipfeazar: 

It has been decided to ascertain the views of the Provincial Board of 
Communications and if they advise accordingly to move the Govern- 
ment of*India to sanction the execution of the project at the cost of the 
Road Development Fund. * w 

« 

Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long it \v'ill take 'to ascertain the views of the Provincial 
Board of Communication? 

I 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I think it will be placed before the Board in the next month. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware that the matter was referred to the Pro- 
vincial Board of Communication at a previous meeting and a portion 
of tli p road has already been approved of? 

c* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

I believe the matter was discussed at a meeting of the Board. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Special Officer has recommended the 
construction ot miles of road and has given a loO yeais’ plan 

for that ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Road construction projects taken up in Mymonsingh. 

144. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 

tin' Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department, be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) whaf projects of road construction rpproved by the Provincial 
Board of Communications since the inception of the said 
Board were taken up by the Government in the district of 
Mymensingh ; and 

( (ii) what progress, if any, has l>een made in each instance during 
each of the last two years? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the full 
amount of Rs. 1,74,0(10 as 1 contemplated under the scheme in regard 
to Tangail-Mymensingh Road (second 5 years’ programme) was spent 
in 1938? # ^ •* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRf8CHANORA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (?) The Tangaii-Mvmens'ingh Road. # # 

Tha Scheme has*bA»n taken up in parts. The first was the construc- 
tion of bridges between Mymensingh and Kalihati which work was com- 
pleted in 1930-37 at a cost of Rs. 3, <>2,900. Tin* second portion avus on 
bridge construction betweep Kalihati and Tangail, and the third Itep 
was the improvement of the road surface between Muktagacha and 
Tangail. 

( ii ) The construction of bridgeMon the, section* between Kalihati and* 
Tangnil was started in 1938-39, and the work \* in progress. Likewise 
the portion of the scheme for improving tin* road surface was started 
from Muktagacha and continued towards’ (iahtali. This work is also 
in progress. # * 

(h) The expenditure in the \ear 1938-39 on the two works mentioned 
under (a) ( ? ^ ahove*is expected to be just over Rs. 2 lakhs. 


Shifting of court of Commissioner, Workmen’s Compensation. 

* * * 

145. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: <?/) Will the Hon’ble ^Minister 
in charge of the Labour Department be pleased to state whether Gov- 
ernment contemplate shifting the court of ihc Commissioner, Workmen’s 
Compensation, from its present site to certain rooms on the second floor 
of the Mit tor’s Building on Lyon’s Range? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, have the Oo\ eminent 
considered the (juestion of inconvenience to the injured workers having 
recourse to the said ctmrt before coming to their decision? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(?) the purjK)se for which the Government intend to utilise the 
* rooms when vacated by the court; and 
(iV) the arrangements made for the aeoom mod at ion of privy, urinal 
and tiffin for the workers for compensation and wages cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes, the court w as 
removed to the building in question on the 22nd March 1939. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) (?) Owing to the expansion of the departments and offices housed 
in. the Writers’ Buildings, Government appointed an Accommodation 
Committee. The coftrt was removed to its present location in pursuance 
of the Committee’s recommendation. 



48 


QUESTIONS. 


[18th Apeil, 


(ii) I understand that complaints have been made that the court 
has no privy in Indian style and that the accommodation provided for 
the public is not sufficient. The matter is receiving mv attention. 

•. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is tha^ Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in one case as many as 138 applicants appeared before the Court 
to-day ? « 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale if lie is aware that in another case against the East Indian 
Railway, 100 applicants appeared before the Court to-day ? 

« , < 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No; I am not aware of 
it. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is the ilon’fle Minister aware that 
one Abdur Rahman and another Mansur who came there in connection 
with a case fainted on account of insufficiency of Ci accommodation and 
had 'to be given first aid to-day ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 

l'o-day P 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS, fwrc ^ c* fro snf-KWR 
sroltt fa mu C^TC? fro enquiry ctoto? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, if you like. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: The Hon’ble Minister has not under- 
stood my question (r) (/), because he has given quite a different 

answer. The question is, will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state 
the purpose for which (loverninent intend to utilize the rooms when 
vacated b> the court? The court was in the Writers’ Buildings. 
Tlflti has been vacated; for what purpose has it been done soP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; It has been vacated 

owing to the expansion of the various departments and I take it that 
iht accommodation committee will in due course recommend which 
department will occupy the space so vacated. 
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Poet of Circle Office' for Comilla Sadar Circle. 

146. Maulvi MD..HA8ANUZZAMA*: (,,) Is the Hon’ble Mmi.tor 
m charge of the Home De payment aware that there is uo Circle Officer 
for the last 14 months in ( jmiilla Sadar Circle in the district of Tipper. !> • 

(h^If the auswty to (a) is ifi the affirmative, wilt the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Circle Officer, Laksham, 
has been placed in charge of the entire Sadar circle in addition to his 

own duties ? • 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : llir honourable member 
is referred to the answer driven on the 5* h A jui I . 19d9, to hid previous 
question, No. iV?7, on the same subject . 

a 

Reduction in the number of traffic police constables from point duty. 

147. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : «n Will the Houble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that on the 5th and Gth March, 19*19, almost all the 
traffic police constables in Calcutta were withdrawn from jK>int duty? 
(h) Tf so, what was the number of accidents on those dafbs? 

(c) If the answer to {!>) is in the negative, will the II on 'hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira- 
bility of reducing the number of traffic constables from |>oint duty as 
a measure of economy ? 

id) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: < a) They were withdrawn 
on the Gth not on the 5th. 

( b ) The number of accidents on the Gth was 111. 

# (c) tfo. 

(d) No such reduction is jmasible. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (b), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of thesejcci- 
dents were due to the absence of constables? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur HffOHAMM ED ALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister' be 

pleased to state what* on au average, is the numj^er of street accident*? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir N AZ I M UD DIN: For this again I ask for 
notice, but in this case may 1 point out that the suggestion is one which 
I di f d« not* expect the honourable member to make, lest there should be 
no traffic constables on duty? 

Appointment" of Offiber-in-chacge, Government Ipdpstrial Museum. 

148. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Double Minister in 
charge of the Industries Dejmrtinent }>e pleased to state — 

> ^ 

(i) whether it is in the contemplatioil of Government to appoint 

an officer as Officer-in-charge, Bengal Government. Industrial 

Museum ; 

(u) if so, what has been fixed as the grade of pay of the post; 

(ni) whether any selection has already been made; and 

(tv) if so, yho is the person selected and wh*t educational qualifica- 
tion lias he had? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the negative, will the Ilonble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the jK>st will be advertised? 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Horfble JJawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (<n \n Yes. 

(h) Pay not exceeding Bs. d(X). 

(in) No. 

(iv) Does not arise. 

(/>) It has not yet been decided as to how the post will be filled up. 
Pending apj>ointment of the Offieer-in -charge, the Marketing and Pub- 
licity Officer of the Industries Department is carrying ou the work in 
addition to his duties. 

Dr. NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state it it is a fact that this post of Officer-in-charge of 
Bengal Government Industrial Museum is not one of those Excluded 
from the purview of the Piovincial Public Service Commission? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I v;nqnot say off-hand. 

»•* t 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With icteie nee to answer (6), 
where he says that it has not yet been decided as to bow the post will 
be filled up, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased^ to state whether 
thV Government will consider the desirability of , consulting the Pro- 
vincial Public Service Commission in regard to the appointment to 
this post? 
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• The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur,* of Dacca: 

Government do not consider it desirable to consult the Public Service 
Commission. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAftYAL: Will the llonble Minister be 
pleased to state w]iy Government do not consider it desirable to consult 
the Provincial Public Service (Vmimission ? . 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of „ Dacca: 

Government are not prepared to give am reasons. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On u point of oidei. Su+ It is 
a matter of serious. concern and one of privilege. The llnit'blc Minister 
can refuse to give an answer only on thV ground that it is not in the 
public interest. If it is his sweet will to appoint whomsoever he likes 
as lie lias done in the past, it is a matter .for the criticism of this House 
and I submit. Sir, that*it is not within him trt su\ that the* Government 
are not prepared to give* any reasons. • 

Mr. SPDAKERf I think I might sa\ that the onh ground on 
which Government, under am system of piirliumentaiy Government, 
could decline to give an answer is that it is not in the* interests of tin* 
public to do so and I hope* that the Jinn 'hlc Minister will kindlv keep 
that in regard. After all, this is onh a question of nomenclature. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Government ieel that the department itself is quite able to appoint thui 
officer without going to the Public Service Commission. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : There is a certain amount ot misapprehension in 
regard to this point. What I)r Sanyal wants to know is whether this 
post is a post which Government arc entitled to till up without going 
to the Public Service Commission: otherwise all these questions do 
not arise. The question is whether this post is a post which ought 
to be fHled up by the Public Service Commission or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : He has almich answered that. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid, Nawab Sahib, all \our lyiswei^are 
wrong. In answ T er to (b) yftu say that it lias not yet been decided as 
to how this post will be filled up and Government cannot now definitely 
say that they will fill it up themselves 

' I 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If that is so, then the 
other questions are al^o not in order. § 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the ’Hon’bie Sir Nazimuddin 1 is 
under a misapprehension. The reasftn why I allowed them is that 
even ^though the question of t how a particular appointment is to be 
filled up may not be decided, a particular post? may be filled up tem- 
porarily. * 


The Hon’ble KhWaJa Sir NAZlMUDDIN: «T%mporary appoint- 
ments do not go to the Public Service Commission. That is obvious 
and everybody knows it. 

* 

Ml. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : The Hon ble Minister said 
“Government are not prepared to give any reasons”. That certainly 
t is not obvious. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZlMUDDIN: We expect the mem- 
bers to know the procedure. 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he wants to make the appointment temporary 
only to keep the Public Service Commission out of it? < 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. <NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the present incumbent, the Marketing and 
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department, has been holding the 
post of Officer-in-charge, Government Industrial Museum, and, if it 
is more than six months, whether it has ceased to be a temporary post 
in the definition of Government? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister has stated 
that pending appointment <>i the Ofiicer-in-charge, the Marketing and 
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department is carrying on the work. 
How long has he been doing so? How long has the present incumbent 
been holding that post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : He is not holding that 
pdsvi * c 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How long has he been carrying 
on that work? 

t ' ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH* Bahadur, of Dacca: 

For about 2 or 3 months. , 
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Of* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pissed to state whether the .officer is given the same salary as tlmt of 
the Marketing and Publicity Officer or is given any other salary 
different from that of his substantive post? 

Tht Hon’ble Niwtb Khwijt HABIBULLAH Bahsdur f oi uacca: 

The same salary. 

a 

• • 

Dn'NAUNAItSflA SANYAL: Nothing 'more? 

Th* Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No. 

• • 

Df. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: lie is gettiiur Its. 1(H) more. 

Anglo-Indian and Muslim women representatives -on the Bengal Board 
* of Censors.* 

149. Miss P. B. BELL-HART, (a) Will (he Hon ble Minister in 
charge of th^ Home # ( Political ) Department he pleased to state whether 
Anglo-Indian^and Muslim women are represented on the Bengal Board 
of Censors P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is ii^the negative, will 4 he Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the reasons? • * 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a vacancy at present 
on the Bengal Board of Censors? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
filling the same by an Anglo-Indian or Muslim woman? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No 

(b) There are no special reasons. There are already two women on 
the Board. 

(c) There was a vacancy in the *eat reserved for the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, hut it has since been filled. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Percentage of Scheduled Castes in Government offices. 

• # <*mm 

150. Mr. MONOMOHAl) DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(j),the total, number and the names of all the departments under 
the Government of Bengal ; and * 
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(it) the total number of the employees serving under the Govern- 
ment in the various departments specifically mentioning jthe 
number of the Muhammadans’ Caste Hindus and the 
Scheduled Castes, department by department, and also 
district by district* separately? # 

• 

(b) If the number of employees belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
is not proportionate to their population f>asis, are the Government 
considering the desirability of fixing the percentage of the Scheduled 
Castes in the services of all the departments under the Government of 
Bengal- so as to fill up the quota of service of the Scheduled Castes 
within five years by appointing candidates from the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I regret that the 
(information asked for by the honourable member is not readily available 
and its compilation will entail a degree of labour and expense which I 
am not prepared to i^ndertake. 

(b) The whole question of communal representation in the services 
is under the Consideration of Government,. 

Mft MONMOHAN DAS: In replv to question (a) it is said “1 
regret that the information asked for by the honourable member is not 
readily available’ . 1 submit that I am really in need of the informa- 

tion. What is my remedy? 

* * 

Mr. Speaker: i am also very ^reath in need of it. hut it does 
not arise here. (Laughter.) 

Appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors in 1037. 

151. Babu PREMHARI BARMA: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors appointed 
since 1937 ; 

(it) the number of — 

(1) Muhammadans, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes Hindus so appointed; 

(iii) the names of the Scheduled Castes Inspectors and Auditors 
appointed showing the communities and the districts to 
which they belong to; and 

( (tv) whether the appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and 
Auditors have been made on territorial basis? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) ( {v ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the unit for such territorial basil 
wJub a district or a division ? ' 

(c) If the appointments were not made on territorial basis will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what basis were thoy^mcJtfP 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and • 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. ftukunda Behary Mullick): T he honourable member is referred to 
the answers given to starred questions Nos. 2114 and 408 at the current 

session of the Assembly. # 

• 

Abolition of primary girls 1 schools. 

• • 

• 

152. MftUlvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED! u/} Is the Ilon’nm lumisou 
in (barge of the Education l)ej>artment awaie tllat m the introduction 
of the free primary schools under the New Scheme :u the Piovmce, the 
primary girls’ school* m the \illuges are going # to be* ufsdishod ? 

(h) Are the (vo\ eminent considering the desirability ot making 
serrate arfangemAit for the education of the Muslim gnlsP 

(r) If the answer to [b) is m the affirmative, what slops, it any, 

do the (nnernment piojxise taking in this maltei Y 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: - </) It is not correct to say 
that the girls’ schools will be abolished, (hi the other hand, these 
schools may l>e eligible for giants-in-aid if the\ satisfy the mles. In 
areas where the maintenance of separate girls’ schools as required by 
the rules becomes imjK>ssible, the Primary Education (*ommittce have 
suggested co-education lip to classes 1 and 11 and arrangements for 
separate teaching of the girls in the higher classes. This recommends 
tion will be duly considered by (toxernment . 

(b) The arrangements referred to above will , when given effect to, 
apply to Muslim girls as well. 

(c) *Does not arise. 

Non-introduction of free primary and adult education in certain 

districts. 

« 

168. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI : (a) Is the Hon ’hie Minister in (barge 
of the Education Department aware that fiee primal v and adult educa*- 
tion has not yet bepn introduced in the remaining districts, i.e., Palma, 
Bogra, Rajshahi, ytc., with taxation even? * 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering* ^ny desirability to do so at an early date? 

( c ) What are the reasons for the delay? 

• • '* 

The HoffMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HQQ: (a)' and ( b ) Tes. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Silting up of the Amirganj khal. 

164. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA*:(a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

( i ) that a canal popularly known as “Amirganj khal" issued from 
the Palardi river on the north of Turkey Bander under 
police-station Gourandi in the district of Bakarganj had 
lieei^till very* recently serving the two* districts of Bakarganj 
and Faridpui both as a majoi waterway and a drainage; 

(n) that the mouth of the said “Amirgunj khaV\ has of ,late become 
silted up affecting communication and health of the public 
in an urea of alnmt 150 square miles; 

fat ) that the Circle Officer, Mr. S. Ohakravarty, of Madaripur, dis- 
trict Faridpur, noted on the 12th December, 1938, in his 
Inspection Report of the Gopalpur Union Board under police- 
station Kalkini, district Faridpur, to the effect that owing 
to the silting up of the mouth of the “Amirganj khal" both 
communication and drainage in the Unions of Kalkini 
(police-station Kalkini, district Faridpur), Khanjapur 
(police-station Gourandi, district Bnkarganj) and Gopalpur 
(]H>lice-station Kalkini, district Faridpui) had Wen seriously 
affected : and 

(tv) that the said Circle Officer in his said repoit suggested that 
the dredging of the mouth of the “Amirganj khal ’’ hy tjie 
Irrigation Department was the only way by which not only 
the communication ami drainage could be improved but also 
the ravages of malaria and kala-azar prevailing in the 
locality could l>e considerably diminished? 

(b) If the answers to (o) are in the affirmative, has the Hon’ble 
Minister considered the desirability of undertaking as early as possible 
the dredging of the mouth of the said “Amirganj khal"? 

{A If not, why not? 
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Th« Hon’blc Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, o4 Oonimtanr: 

(a) £i) A khal known as “ Amirpanj khal" serves only 3 Unions, namely, 
Gopalpur and Ealkini In Faridpur^ district and Khanjapur in Bakarganj 
district. 

* • * • 

(it) The khal has recently been silted up, but this has not affected 
public health in any way. Th# area served by the khal does not exceed 
20 square miles. 

(Hi)* Yes. The •inspection was made on th^ 4th Decemtar, 10118. 
(iv) Yes. 

* 

(6) and (c) The Circle Officer has no technical knowledge of drain- 
age or of dredging. I have called for an expression of exjnot opinion. 

« 

• • 

Agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in deesoro. 

155. Khan Bahadur' MAUL AN A AHMAD ALI ENAYATPURI : 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue l>ej»artnient be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for every t liana of the 
Jessore district and ^or the period ending -list January, 11)39 — 

(a) the number of receipts of agricultural loan and gratuitous 
relief ; and 

• * 

(h) |he amount received by way of such loan and relief^ • 

The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 

laid on the Library table. 


Nominations for promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors to posts of 
Deputy Collectors. 

155. Maulvi MD. HA8ANUZZAMAN : (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
any* nominations have been called for from the District Officers for 
appointment as Deputy Collectors by promotion from tin* Sub- Deputy 
Collectors during the last three years? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government 
to oonsider the cases of those officers who are likely to be age-barred? 

( c ) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the question of age-bar? 

■* • 

(d) If not, what #*re the reasons? 
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The Hoft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yea. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) There is no bar regarding the age at which an officer may 
be jiron^ted, provided that he has been recommended for promotion 
befori 1 reaching a certain age. Government consider the retention of 
this provision tends to ensure that office's recommended for promotion 
are in every way fitted to the duties which they will be called upon to 
perform in a new sphere. 


Adjournment motion. 

« 4 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I have 'given notice of 
a motion that the business of the Assembly do now adjourn for the 
purpose of discussing* a definite nihtter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation arising out ot the 
lion ble the ( hief Minister > presidential add less at tin* Bengal 
Provincial Muslim League Session held in ralputla on 8th April 19*19 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, 1 have got \oui moinfii, but 'I understand 
there is also a short-notice question, notice ot whiih has been given by 
Mr. It iron Snnkar Roy So tar as this question is concerned, unless 
a cppy of the whole" speech is before me, it is very difficult foi me to 
decide its to whether the motion is in order What I propose to do 
is to waive the urgency of the mattei and to wait till an uii'Wei is 
given to the short -not ice question. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I have not got any reply to my 
short-notice question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Usual steps have been taken. The practice is 
that we must obtain the consent of the department concerned. I have 
sent the question to the department and am waiting to see whether 
Government will give their consent to answer the question. In y^tse 
the question is answered some official information will In* available, and 
this will help me to decide whether the motion is in order. 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: The Rouble the Home Minister is 
preWut here, and I would ask him wdiether he is prepared to reply now. 

Th® Hon 9 bis Khwsja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not received 

the short-notice question; it may be in my office, N but I have not seen 
it*yet. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir. the notice of this question 
was given in time, ami you (ire aware of the importance of •the' matter. 
The head of the Provincial Government 

Mr. 8PEAKER ! J have already suggested a course whiffi appears 
to me to be a simple one, bufc I have got to be satisfied about the truth 
or otherwise of the statement alleged to have been made b\ the , 
Hon'ble the ChieT Minister. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 have got a statement. 
Sir, which 1 am just handing over to \ou for your perusal. * 

(At this stage Mr. SaiAal handed over some papers to Mi Speaker.) 

Mr. 8PEAKEJO K veil now, on a matter like this. 1 must be 
satisfied as to whether the facts 'are correct or* not. Mi. Sanyal, yiffi 
ought to have given it to me before 

# 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Undei .what rule.^Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I'mU-i tlu- rule of satisfying me. 

Resides* there *s another reason win 1 do not like to take it up 
to-day. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister’s daughter is seriousK til at 
Dacca, and hi* had to leave b\ ,ieii»plane to mm* her. and 1 do not think 
it would be propel to take thK matter up in his* absence. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : In view of that itifot matioii, 
Sir, 1 do not think it would be proper to press for this motion Wing 
taken up to-day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : On technical giound als<» 1 must *a\ that I will 
have to go through it, and then 1 shall give my decision to-moriow. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : Do I undeistand that you 
have waived the question of urgency? 

* M* 8PEAKER: That question does not arise now. I shall decide 
it after going through the speech, as soon as the Hon blc the Chief 
Minister is here. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, there must have been 
official reporter^ present at this meeting, and the Hon hie tlqj^Home 
Minister may be pleased supply you, Sir. with a copy of the official 
report of the speech. 

Th* Hon’blt, Kfmaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No official reporters were 

present. . 4 
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Message from His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I may just infortn the honourable members that 
His ^Excellency the Governor fyas been good enough to send a telegram 
to me about the sad death of Mr. Birendra N&th Mazumdar to the 
following effect : 

“Would you please convey to the relatives o$ Mr. Birendra 
Majumdar my sincere sympathy in their tragic loss? I trust 
Mr. Monoran jan Banerjee is progressing satisfactorily.” 

I propose to send a reply. Accordingly, I went to the Medical 
College Hospital at 12 o’clock this morning. Mr. Banerjee is really 
in a very serious condition, and it is no! yet possible to say definitely 
as to how things will turn out. He is still being given injections, and 
oxygen is being administered. 1 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIRULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, 1 be;; to move that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 

19311. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir May I 
draw your attention to the list of business for yesterday and to-day in 
which it appears that there are three important pieces of legislation? 
The first relates to the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, the 
second to the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, and 
the third to the Dentists Bill. 1 submit that it is an accepted 
principle of parliamentary legislation that a Bill which has reached 
an advanced stage should be first disposed of so that legislation may 
not be unnecessarily delayed or held up. In this case I find that the 
second and third Bills — the Culcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) 
Bill and the Dentists Bill — have been passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council. That being so, these Bills admittedly are in a more mature 
position than the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) BUI dealing with 
electorates. Tu this connection. Sir, we have a specific rule — Section 19 
of the Rules and Standing Orders — relating to private Bills, 
where it has been definitely stated that Bills originating in 
the Assembly which have been sent to the Council and Bills 
originating in the Council which have been sent to the Assembly 
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have precedence oyer other Bills, and even before* that the 
Governor’s Bills and messages have got precedence. The question of 
precedence in the case of a private Bill is definitely laid d<\tyn in the 
rule, and so far a& Government business is concerned, it is /eft to 
Government to follow the ctfnvention, because in the case of private 
member’s Bills the convention would he difficult to follow in that the * 
Bills coming from jfchc other House will be placed before us. and 
immediately some one of us will have to take up that Bill as a Bill of 
this House. I submit., Sir, it would not he proper from the point of view 
of parliamentary procedure to take up this Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill at thik stage which is less advanced before the 
other two Bills, which are more advanced, have been disposed, of. It 
would after all mpan one day. I submit, that would create a precedent 
which might be taken ill by the cfther Bouse, because they might think 
that although they have sent an important piece of legislation passed by 
them, that is being hefyl up by this House which* is taking its own time 
in passing a piece o£ legislation whic'h is, considered essential and 
necessary. In view of this. Sir, would you he pleased to direct Govern- 
ment to proceed with the other two Bills first and thereafter to take 
up the CaUutta AXmicipal (Amendment) Bill? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no doubt that one of the principles of 
legislation is that mature Bills should he taken up first, but at the 
same time I do think, and I)i ♦ Sanval will also tfgree with me, tljat i t* — 
there are Government Bills, Government will decide the mutter. You 
are not to look to one principle merely; in any case, so far us the present 
Government position is concerned, the rule is definite that the 
Government has to decide the matter, and 1 do not think I am 
entitled to interfere with it. Government has made a selection of 
order, and I cannot change that order. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoeas 

Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1939, as modified by the Select Committee, he taken into considera- 
tion. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: Motions Nos. 1 and 2 are not in order. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, we would like to know 
the fate of the Amendments, notices of which have been *enCTO you. 
A large number of amendments have been circulated with the heading 
that they are under your consideration. 

' * • % 

Mr. SPEAKER: I can say at once that it would be better that 

you should know the exact position. 
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What I* propose to <lo with reference to the Jdoney -lenders Bill is 
this: I propose to circularise a little ahead the motions which I 

consider^, subject to their being taken up in the House, to be in order, 
so tli At the position may be clarified. 

Ah for this Bill, I might say that moVions Nos. 1 and 2 are not in 
order. 4 

Then the last part of ’motion No. 7 is not in ortlev, because it^deals 
with adult male franchise. In other words, the general principle 
which i shall follow i* this: anywheie where the question of franchise 
is irtwdved, that is outside the scope of thij* Bill. Frankh, this Bill 

does not deal with franchise; therefore it is out of order* 

« 

So fai as the Scheduled (Pistes motion- are concerned, they have 
jfiven me considerable 4 difficult \ . J • have come to the conclusion for 
the time being that, unless I hear something later on at a relevant 
stage, an\ motion frir giving separate electorate to the depressed 
classes is not within the scope of this Bill. 

So far as the amendments in which it is proposed that, instead of 
separate electorate, joint electorate should be given, they are in order, 
on the ground that this Bill is really touching the yiresc.it provision 
under which joint electorate prevails. 

Recommittal to a different Committee is not in order. The question 
of franchise also is not in order. * 

So, on this basis, you can follow’ up in the mean time. If not to-day, 
then to-morrow , 1 may be abb 4 to ciicularise so far as the later stages 
are concerned, and the motions which I consider to be admissible will 
be circulated within the course of a day or so. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sit. on. a point of order 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will take up your point at the time when a 
particular motion is under discussion. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, i am not moving my 
motion, because you have said llmt tin motion is not m coder. But on 
a point of order I would like to say 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not yet decided whether your motion is 
in order or not. That is the opinion which I shall hold, until I hear 
from The mVmber that he has got anything to say to fhe contrary. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : That is an interim 
decision. . 

i 


Mr. SPEAKER: I)r. Sanyal, are you moving motion No. 3P 
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Hr. NALINAK3HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS, RTTO a^iendnjent 

TOttT TO aiTOfiJ move <M<1< TOP5 fF$T wA "T^T* 

55 i «rrnf=r — c^r <r^st 

M**8PEAKER>: M cannot do that. I hate onh driven an outline 
of what I propose to do, and I ha\e >aid that either to-da\ or to-morrow 
we shall he able to know what the exact position is. • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: On a point of information, Sir. # ls any 

member allowed to come to tin* Chambet with a stick in hand? 

» 

(Dr. Nalinaksha S\nyai. : He is HI.) # • 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yps, if an honourable member is sick, or lame. 

• • 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir. 1 beg to move 
that the Bill be recommitted to tin* original Select Committee with 
instructions *to report by the dlst -1 nl\ . 19M. and the (juorum of the 
Committee be fixed at seven. 

Sir, I will not make a long speech on this motion because 1 feel 
that all that c ould be* said on the character of this Bill has been wery 
ably explained and placed before the House by our esteemed colleague 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil in the beginning. 

1 submit, Sir, that, so far as this Bill is eoneerned. it has emerged 
practically in the same form as it was presented to the* House, doing 
very little credil to the wmk that the Select Committee has done. It 
is quite possible, and I feel that it is one of the* main reasons, that the 
Committee was put to very strenuous work, when the- House* was in 
session, that the members could not apph their minds to the different 
provisions of the Bill to the same extent as the importance of t lit* Bill 
demanded. I submit, therefore, that, without rushing through the 
Bill in* the manner Government is attempting to do, this Bill should 
be allowed to take 1 the usual course of time and that it should he* 
examined with all the attention that it requires. 

In particular. Sir, l would draw your attention to the* two most 
important questions involved in the Bill. The first important question 
is the question 6f electorates. With regard to electorate*, firm* has 
been a good deal of discussion in the cit\ of Calcutta and in Bengal 

as a whole, not merely in connection with this Bill but also generally 

in connection with our political franchise. I submit that there has 
been a good deal of difference of opinion shown and there has beoji a 
conflict of view^ expressed in this respect In East Bengal, where 
local bodies at the present moment have got .joint electorates as in 



64 


GOVERNMENT BliL. 


[18th Aphil, 

West Bengal, there has been probably* a* strong section of Hil&du 
public who would feel that separate electorate would be helpful to 
them. «{n the West Bengal, on the contra^, both Hindus, as well as 
Muhhmmadans, have preferred to have joint electorate. Even those 
who wax eloquent in the House to-daV on the virtues of separate 
electorates — take for instance my friend Mr. Abdul f Bari — if he would 
remember his old speeches, — have not failed to feqpguise what virtue 
there is in the joint-electorate system. In the new company Mr. Bari 
is now passing his days, of course, he might have changed his views, 
bu^ I believe his heart still remains sound, and if he is ever reclaimed 
from *his present associates, probably he ^ T ill give his very valuable 
service to the cause of the nation once again. I submit, Sir, that in 
a matter like this public opinion must and should receive as much 
c attention as possible.* To recommit* this Bill to the Select Committee 
does not necessarily mean that the Select Committee would go to the 
public for eliciting public opinion, but yet it will have some time to 
examine the implications of separate electorate in the light of its 
effects on the whole body politic of this province, and probably the 
Select Committee might advise the House, if it applied its mind 
properly, not to proceed with the Bill in the fdrm in 'fc'hich it has 
been presented. 

The second uml ( the most important principle ol the Bill is the 
distribution of seats. This Bill covers a wide range of wards — wards 
which have very different characteristics — with respect to the mimber 
of population in the different wards, the number of rate-payers, the 
number of voters of different communities and the progress maintained 
during the last few years in the number of voters, population, and 
rate-payers of those respective wards. My esteemed friend Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee made it perfectly clear, when this Bill was first 
introduced, that there had -Wen considerable injustice — in fact, 
almost shocking injustice — done to a particular community in the 
proposal contained in this Bill, so far as the distribution of seats is 
concerned. 

Even if we assume that the total number of seats to be allotted to 
a particular community should remain where they have been recom- 
mended, there probably is much scope for redistribution of those 
numbers in the different wards. The Select Committee, I am afraid, 
could not appl.v their mind in the short period of time available to 
themj+o tjhe detailed examination, ward by ward, of the position of 
different communities and rate-payers and voters. I believe that if 
they get a little more time, they would bring out something which 
would have some fairer basis, and some more just attempt to deal 
wijh the question of distribution of seats fairly. I submit, therefore, 
that this Bill be recommitted to the Select Comtaittee. There has 
been no other sinister^ purpose that I had in moving this motion and 
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I believe that the Hon ble Minister hirjjaelf will agYee and* appreciate 
that a matter like this should iy>t be lightly treated. The whole of 
Calcutta has been tor a long time complaining about difficulties due 
to mal-distribution ot representation. • • 

I come from one of the n#w*]y -developed area*; ot Calcutta, and in 
that area, ward No. 27, during the last few* yeurs the unrulier of 
residential houses Vy gone up b\ about S time*;; the population has 
j^orie if}* by nearly II) time**, and the amount ot rate paid has gone up 
by 20 times and yet the representation ha> remained what it was 10 
or L) years ago. 1 submit that this lias done tbe people of that ryea 
^reat injustice. 1 think it the Select Committee have a little* more 
time, they would certainly ileal with disti ibution of seats more •fairly. 
With this submission. 1 move my motion and 1 expert that the 
lion ’ble Minister will have no difficulty .in accent ing it. * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA fJATH DATTA: Sir, 1 l*eg to move that the 
Bill be recommitted ti% the Select Committeu consisting ot tlie same 
members as bid ore with instructions to submit tlx*ir report by tin* 1 frill 
May, 10d0, and that the quorum ot the Select Committee he fixed as 
before. • • 

Sir, I think 1 should not inflict a long sptveh upon the House. 
The matter has been very well discussed by m\ triemU, Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basil and the previous speaker, and it was* also well disrupt'd 
by our esteemed friend, Mr. Syamapiasnd Mookeijce, when flu* Bill 
w'as introduced by t ?o\ ei nment . 

It pain* me to think that we are living as it in the medneval age. 
Religion must he divorced from politics. Whenever we talk of 
politics we talk ot religion as well. Though we are talking of the 
democracy ot the 20th Century m the year 1 !)•!!), it seems that we are 
really living in the mediicval age of the Kith Century, and T am quite 
sure that the freedom of India will not he obtained unless we are 
prepared to divorce religion trom politics I must give a warning to 
my friends both on this side as well as on the other side that we must 
be prepared to intellectualise our religion. Cnless we do so, we would 
be playing ijito the hands of the foreigners in this country. This Bill, 
as it is, show's that we arc playing into the hands of foreign exploiters 
in this country. It this Bill is passed, power will go not into the 
hands of Hindus or Muslims but into the hands of foreign exploiters, 
as in this House grower is really centred in foreign exploit ers and 
the country has to depend ow the votes of Europeans for carrying on 
the administration of Government, and if this Bill is passed, 
we shall have to depend on the foreigners for carrying on the 
civic adipiuistratiqn. as well. My friends on both sides must realise 
that we must live together. There are different ways of settling tlA§ 
question. It pains me to think that people are talking of the method 
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of segregation : some talk oFjthe mefhod of subjection, some talk ‘of 
the method of conflict and some fal£ of the method of fansez faire. 
In solving this question, we should not think of the method of segre- 
gation. We shall have to live here together. It is impossible to think 
that there would be a Hindu India aiui a Muhammadan India. The 
question will have to be solved by us by individually feeling that we 
are Indians first and Muhammadans or Hindus neit. If you do not 
feel like that, it is impossible to think of freedonf df India. V/& must 
be prepared to intellectuali.se our religion and divorce religion from 
politics. With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of this House. • 

i Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, H beg to move that 
the Bill be recommitted to the Select Committee with instructions to 
submit their report ,by the HOt h April, 1939. 

After all that has been said, I think not many words are necessary 
in support of m\ amendment. At the outset i would urge this point- 
in favour of mv amendment that when the Bill was under the con- 
sideration of the Select Committee nobody was Aware the opinion 
of the Calcutta Corpoiation regarding this Bill. Their considered 
opinion is now' public property. The Corporation at its meeting held 
on^the 31st- March ‘passed the following resolution with regard to this 
Bill, vi'/. 

“Whereas in the opinion of the Corporation the Government lias 
failed to satisfactorily explain, in tin 1 Statement id Objects and 
Reasons attached to the Bill, the necessity of altering the present 
system of the joint electorate for t he purpose of election to the 
Corporation, explaining the desirability to form separate consti- 
tuencies for the Scheduled Castes, and whereas, in the opinion of the 
Corporation, neither the undue weight age given to the Muslims nor 
the allotment of >eats to their respective areas is justified, this 
Corporation opposes the principles and details <d the Bill." 

> 

Now, Sir, what 1 would say is that we have got a definite opinion 
of the Calcutta Corporation against this Bill. The Select Committee, 
when it was silting, could plead ignorance of the opinion of the 
Calcutta Corporation— at least they could not weigh the opinion of the 
Corf •'ration in coining to their decisions on t his ^ Bill. When the 
Calcutta Corporation has now expressed tits opinion, I think it would 
be only fair on the part ot the Government to take that opinion into 
their consideration and reconsider the decisions that have been arrived 
qt in the Select Committee. In favour of my proposal for recommit- 
ting the Bill to the Select Committee I would urge this as my first 
point. t 



iwfc.j GOVERNMENT BILL. 61 

^* e ^ llr ^ t '' (ft auicndinrnts nmmmuji on 

±% order paper be any index of the mentality „f the memWrs of this 
House, then, I think, it will nof be uniair on my part to assume that, 
if not all, many sections of this Hou*»e do not agree with the firovi^ions 
of this Bill even as they have been reported by the Select Committee. 
AVhen that is the case, 1 tlfink matters will improve if the Bill be 
recommitted to tjie Select Committee tor they will yow have the # 
opportunity ot considering the Bill afresh, with all the suggested 
amendments before them, and it the Select Committe take the amend- 
ments into their coiisideiation and can urn\e at a tresh decision on 
the Bill, it will be ot much help indeed and make matters smooth.# In 
this view also, l urge that t lie Bill he recommitted to the * Select 
Committee. • 

• • » 

Mr. SPEAKER: l am very doubtful whclhei the second part ol 
the amendment of Mr. Abu liossain Sarkar is .in order. 1 have not 
been able to come to *u decision whetlrer "Indian Christians” comes 
within the scope ot tlie Bill, and follow in}; the convention, 1 would 
leave it to the decision of the House without ^ri v any decision myself. 

* • 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: 1 am not moving that putt of 
my amendment, Sir. 

I I mg: to mo\e that the Hill* i >e recommitted to the Select ComupMtee^ 
with instructions to make provision for — 

t«) doint eleef orate for Muslims with reservation of scats 
with instructions to submit their report as soon as possible and that 
the quotum of the Select Committee he fixed as was originally proposed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Will you mo\e No. 8. sub-clause (ir) also? 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: 1 beg to move that the Bill" 
be recommitted to the Select Committee with a view’ to make the 
following additional provision in the Bill, namely, to abolish nomina- 
tion and to allot hitherto nominated seats to different constituencies 
proportionately, w r ith instructions to submit their report by dlst duly, *i 
1939. and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

• „ — - 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, will you not permit him to 
combine the two? 

Mr.’ SPEAKER: I will. Mr. Sarkar, I think you had batter 
combine your two motions, viz., 7(a) and 8(re). 
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Mautvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: At the time when the Bill w^s 
first introduced I asserted that the Bill as drafted if passed into l&w 
will jeopardise the interests of the Mussulmans of Bengal. I still 
maiitjiiif <hat position even af^er the Bill lias come out from the Select 
Committee. Apparently it is thought that this Bill if passed into law 
will curtail the power of the Hindus in the Calcutta Corporation, but 
on closer analysis it will he found fhat it is not *so. In the Bill, 
provision has been made .for giving 40 seats to the Hindus and^out of 
the proposed nominated members, at least one seat will go to the 
backward Hindus. 

"Provision has also been made tor labour .seats and I am convinced 
that from this constituency only Hindus ill be elected. Then again, 
out of the 12 seats for special interests at least one-third or one-fourth 
•f the members will or me from the .Hindu community. Therefore in 
my opinion 52 members .at least will come from the Hindu community 
in a House of 99. The question of curtailing the power of the Hindus, 
therefore, does not arise. What is going to be done is to curtail the 
power of the Lationalist ftindus. By careful manipulation the party 
in power will bring in some Hindus who always stand against the 
cause of nationalism. T mean, the capitalists anjJ the vested Hindu 
interests 

Again you arc introducing separate electorate for the Muham- 
madans. I think this will he against the interests of the Bengali 
Mulum i m^ulans, and tor the country as a whole separate electorate lias 
got a history of its own. It was introduced in 190b. At that time 
a deputation of tin* Muslim League waited on Lord Minto and proposed 
that certain sections of the Muhammadans only should be enfranchised 
and not (he whole eomiminih . They proposed that only the Muham- 
madan zemindars, the Muhammadan pleaders, the Muhammadan 
merchants, the members of the district hoards and Councillors of the 
municipalities, graduates of some years’ standing and some other 
represenlat ives ot special iiueiesl-, should only he enfranchised. The 
deputationisls "ere of the opinion that the masses of the Muham- 
madan eoimminit \ should not he enfranchised and they gave their 
reasons in support of that view. In pressing their point they* stated 
“we therefore submit as a standard of adequate representation that 
the members of the Muhammadan community on the several councils 
should he so fixed that if the Muhammadans were to join with certain 
members of what may be called ‘non-partisan’ members to receive their 
suppo# 1 * 1 q. any particular question, the issue may be decided 
accordingly. “ These non-partisan, members as we know are the 
European members and the nominated group from the Government 
Mock. This idea was made very much clear when a respectable 
Muhammadan member of the Government gave his reason subse- 
quently. He said “1 do not think, however, that* the assumption is 
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n^ht that the Muhammadans who would he returned to the Legislative 
Council on an extended franehfse will not he anti-British. There is 
already the beginning of a movement aj the present moment •uipongat 
the younger section of the Muhammadans which is anti-British and 
decidedly antagonistic to the* opinion ot the elder and sober section of 
the Muhammadans ” , 

T^tt gentleman also wrote “With tin* extension of franchise, young 
pleaders, journalists and men with yen little stake amongst the 
Muliammadan community yyill have a la tter chance of being returned.’* 
Therefoie the dcputat lonijts wanted >epaiate cleiloinle not tor* the 
benefit ot the Muslim i nnniiiiiiih as ,i whole but toi the yested interest! 
among the Muhammadans 


Another intention which they expn^sed as I submitted was thill 
they should always side with the non-partisan element*. /.c., Europeans 
and the nominated imyinhris Now fortunately, the nominated block 
},as vanished from Hie legislature, but, »b\ mtiodyeing separate 
electorate in the Corporation the sponsors ot tl*e Bill wdio inherit the 
same idea as of those gentlemen who led the deputation, like to attach 
Muhammadans fi 1 ? ifl x to the Europeans hv separating them from the 
nationalist Hindus, and make the Bill as far as possible anti-national. 


Another intention of mtrodming separate eln toiafe has been given 
out h\ *Sir (ieorge Campbell oil the floor of tills House only jhe flther 
day. At the lime of sermonising the Congress the honourable gentle- 
man said “the Congress pa 1 1 \ might e\en consider it an aiUnntage to 
be relie veil of this great responsibility of the ( abutta ( oiporation from 
year to \ear, because from what 1 haye heard in this House, time and 
again, it is used as a stick to belabour their hacks. So I suggest to 
them that they might support this Bill in order to get a halam e of 
power.” Kver\ body knows what is this balance of power. In 
an unguarded moment the gentleman let out the icnl jnicn- 
tion of introducing this Bill I he intention is as clear as daylight. 
The British people wanted the balance of power and tbeii ulterior 
in 4*ntiyn is lo separate the nationalist Muhammadans from tho 
nationalist Hindus and atta< h them to the Europeans, so that they may 
use the Muhammadans according as they like. 

These European gentlemen for ‘JHO years supported the cause of 
Hindus with vested interests in order to crush down the Muham- 
madans in Bengal and now they are trying to ride on f U-frhihnrn- 
madans in order lo crush Mown the nationalism that is in evidence 
now-u-days in the Hindu community Now. Sir. 1 want to sav to my 
Muhammadan friends that to go with Europeans is not to our advan- 
tage. Look at the history of the world, look at the case of Albania, 
look at the case of TaleMine. and look into the history of India. Yon 
will find that these ^European gentlemen are the greatest enemies of 
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Iglam and ilussalmana. Never think that they will be friends of tfhe 
Bengal Muslims. Now-a-days the Muhammadans are supposed to be 
perpetuarlf minors. Signor Mussolini claims to be the guardian of the 
Muhammadans. Now Herr Hitler comes forward and says that he has 
become their guardian. Japan from tin*’ East claims that she is the 
guardian of tjbe Muhammadans and these British people from the 
West— are supposed to be the guardians of Muhapii^adans, sooner the 
minority ceases the better for the Mussalman. (An interruption* from 
Mr. Afzal.) Y es, I know Mr. Afzal, the redoubtable Muktear of 
Pi ret j pur, will interrupt me now and then because he comes from a 
district which is noted for its daeoits. 

Now, Sir, 1 give vpu the history of separate electorate. It is better 
that the Muhammadans in then own interests should accept joint 
electorate with reservation" of seats. You are getting 22 members only. 
With these 22 membefs you cannot do an\ thing. In a House ot tit). 
22 is a very insignificant number and >ou will have to join with some- 
body. It is now your choice to find out with whom >ou \^ill join. If 
you join with the Europeans I submit they are very slippery. They are 
the ven persons who ruined the cause ot Mussalmans all over the 
world. The Hindus might have done stone wrong to \ ou but the\ are 
your coiftit ry men . ^ ou may mix with them; you may be friends 

with them; you may adjust your olaiius with them, you eoine forward 
and ask, demand and claim, justice from them, but from the Europeans 
you can never claim justice. The\ arc the enemies, the true enemies, 
the real (‘monies id Islam. Islamic powers and Islamic countries are 
ruined by their maehinat ions. Even now the\ are trying to obliterate 
the Muslim power irom the face ot tin* world. Now, Sir, 1 recommend 
joint electorate with reservation oi scats and I think some prominent 
people of our country an* of opinion that joint electorate is for the 
interests of the Muhammadans. 1 do not want to go further. I only 
want to quote a passage from a hook. 

t «■ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope you will finish your speech by 6-30. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: If \ou will permit me, Sir, 
l wish to continue my speech after the adjournment for prayer. 

( A"t ' nfl < stage the House wa> adjourned for 15 foinutea.) 

( After adjournment .) 

f Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: I was saying, Sir, before the 
House adjourned for prayer, that joint electorate £as for the good of 
the Mahomedans. Th;s view of mine was endorsed even by Maulana 
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-A^ram Khan in his book ‘‘Misra and Swatantra Nirbachan” published 
by the Muslim League of Bengal in 193*2. In that book the Maulana 
says — 

. •• # 

4< «UHK.n* CnOTT W*T srfTOT?: -tfTO Q.fHHm, $ 

srt i 5TT<r5«t *$c? arafafw a1<w* Sc*w TOt 

W 2PP( W STST 1 *to. Sf*!* 4 

$ frc^jV Wirt 6 \[*G<t ®tjrt Gitoii ottst rtu* 

fasrci ©i*ira <j rf c \5? ^rto Wrcto, ch:w/m c*t 1$ c*Tfl> n^swrw 

— \SI*tRH< <3 4l'ftc«tfl5^ 5ttoT3T*F. OTTST ®[f$ U k g*V©K< fcCTO' *TlMUfiC9W t 

315‘TO to « 5 ^? ! 5 Wra, to^icm ^ a* a^itsT «mr i avw 
H^WHM WCM ^rtx ^«T W5 ^toT $ ^TO~<FT^?l faOTT COT 

<? ?<ico i ®nn &ifscoc**t ?ow \hspim *tT$ That ^tffct5 1 

cttora tor wrsz *tos— %fz err^ stc^ OTTtocT to r * 

This view > t ill holds good. The onl\ tiling is that the Maulana 
Saheb has changed hi. * ^opinion, and for what even body knows. From 
another point of view ,*Sir, ilns joint electorate in the Cidcuttu Cnrpora- 
tion will be for the good of the Mahomeilaiis, \\ e are getting 22 seats 
no doubt. Hut if we get joint eleetoiate, we shall l>o aide to influence 
tlie Hindu opinion ^because tor our votes Hindu gentlemen must come 
to us and must respe< t out feelings ami our interest. 

The next point I pTopose is the abolition of the system of nomina- 
tion, which is against the principle of democracy * It is only brii^ing^ 
in some people 1>\ the back door who aie opposed to the interest of the 
country 1 submit the House will considei all these things and 
support my motion l onl\ press lot joint electorate with reservation 
of seats for Mahomedans and for the abolition of 1 1m* system of 
nomination. 

With these words, Sit , 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr Speaker. Sir, 1 desire to 
move the amendment which stands in my name that the Bill b© 
recoin At it ted to the Select Committee with instructions to submit their 
report by the 7th of May, 19-19. 

Sir. when 1 bring forward this amendment before this House for 
its consideration, it requires some amount of explanation as to why 
I should be taking this step. 1 am well aware, Sir. that in the Select 
Committee we who represent a particular point of view 1 VPTTe in ft 
minority of four; and one can well realise, that In the overwhelming 
number of votes of members who represent a different point of view, 
at evejy step our suggestions, our recommendations and our amend- 
ments are likely jo be smothered. With full consciousness of *that 
position I am again bringing forward this amendment before this 
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House for its consideration, and that attitude on my part requires some 
explanation. At the very outset I take this opportunity of paying 
that tribute which is due to the Chairman of the Select Committee, 
the Ilon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. He showed us. the minority, 
sufficient consideration and courtesy wliich avoided situations which 
might otherwise have been created. In view of t\>at when I bring 
forward this motion, I do it in all sincerity and I Jimit the time, within 
which the report ot the Select Committee should come before this 
House to the 7th of May, so that we in this House can have our final 
fiay • in this session with regard to this Bill which has been of an 
extreuiely controversial character. 1 know, Sir, there was a great deal 
ot eagerness on the pail of some members to finish the deliberations of 
J,he Select Committee within a day or two by sheer 'force of votes, but 
it was the courtesy of the Chairman again which avoided such an 
eventuality and the yiinoritv was given some opportunity of backing 
up their recommendations with argument and reason. I, therefore, 
claim that the. House woukI be well advised if they accept this amend- 
ment and send this Bill again to the Select Committee with the direc- 
tion that the final recommendations should come uji before this House 
b,\ the <t I) ot May. 1 his is not a bloeking motion; it is Slot inspired 
by an obstructive attitude; but the real jeason which has actuated me 
to bring in this amendment, in spite ot the background which is 
against this Bill, is that much will be gained and nothing will # be lost 
if the in {ft ter is sent hack to the Select Committee. Why? I will ask 
the If on 'hie Ministei-in-eharge. I will ask the entire Cabinet, to take 
note of the situation created by this Bill having been placed on the 
legislative anvil. I will ask them in all humility and in all serious- 
ness not to thrust this Bill in this shape down the throat of Calcutta 
but to take note of the situation which has made itself abundantly 
clear that t lie people of Calcutta have not taken and will not take, 
this Bill lying down. 1 am not using these words by way ot a threat. 
But I am asking the Cabinet, I am appealing to that statesmanship 
which is expected to inspire their action,'— that statesmanship which 
requires that full note should be taken of the situation which has been 
created by reason of the Bill having been brought befoie this* House 
and having been sought to be rushed through this session. Sir, I 
know that this Bill was not circulated for public opinion. I know that 
the opinion of the Calcutta Corporation w'as not sought for. I know 
there was a desire on the part of the majority party in this House to 
see this Bill through in this very session. In spite* of that, public 
opinion in Calcutta has not remained quiet. Public opinion in 
Calcutta, Hindu public opinion at any rate, has made itself amply 
vocal and has not at all left itself in the region of uncertainty. They 
may* say that it is inspired by a spirit ot communalism. That would 
he nn easy way of disposing of the strong protest that has been lodged 
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a^inst this Bill. At the sn.mp time Government would b? extremely 
ill-advised if they think that thcje is no .sincerity, then* is no genuine- 
ness behind this agitation, behind this storm of protest wliieh^Jias been 
raised from one corner of the city to the* other. That agitation, •[ Van 
assure the House, is not actuated 1>\ a desire to check the growth of ft 
new spirit amongst the Moslem community in this city— the spirit of * 
self-assertiveness which has been manifest in these days It is not 
such fl # spirit whie^ilias actuated the Opposition to this Hill. On the 
other hand, the real reason which has umpired this ritxwide agitation 
to this ill-conceived measure is this, that b\ means of this Bill # an 
overwhelming mnjoriU of* the population of Calcutta is going, to he 
reduced to the position ot a helpless and miserahle minority. JPhnt is 
not a posi t i on whjeh an\ democratic body can countenance with 
equanimity . 1 will ask those merhbcis who ha/e pressed for bringing 

in this Bill iri tins House not to floul the opinion ot 1 lu* overwhelming 
majority of tin* population ot Calcutta. They feel and genuinely fc*el 
that the allotment ot ‘•irats to them is mi uunuisonuhle. and contrary to 
all considerations ot justice and fair play, that the matter requires 
serious reconsider at ion at the hands of the Government. 1 am not for 
the time he ing t allying ot sepaiate electorates That is a matter on 
which there has been considerable expression of opinion in this House 
on broad grounds of nationalism and common citizenship. If these 
considerations do riot appeal t<* mv friends opposite, 1 am not g^ng 
to prolong the quarrel on that point to-da\ on Ihc flooi of (hi* House. 
But what about tin* number of seats? Have you got any right 
whatsoever, because urn are armed with authority drawn from the 
distant corners ot Bengal, to override tin* unanimous opinion of the 
majority community in this eit\ and to reduce them to the position 
of a miserable minority!' That is what I am asking vou to consider. 

Jt may be that it the Bill is .sent hack to the Select Committee to be 
once again resubmitted to this House bv tin* 7tb of May, the Select 
Committee may evolve some methods and some means which will meet 
all the different points of view and allay the resentment outside this 
House which has been expressed in no uncertain manner all over thia 
citf. • 

Take note of that feeling and sentiment so genuinely entertained 
and so vehemently expressed Do not flout it; do not disdain it; do 
not treat it with contempt. There is force in it: there is meaning in 
it; there is purpose in it. And 1 would ask vou -mem bers the 
Cabinet and the members o4 this House who have got power in their 
bands and the control of the situation in this House, -not to overlook 
those unmistakable signs. If there is any genuineness in it, it 
behoves*a responsible Government which you claim to be to take n^te 
of it, to try to allay it and to find out a via media which will meet 
the different points of view honestly, fairly anjJ squarely, and bring 
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about An honourable reconciliation. Well, as I have already staty^l, 
we in the Select Committee had to grapple wi£h the desire for rush 
and hurry evinced by the majority of the members. And although the 
Coihnaittee had to come up with a proposal for a slight extension of 
time, even then so many different considerations had to be taken up, 
«o many conflicting views had to be reconciled, that even the extension 
up to the dOtff of March was found to be wholly inadequate for doing 
justice to this matter. * f * *« 

I am again reminding the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur that with regard 
to ibis allotment of seats if an increase in the number of seats is 
proposed, it will certainly require some further materials to be taken 
into entosideration before final allotment (‘an be made. Schedules have 
tbeen proposed by way f of amendments bv some members of this House, 
apparently on the materials which were then available to the members 
of the Select Committee from the point of view of population, from 
the point of view' of the number of voters and" so on and so forth. It 
may be that there is eonkiderable room for improvement in this direc- 
tion. 1 would ask flit* members of the Cabinet and the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge not to trample under their feet this very modest 
request to send the matter hack to be returned to tfiis Ilou^e by the 7th 
of May in good time to he taken into consideration and to give it the 
final imprimatur of this House on t he shape it takes in the Select 
Committee. ' 4 

e 

1 would suggest to the Rouble Minister not to conclude the debate 
this evening. I would again ask him to think over this matter this 
evening and overnight, and to come prepared after furthei consultation 
with h is honourable colleagues on the particular suggestion put 
forward b\ me — the very modest request to send the matter back to 
the Select Committee to lit* brought back before the House by the 
7th of Ma\ . 

I submit, Sir, that there are various other matters which can be 

thrashed out effectively only in the frankness and freedom of the 

Committee room. You know. Sir, that the Select Committee has been 

• * 

given power under the rules to call for expert evidence and hear 
witnesses. Is it a matter. Sir, in which one can say with any show 
of boldness without fear of contradiction, that it is not a matter in 
which interested parties need be given a bearing and that it is not a 
matter in which expert evidence need be taken either oral or docu- 
mentary^ A fundamental change is going to f>e introduced in 
the constitution of the government of Calcutta. Joint electorates are 
going to be substituted by separate electorates in the matter of allot- 
ment of seats. The Scheduled Castes are going to have separate 
representation in particular wards. Nobody knows what claim those 
particular wards have got to separate representation of the Scheduled 
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Cartes in preference to th^e other wards of the city. Whut are the 
materials which induced the sponsor of the Bill to provide those parti- 
cular wards and no other wards with separate seats for the Scheduled 
Castes? These matters have got to he* considered. Admittedly, f we 
have to go into these intricate and von difficult questions on the fresh 
materials which ma\ he placed before 11 * These are matters not 
exactly connected ^with political con\ictions 01 politicaf theories, hut 
of hara facts. And *1 do sa\ , that nohod \ can he so hold as to assert 
that in the course* of •"> or f> da\s we have done justice to these intricate 
questions and we have done what we io responsible politicians and 
members of the Legislative should do to shape the future of jt city 
like the city of Calcutta 

I would again appeal t <» the Hon hle M inisin-in-charge to defei his^ 
final repl\ till to-morrow or the da\ alter* 1 know some of my friends 
over there will violent 1 \ shake then heads (Laughter), hut 1 would 
ask them to take a long view oi the mailer and not to tr\ to smother 

public opinion in t hi> % tashion Thov ha\c got the po^er ; they have 

got tlo* legal competence hut hi»\c tlic\ got the moral competence to 
perpetrate such an outrage? That i- the question that 1 am asking. 

It may fie that public opinion which has l>een expressing itself 
eo far in the shape ot meetings, in the shape of hartals , in the shape 
of closing of shops, might take sonic other form Kvenbody here is 
anxioiir^to allay public resentment. 1 am as much anxious as ymwire 
in this matter, and take it from me that 1 will join with you in uny 

attempt to give public opinion a tair chance of expression before this 

Bill is given its final shape and form on the door ot this House. 
(Applause from Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Sp. •akci , Sir, at t he outset 
I feel it m\ duty to express mu grateful thanks to the lion hie the 
Nawuh Bahadur of Dacca tor his broad *\mpath\ foi the people of the 
Scheduled Castes. Sir, it is toj tin* first turn* that representation 
has been sought to he given to the Scheduled Caste* on the 
Corporation, so that tho\ might ha\e a \oue in the nuuucipul 
affairs of the city, hut. Sir. the method ot representation 
proposed in the Bill is rather defective. It proposes reservation 
of seats through joint electorate. Let us. Sir. analyse the 
implications ot this method. We all know that the caste 
Hindus are in & majority in all the constituencies of thi^nH — 
roughly speaking the ratio td population lietween the caste ffTndus and 
the Scheduled Castes would he 88 to 12. So, Sir, il is all too apparent 
that the votes of the former will decide the elections, that is to suy o 
deserving person belonging to the Scheduled Castes may be rejected 
and an undesirabh* person may lie returned. Herein, Sir, lie* the 
fallacy. This fallacy can only he removed if § voting is confined to 
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the people for whom representation .is meunt. {Dr. NalinaiHsha 
Sanyal: Are you supporting or opposing the recommittal motion?) 
Have patience. The Bill proposes to allot 7 seats to the Scheduled 
Cafctes on tin* population basis. Sir, whatever these seats are, instead 
of being seats for the Scheduled Caetes, they will, in effect, be 
additional seats for the majority community. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you supporting or opposing 
the recommittal motion? 


'Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope you will now siU whethei \ on are opposing 
or supporting the recommittal motion. 

1 Mr. PULIN BErfARY MULLICK: I am coming to that, Sir. 
There must he some grounds. (Dr. Nalinaksh* Sanyal : Recount 
them. You arc not coming \o an\ conclusion*.) 

Sir, reservation of s eft Is is nothing but a mockery, and, therefore, 
such a thing should he opposed at all costs. 

Then again, Sir, the proposed method, it adapted, vjill tom* the 
people of the Scheduled Tastes to join the Congress {Dr Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: What a great sin!), though they have kept themselves away 
from this movement so far. 

'"'Sir, ^he analogy of the Poona Pact has no application or* hearing 
hen*, because in the rural areas the people of the Scheduled Castes 
art* not in such a hopeless minority. 

But in Calcutta llu* population ratio and other factors being what 
they are, there will not he the slightest cham e for' the return of a 
Scheduled Castes’ candidate unless hi* gets the Mippoit of tin* Congtess. 
So, Sir, there is absolutely no justification bn sotting up a machinery 
which goes against the intciests of these people 


Bafou PREMHARI BARMA: On a jMiint ol older, Su. You have 
ruled that sepal ate electorate tor Scheduled Castes is not witjnu .the 
scope of the Bill and now the motion before the House is whethei the 
Bill should Ik* recommitted to the Selet t Committee or not. But 
Mr. Mullick is speaking whether theie .should he separate electorate or 
joint electorate for the Scheduled Castes 

4 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not looking at It from that point of view. 
Just as Mr. Sun tosh Kumai Basil discussed this matter in considering 
the merits of the Bill, so Mr. Mullitk is also di -cussing this question 
in considering the merits of tin* Bill. But I hope Mr. Mullick will 
come to the conclusion as soon as jsi-sible as to whether he is support- 
ing the motion for recommittal or not. 
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PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I am coming to^thut. As 
I nave already stated, *it is^iirconsi steal with the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons of the Bill, which Vlearh lays down the polit y ot the 
Government, namely, “to safeguard the interests” of thes(**i>eo|*le. 
Sir, this method of joint electorate has been tried in the case of a more 
powerful and more advanced community than the Scheduled tastes and 
the concensus of opinion of this communitv is that th^ method has 
failed. So, Sir, thi$ experiment should not be n;jHMted in the case of the 
Scheduled Castes. 

In conclusion I submit that the Bill with its rei>ort and the various 
dissentient notes, has beey subjected to the closest scrutiny of the 
honourable members of this House and a very large numl>er ol amend- 
ments has been the result of sm b scrutnn A judicious selection ol 
these amendments and then- adoption will certuiiih remove legitimate* 
grievances. So, Sir, I submit that theie is no onse lor ieeoiiiinitt.il and 
I, therefore, oppose the aniemlmeiit lor ierniiimit1.il. 

• f 

% 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAN Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, 1 have listened carefully and patiently to the speei lies made b\ my 
friends who have mrtved the several amendments loi recommitting this 
Bill to the Select Committee 1 i egret that I find th<*\ have made out 
no case foi recommittal 1 shall give mv iepl\ sjieeialh to the 
impassioned speech which has been made bv my* Iricnd, Mi. Santosh 
Kumar Basil. Firstly, while thanking him for ihe ver\ kind vvoids 
which he has used a Unit me, 1 logiet 1 do not agiee with him. . . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL : «?! ? f! •■V ! 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, t ho Bill is a vciv simple Bill with a verv lew clauses Then* are 
five pi i He i pies involved in this Bill 1‘iistK, is this House prop, tied 
to grant separate electorate to ihe Muslims m aircpt joint electomte 
tor t hem ^ Secondly, is this House piepand to give i ejnesenlation to 
labBur!* Thirdly, is tins House prepaied to give i epresentatiou to 
Anglo-Indians? Fourthly, is this House prepaied to give lepiesenta- 
tion to the Scheduled Castes? And hlthlv, is this House prepared to 
accept nomination or not ? 

I am grateful to Mr. Basu when lie said that the Hindu public 
opinion has been expressed jji no uneeitain terms, and I can assuie him 
in this House that Muslim puhlii opinion has also been expicssed in 
no uncertain terms 


> 


Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Then reconcile these two opinions 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Damt: 

This House also had had the opportunity pi gWing its opinion wlien 
this Bill was ieferred to the Select Committee. The Select Committee 
ha* thoroughly gone into this matter and have, by a majoiity, accepted 
most of the principles of the hill and sent back the Bill for the accept- 
ance of the House. It is for this Huu£e to thrash this Bill here 

« • 

Dr, NALINAK8HA' 8AN YAL : We want totppevent thrashing! 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Thanjt you very much for your interruption. I do not see why this 
Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee. It may be decided 
in this House whether the piinoiples of the Bill should Ik 1 accepted or 
•not. I think, this Bill has been sufficiently discussed not only by the 
Committee but also in this House and therefoie, I oppose all the motions 
that have been moved by the several ineiiiheis. 

4 

Mr, 8PEAKER: b have selected the motion of Rui Harendra Nath 
Ohaudhuri (No. 0) for putting to vote first, because that contains the 
earliest date available, namely, the dOth April. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAN YAL : Sir, theie aie two principles involved 
inj he different amendments that have'lieen moved. 

t 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Will you name one motion width may l>e considered 
the main motion so that I ma\ put that to \ote first ? 

Dr. NALIN AK8H A SAN YAL: So far as the motion oi Maulvi 
Abu Hossain Sarkai is concerned, that stands by itself. It bus ^ot 
a definite purpose. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : If the Opposi ‘ion a giees I may put the motion 
of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar fiist. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAN YAL: Theie aie t wo groups of motions — 
one group is for recommittal with different dates and the other is for 
recommittal with diffeient instructions. 


Mr, SPEAKER: What I propose to do is that I will first put 
whether the Bill should be recommitted at all oi not. If that fails, 
then other motions fall through automatically. On an occasion like 
thjs, I am anxious that memliers should get the opj*>rtunity of leaving 
early. 
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\Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, we would like tjiut the 
motion of Mauhi Abfl Hossain Sarkux he first put to vote. 

t 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossaui Sarkar that the t'aleut^ Munici- 
pal (x\mendment) Bill, 1939, be recomiAitted to the Select Oomfnfttee 
with instructions to make provision tor-- 

Joint elet^oyite with reservation oi seat> toi Ntualiius; and 

( l ) ) to abolish nomination and to allot lutheito nominated seats to 
different constituencies proportionately. 


with instructions to submit their u»i»oit b\ 'Hst Jul\, 19:19, and that 


the quorum ot tha Select Committee 
a division taken. 


AYES 


Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abu Hasiain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abut Fail, Mr. Md. 

Acharyya Chaudlfcry, Mahmaja Saihi Kanta, at 
Muktasacha, Mymaniinfh. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syad. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Bansrji, Mr. F. 

Banar|aa, Mr. Paramatha Bath. 

Banar|i, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Banarjaa, Mr. gibnath. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Preaad. 

Barman, Babu Upsndra Bath. 

•asu, Mr. Jatindra Bath. 

Ba>u, Mr. Santaih Kumar. 

Mrawmlk, Dr. Oubinda Chandra. 

Btivai, Bahu Lakihmi Harayan. 

Btawai, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Biiwai, Mr. Surandra Bath. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Barandra Barayan. 
Chattopadbyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Marandra Bath. 

Dai, Babu Mahim Cbandra. 

Daa, Bab# Radhanatb. 

Dai, Mr. Maamahan. 

Dai Bupta, Baba Kh agsndra Bath. 

Dai Bapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dai Bupta, Srijut Barandra Bath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Bath. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraadra Bath. 

Dutta, Mr. guhamar. 

Datta Bupta, Miu Mira* 

Dutta Maxumdar, Mr. Biharaadu. 

Emdadul Nagaa, Kati. 

Bhaaa, Mr. Atal Krishna. 

Biaiaddia Abamd, Mr. 

Batwaml, Mr. Tnlii Chandra. 

Bapta, Mr. daftah Chaadra. 

Haiaa All Chaardhary, Mr. Syad. 

Jaialoddia NaaBamy, Mr. Syad. 


be fixed at the, was then put ami 

a 


dalan, Mr. i. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Blihitha Bath. 

Maltl, Mr. Bikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. Barandra Mohan. 

Majl, Mr. Adwatta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mn. Hamaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Itarar Chandra. 

Mandat, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagandra Bath. , 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Praiad. 
Maniruuaman lilamahadi. Mauiana Md. 
Moghul Haialn, Mr. 

Moakarjaa, Dr. Syamapraiad. 

Mukirji Mr. Dhirandra Barayan. 
Mukhirjsa, Mr. B. 

MukharJI, Dr. H. C. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. lharil Chandra. 

Mulltck, Srijat AihutaOi. 

Baikar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Bauihir Ah, Mr. Snad. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prsaanna. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. 

Ramiiuddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckaru Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Dbananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Kamaikriihna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiikari Patl. 

Ray, Rai Bahadsr Kihirad Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. Manmatha Bath. 

Sanyal, Or. Baliaakiba. 

Saayal, Mr. Saianka Sakhar. 

San, Babu Bagiadra Batb. __ 

San, Bai Bahadur dsgsih Chaadra. 
Shahadaii. Mr. 

Shamiuddla Ahmad, Mr. 
giaha, lri|ut Maaindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Komar. 

Tapuriaa, Rai Bahadur Maauftu Lali. 
Watiur Rahmaa, Maufrt. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 
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Akdli Axil, Mialim Md. 

AN Hi Bari, Maulvi. 

AMhI Haftz % Mr. Mirxa. 

Abduf Haix, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Ibah, Mfulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul KNor, Mr. alias Lai Msah. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Sysd. 

AbdubWahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahamood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan BabNur A. r M. 

Abdur Rase hid Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Baihaod, Maulvi. 

AN ur Rauf, Khan la Mb Maulvi *.« 

ANur Rauf, Mr. Ihah. 

Abdur Rauak, Maulvi. 

ANas Ihahbfd, Maulvi Md. 

Abrdur R«za Ohowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvt 
Abut Hashim , Maulvi. 

Abul Hasaln Ahmtd, bfr. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvi. * 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Aftab Hosain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All Enayotpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad Alt Mrldha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hosain, Mr. 

Altai uddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Ami nullah. Khan Sahib Maulvi. * 

V.mli”3.1 Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Ashrafall, Mr. V 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar AJi, Maulvi. 

Barat All. Mr. Md. 

Ball-Hart, Min p. B. 

Blomanstock, Mr. L. M. 

Brashar, Mr. F. C. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oas, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. 

Data, Babu Oabandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath 
FarhU Raza Chawdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan BahUur Maulvi. 

Failur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymansingh), Mr. 

Romas, Mr. s. A. 
firihitbs, Mr. C. 

Byasuddin Ahmad Chaudhury, Alhadj. 

Hablbullah, tbs Hon'bls Nawab Bahadur K. of 
Oaaca. 

Maflzuddin Ohowdhury, Maulvi. 

Namiduddin aIiDhI, Khan Sahib. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hasan uizaman, Maulvi Md. 

Nasham All Khan, Kkaa BabNur Maulvi. 

Hasina Murshad , Mrs. M. B. E. 

Ayes being Sli and Noes i 


Maternally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Hawkings, Mr. R. d. 

Haadry, Mr. David. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Ispafani, Mr. M. A. H. 

dalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

dasimuddin Ahmad, Mrs 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khqp BabNur Maulvi. 

Kannady, Mr. I. Q. • 

McRragor, Mr. R. R. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Maulvi. 

Maguira, fr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Cbmsdra. 

* Mohammad AM, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohun All, Mr. Md. 

Moslsm All Mollah, Maulvi. 

Motammal Hup, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzai, Khan Sahib Maulvi Sysd. 
Muhammad Ibr/nim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Sysd. 
Muhammad Solaimaif, Khan sahib Maulvi. 

Mullick, the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Bahary! 

Muilick, Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

Muiharruir Hoseain, the Hon’bls Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muftagawsal Haque, Mr. Sysd. 

Mustafa All Dawan, Maulvi. * 

Nandy, the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra, of 
Cossimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddm, the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir, K. C. I. E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Patton, Mr W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. s. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. , 

Sarker, the Hon'ble Mr. Naiini Ranjao. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Sbababuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C. B. E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr H. Brabant. 

Stavan, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble fltr. H. s. 

Tamizuddlo Khan, The Hon'ble Mr. 

Total AhmN Cbowdhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Zabur Ahmad Cboudhury, Maulvi. 

motion was lust. 
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'^The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Snnval that the Bill he recommit ted 
t<> the original Select Committee with instructions to report by .the 
'51st July, 1989, and the quorum f>\ tin* Committee he fixed at seven was 
then put and lost. * •* • 

The motion of Mr. Dhiremjra Nath Datta that ihe Hill lx* recommit- 
ted to the Select Committee consisting ot the same members as liefore 
with instruct ions 40 submit their report h\ (he loth M*iy, 19-59, and 
that quorum <*t #hc Select Committee lx* 4i\ed a* before was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sam tosh Kumai Basu that the Bill be recommitted 
to the Select Committee with instruction* to submit their repot t Jby the 
7th of Ma\. 19-59, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Itai Harendra Nath ( haudhuri t ha * the Bill he recom- 
mitted to .the Select Committee wrth instruction* to submit their rejmrf 
by the JOlh April, 19*59, was then put and lo><* 

The motion ot the Uon’ble Nawah lvjiwaja llabibullah Bahadur of 
Dacca that the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill, 19$), ns reported 
by the Select Committee, he taken 1 11 1<» consider Atinn was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The* House wa* then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wedneiday, the 
19th April, 1989, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

* 

The Assembly ruet in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 19th April, 1939, at 445 p.m. 


Present: 

* 

Mr. Speaker (the Honble Khan Bahadur M. A/m \. Hauuk, ( i.e.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’blc Ministers and 201 members. 


Obituary reference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : lit* dies and gentlemen, -once again it is my 
melancholy and moirnful duty to reter to a sad death, that ot 
Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee 1 went to the hospital, as I said hefoie, 
yesterday, and little did 1 then realise that he would die %o soon, even 
though his condition was serious. But soon attei the adjournment 
of the House yesterday 1 was apprised of the sad news of his death 
over the phone. Mr. Bannerjee was ver\ well known to u*, anil I 
TSUI renumber some of his speeches, notably his speech in connection 
with the hunger-strike in the Dacca Jail. It struck me that he was 
one who, while speaking with feelings, could yet exeicisc a considerable 
amount of reservation and sobriety, lie was one of those whose winning 
manners and sua\e temperament alwa\s attracted otheis to him and 
made him popular among members. 

1 am sure, the sympathy of all would go to the Congress party for 
their having lost two ot their valued members a*' a result of the recent 
unfortunate railway accident. 

1 undeistand that, m Mew ot these successive deaths, it is the desire 
ot some metnhets, especially of the Opposition, to speak a few words 
on this occasion, 1 desire, therefore, to give them this opportunity 
Indore putting the resolution to the House. 

The-Hw’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER. Sir, I rise to 
associate myself with e\eiy thing that has fallen from you. 
Mr. Bannerjee was such a good friend to me that it is difficult for 
me to express in words how I miss him. He was a stalwart fighter in 
the cause of India's freedom, lie rendered very good services to the 
cause of this country. He was so popular that in election he could be 
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successful even agaipst millionaires, though he himself could hardly 
spend much money. He was vary popular in the district of Dacca and 
throughout Bengal for his Congress activities. Even when ii wa^ my 
misfortune to cease connection with the Congress, so far as 
Mr. Bannerjee was concerneil, he maintained his old friendship with 
me. I can claim his friendship for the last quarter of a century, * 
during which tibie I always found him to be a very sincere and 
patriafic gentleman* May his soul rest in peace! I suggest. Sir, that 
you would convey our message of sympathy to the bereaved 
family for his sudden death. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mi. Speakei. Sir, the 
Opposition has wfthin the last month sphered 4he loss of three of itS 
members, and it is a poignant thing also to note that all these three 
belonged to Dacca. We lost Khan Bahadur * Syed Abdul Hafiz, 
who was snatched i^way Irani 1>V illness at a moment when 

none of us thought that his end was so neai An accident has again 
taken away from us two ot out most valuable member**. In 
Mr. Birendra Nat)^ Mazuindar the Congress lost one of the stoutest 
champions in its fight for the salvation of India be expected that 
though Mr. Manornnjan Bannerjee had receive*] a severe injury, 
Providence would yet spare him. When 1 visited him at flu* hospital 
soon after hi> lemoval, lie \va> abb* to talk, lie com in unseat eu^THT 
me the sad news of the death of Mr Birendra Nath Mazmmlai He 
complained of a pain which In* could not locate at that time, but we 
all expected that he would survive. But the hand of Death has 
cruelly snatched him away from u« lie died ami hi** children who 
were away at Dacca could not be present 'by his bed-side. It vs as a 
heart-rending scene to see his wife arriving alter hU death She never 
expected it. She was wailing and said: ‘Iff vva^ to return in about 
a week’s tune; who knew, when he came t6 shoulder the ies|K>nsibilit ies 
of the legislative Assembly, that he would go awa\ from me and the 
children, never to leturn”. Words tail me to give an adequate 
expression to the sense of loss and sorrow that we the members of the 
Opposition feel on this occasion. All that 1 can say is, if sorrow 
shared is sorrow lc*»s, let the relations of the bereaved gentlemen know 
that we all keenly share the loss which they have sustained. May their 
souls rest in peace ! 

With these wards, Sir, I associate myself with the mo1>n before 
the House. 


Mr. .M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speakei. Sir, we jjte 
really very sorry that within a very short spell of time, dining which 
the As**embl\ lias met, we have lost three of oui gained members. You 
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have already mentioned about the death of Khan, Bahadur Syed Abdul 
Hafiz, who was a memlier and the Deputy leader of my party. There- 
after tww # of the members of the Congress party have suffered death. 
It i> very unfortunate, being* an accidental affair. Sir, everybody 
known how the accident took place and ln>w ot the two members, who 
sustained severe injuries, one died instantaneously, and the other 
Manoranjan Babu, who was in the hospital, died lus\ night. When I 
went to see him I thought he was sleeping, because only recently ] 
had been to Dacca I heard that all ot them had left for Calcutta 
together. Sir. we do not know when summons would come to us, but 
in the. world it is really very painful it the pangs of sorrow come at 
a time when it is least expected, ll is quite true that death will snatch 
away even one from this world, and that nobody wull W spared. But 
when it happens accidentally,, it is Ven painful. I have nothing more 
to sav , Sir, expect that I knew these two gentlemen very well from 
1920, when 1 began my political caieci. Thcicattci, Sir, we have 
worked together shouldpr to shoulder with* Birendra Balm and 
Manoranjan Babu, as has already said by the llon’ble Mi. Nalim Ranjan 
Sarker. Both ot them were courteous and amiable gentlemen and good 
friends, and I am sure everybody in tliis House, win* knew Jioth ot them, 
will say that as friends in social life, certainly they weie two brilliant 
workers and perfect gentlemen, although while m the Opposition we 
might say harsh wovds to our opponents 1 really feul. Sir, that their 
ilcrttlis have been painful not only to their families but to us also. 

With these words, Sii, I express the Mews of my puity and I share 
the sorrow, and wish you, Sn, to convey our sincere and deepest 
condolence to t lie members ot the bereaved family 


Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Mr Speaker, Sir, on behalf of 
the group to which 1 belong, 1 associate myself wholeheartedly with 
what lias fallen from the previous speakers. 

Sir, as has been pointed out by Mi Shamsiiddin Ahmed, it causes 
u great wrench it death comes to one in the way that it cam** to 
Mr Birendra Nath Mazumdai and Mr Manoranjan Banncrjec. They 
have lieen snatched away when their departure from their sphere of 
work was not at all expected 

Sir, it may lie that my group differed from the group to which 

he be bulged in various matters regarding the work 'of this House, but 

it was a pleasure to have a clean and straight opponent. A clean and 

straight opponent is as respected and loved as a colleague. We are 

sorry to lose such a valued member of this House. 

* 

Sir, we associate ourselves with the expression of grief and of 
condolence to the bereaved family. 
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• Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I join my 
v<5ice with the previews speakers, ami on he halt of my jrroifp I express 
my prrief at the sad death of Mr. Bannerjee. May his soul rest in 
peace! 1 hope that a letter of eondolenre a ill he sent to th^.berenved 
family. 

Mf. J. W. CHIPPENDALE! Mi speaker. Sir, oti behalf of the 
AiitfhMndian < 4 r<fn jf, I hejr to us>o<*iuie ih\n«*11 with all that has been 
said by you and the other members of tins House. We knew the two 
<rentleinen, who were very keen members of this Assembly, and we an* 
sorry that death has mine to them so suddenly Sit. their emf wa> 
ver\ tragic. Our heaits ^o out in svmpathv and sorrow to those who 
are no more. It reminds me that in the midst <»i lite we ate in death. 
Sii, we express our sorrow and MmpaHiv to the bereaved families iti 
this orent calamity 

• 

Mr. W. C. WORbswORTH: M, Speaker, Sit. this jjtoii]) wishes 
to associate il-olt with all that \ou have said from the ('hair and with 
all the expressions of rennet that tin- othei members ba\e utteied We 
knew ont Two dead friends as line fighters tm then opinions and as 
\aliant woikers tor then I’toup and as men who had done jjrent sei \ ice 
and were doiny ^ood woik tot the ^eneial welfare of Bengal, 'kite 
European yioup associates i t -*• 1 1 with tlie expiession of sympat f>y .aj.iii f 
irrief by the other members of this House. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am suie that it is the desiie ot the House to 
send a message of condolence to the memhers of the bereaved family. 
I shall now ask the members of tin- House to rise in their seats to 
signify then assent 

(All tlu- membei rose m then M*als ) 

Thank \ou, gentlemen. 

1 ini<rht m»\ that His K\< ellemv the (lovernoi hs»s also sent a 
message ot eondolence on the sad death of Mt Bnnerjee, to be conveyed 
to the beieaved familv. 

Following the piaetiee which we have been hitherto following, it 
is our duty to adjourn now But before I do so, 1 mi^ht say that, 
tn view’ of then fact that to-day was fixed for non-offieial^ienolutions 
and to-morrow for non-official Bills and also in view of the fact f hat 
we have had non-officials Bills already, I think it is the desire of the 
House to take up non-official resolutions to-morrow instead of non- 
offiei&l Bills. (Turning to Mr Jnjresh Chandra Gupta) do you ^l^ree 
to that? 
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Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I agree that we shall 

have resolutions to-morrow, but I have a suggestion to make for yohr 
consideration, and it is this: if we take up resolutions to-morrow, the 
non-official Bills will all be — what I should say — massacred, unless 
half an hour is allotted for the purpose of introducing Bills only, 
without having any discussion as regards circulation, etc. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall consider that point later,. But to-morrow 
we shall take up non-official resolutions first. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 
20th of April, 1939. at' the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the* Bengal JLegislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act, # | 935. 

• * 

0 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 20th April, 1989, at 445 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker dbe Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/ci. II \qrK, * i.K.l 
in the Chair. 11 Hon'ble Ministers and 213 members. 

e 

e 

Oath or Affirmation. 

The following meiftber** made the oath* oi affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown : — • 

(1) Mr. Tl • French (elected from tin* Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of, order, Sir Ma> 1 
know if, this gentleman has been elected as a result of the no^ifieininv* 
circulated on Saturday in accordance with which da\ before \csterdav 
was the last day for scrutiny . 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this matter is concerned, I have no 
jurisdiction ami I cannot take eognisunce of it except that 1 am 
communicating the order of the returning officer that he has been 
elected. 

(2) Mr. C. W. Miles (elected from the Indian Tea Associat ion \ 


STARRED QUESTIONS' 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Government subsidy to the Bengal Provincial Co-oporative Bank. 

• „ 

*353. Mr. HARENDRA NATH 00LUI: u,< Will th. ll.m l.lt 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative (’red it and Bural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that an annual 
subsidy of two lakhs of rupees is being paid by the Government to«the 
Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank. Limited!' 
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• (b) If tjie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state the purpose for which the subsidy is being 
given to this Bank? 

• *• 

c 

MINISTER in charge of the COOPERATIVE CREDIT and 
. RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) Yes. • 

(h) The hon’hle member is referred to the recdrcf of proceedings in 
the Legislative Council, dated the 3rd December, UWfi, and also to the 
official report of the Assembly proceedings, dated the 2nd September, 
lffifr, .last. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI : With .,-fe m.«> to (h), a ftei 

•looking- up the pi. I up* n-Jcrml to, 1 find that the purpi»e ot the 
subsidy lias hi'i'ii the temissinn ot uin-ai interest ami the reiliietion ot 
rate of interest. Will the Ilon'blc Ministn be pleased to state how 
much arrcar interest lias been lemitted till tin* -Pith June. 1 D-*S y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All that I 

can say is that anear inteiest has bet*u remitted, but Jot flit* exact 
figure, I must ask for notice. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will tin* Hon’hle Minister be 

Teased to state what has been the reduction in t he rate of interest'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 m that abo 
1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will ihe llon ble Minister be 

ph'ased to state which partieulai portion of the proceedings of the 
Legislative Council of did December, lbdb, is referred to, as it is not 
one ot the documents whirl) is readik available to the menthols of this 
House ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It riders to 

the debate that win laised on this question befoie the lab* Heitgal 
legislative Council. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister lie 

pleased Hi state exact k what is that? It is a (juestion of privilege. 

For some time past, the Hon’ble Minister has been answeiiifg questions 
in this fashion. He refers to some sort of documents either available 
or not available to the members. I would like to know* to what 
paftieular portion of the debate he refers. It is very unfair to answer 
questions in this fashion. 
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# Mr. SPEAKER: All I ran say is that the llonhle Minister' will he * 
perfectly justified to refer to official reports of this Assembly, llut I 
do not think it is correct constitutional procedure to refei to proceedings 
of another House. • •• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, l am not 
referring to anofhei House, but 1 am referring to tie late Bengal 
I/egisfcftive Council. * 

Search of the District Congress *‘Praja Office” at Rattgpur, 

♦354. Mr. JJJTINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in rhuigc of the Honia (Police) Department aware — - 

(?) that the District Congress “Piaja OHme” at Hungpur was 
searched on the 4th March, 19-19; and 

(n) that about btMl cojiks of a Bengali puhlnatnfti (“Hartumnn 
Hajnaitik Sankat O Mussalmander Kartuibba”) by Mr. 
AJd. Khaantil Haque Kttendi have been seized b\ the local 
police undei the orders of tlie District Magistrate ? 

{ h ) Have the ( toveni merit banned flu* said bo<d<? 

(ci-If the answer to {In is in tlie aflirmalive. will tin* lion 'Hie 
Minister be pleased to state— 

til the date of the notification; and 

{it) the objec tionable portion foi \\hi<h the bo,.k lias been banned? 

{(I) If the l»ook is not banned, will tin* llon'ble Minister lie pleased 
to state what is the reason for which the search was made and the hooka 
were seized? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (POLICE) DEPARTMENT 
(tile Kon’bte Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : in ) Ye* 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

id) Because the booh was beliewd to contain nialtei which falls 
within the purvb*v of sections 124 A and bV$A of the Indian P*nal Code. 

t 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased .to state what made him believe that the book contains matter 
which falls within the purview of sections 124A and 159A of the Indian 
Penal Code? 
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Tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Information received was 
to that effect. 

Maulvl ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the book was plac e*] before the Advocate-General 
* before it was seized P 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. we cannot place it 
before the Advocate-General until it is seized. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has himself read the book? 

« < 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja* 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the book was examined after it had been seized? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is being; examined now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
*d*rsed to state how many copies of the book are required to In* seized 
in order fo be examined by the Advocate-General? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: All the copies were seized. 
If the lx>ok is found to come within the purview of the relevant sections 
they will be seized permanently; otherwise they will be returned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that at the present moment the copies of 
the book have been seized and kept in custody of Government not in 
accordance with any lawP 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state by virtue of what law Government keep in their possession, by 
force, a number of books which have not b^en banned* or which do not 
come within the purview' of any section of any existing law which 
gives Government power to seize and keep them in their possession P 

Vha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: They have been taken 
possession of under the relevant sections of the Act. 
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•Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA; Will the Houlle Minister be * 
pleased to state what rfre the relevant sections of the Act which enable 
the Government to take possession of books, the nature of which has not 
been ascertained ? •• • 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAziMUDDIN ! I ask for 


notice. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the- lion hie Minister be 
pleasea to state when that particular hook was published und when it 
was seized? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As rejuranls the last [nation, it does not arise, 
because it is in the question itself. 

* • 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Rouble Minister aware of 
the fact that publication of every book requires notification to the 

Government during one ftionth’s time? * 

• . 


The Hon'bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am uot aware of that. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : Will the Rouble Minister be 
pleased to state if any notification was given by the publisher or printer 
of that book? * 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar as 1 am aware, it 
was not given. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: According to the Press Act, every 
printer or publisher is bound to send a copy of any book published to 
the Registration Office at Writers’ Buildings within one month of its 
publication. Now, Sir, my question is if more than one month has 
elapsed from the date of publication, then the Government must have 
ample opportunity to examine the book and come to a definite decision 
as to whether the book is to lie proscribed or seized or treated in any 
other way. Under the circumstances, what justification have Govern- 
ment got to seize the book, and that is why I have asked for the date 
of publication and the seizure of the book. 

Til# Hon’ble Kfcwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: These are all argument* 
and not asking any question.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you uiay auawer when it was published. 


The Hon’M. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 
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< Manlvi* ABU H08SAIH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble* Minister be 
pleased to state what is the source of^is information which led him to 

seize the book? 

« •« 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I regret I cannot disclose 
the source of the information on grounds*of public policy. 

i , 

Polioe search for a leaflet “Bartaman Rajnaitik Srfnkat 0 Mussafcnandar 
Kartyabba” by Mr. Md. Ehsamil Hague EfTendi of Domar, 
Rangpur. 

•356. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Is the 

Hon ’hie Minister in charge of t lie Home Department aware — 

4 (i) that very recently the District Congress Office, the District 

Krishak OffiVe and the Kalikrishna Machine Press of Rang- 
pur were searcher] for a booklet “Bartaman Rajnaitik 
Sankat 0 Jlfussalmander Kartvahba” written by Mr. Md. 
Ensanul H,aque Effendi of Dmnar, Rangpur; and 

n) that nil the copies of the booklet found (hiring the searches 
were taken away by the Police? 

(b) Has the aforesaid booklet been proscribed by the Government? 

^ ^ (r) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

Ik* pleaded to state what was the reason for taking away all the copies 
of the booklet from the said offices? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

(h) No. 

(c) Because the booklet was believed to contain matter which falls 
within the purview of sections 1 24 A and 1 -VIA of the Indian Penal Code. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answei (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state by whom was it so believed? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Believed bv Government. 


Poundra Kshatriya. 

•356. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : un Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether, 
since the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue 
Department to starred question No. 92 on the 3rd September, 1937, his 
department has received any petition enclosing the opinion of the 
jWndra Kshatriya caste praying for the adoption by Government of the 
name “Poundra Kshatriya” in place of “Pod”? 
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(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on # t he. table a # 
copy of the said petition?. ’ 

(r) What action, if any, has been taken on it? 

• • g 

(d) Has any formal notification beeif issued instructing that the 
above community should be anentioned in all documents and corre- 
spondences as “Poundra Kshatriya”? 

t ^ 0 

(e) If the ansvyuMo id) is in the negative^ is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(/) corning to an early decision; and 

(ii) notifying their said decision? 

The Hon’ble Kjiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: u) to to) Two such peti- 
tions have been received by Government und copies thereof are laicf 
on the table. An amendment of the Government of India (Scheduled 
Castes) Order, 1936, wpuld in* necessary to effect the change and His 
Majesty’s Government* have already been mored iu the matter through 
the Government of India. A reply is awaited - 

( d ) No. 

• • 

( e ) Ytdt answer to («), (b> and (c) above. 


Petition ,< referred to m the. reply to clause (ft) of starred question 

.Vo. 356. 

Calcutta, the 2bth February, 1938. 

From — Mr. Patiram Hoy, m.l.a., 5K, Middle Hoad, Kntally, 
Calcutta, 

To — The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, kt., Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department, Government of 
Bengal. 

I on behalf of the “Poundra Kshutriya” community of Bengal have 
thfc honour to request your kind attention to the starred question No. 67 
under the heading “Designation of ‘Pod’ in the list of Scheduled 
Castes” which came up in the current session of the Bengal legislative 
Assembly House on 23rd February last. In reply to the supplementary 
questions which were put in connection w f ith this on the floor of the 
House you kindly consented that you had no objection to using the 
name “Poundra Kshatriya'* in supersession of all other additional names 
used to represent the community. 

I, therefore, have the honour to request you to be so good as to issue 
a public circular asking the officials concerned to see that the tame 
may be safely used in the office of the Sub-Registrars, in the preparation 
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, of the .voters’ list in the various Union Boards, Local Boards, District 
Boards, Municipalities, Provincial and Central* Assemblies, in the 
ensuing census list and on all occasions and institutions where the men- 
tion of the caste name is nee^sary. 

For this act of kindness I shall alwa t ^ feel myself obliged. 

I beg to further request you that I may be supplied with the memo, 
copy of the circular that you would be pleased to ispue. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 


Xo. 23-0, dated Calcutta, the 8th April, 1938. 

From — Mr. Patirarn rRov, m.l.a., 5K, Middle Road, Entally, 
Calcutta; 

To—- The Hon’bie Minister in charge *jf the Home (Political) 
( Department of the Oovernment of Bengal. 

In reply to my question (starred question Xo. 07) that was put on 
23rd February last on the floor of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
regarding the change in the name of the community described as “Pod” 
in the list of the Scheduled Castes, for “Poundra Kshutriya” the 
Hon’bie Minister iri .charge of the Revenue Department gave me assur- 
4M*e that the Government would certainly have no objection in using 
the word “Poundra Kshutriya”. Accordingly in m\ letter Xo. 19-0, 
dated Calcutta, the 23th February, and in the subsequent reminder 
No. 21-0, dated Calcutta, the 12th March last, T requested the Hon’bie 
Minister to issue a public circular asking the officials to see that the 
name might be safely used in all official and non-official concerns. 

It is reliably known that the issuing of such circulars depends on 
the consent of the Hon’bie Ministei in charge of the Horne (Political) 
Department. 

So, it is my earnest request on behalf of im community that you 
would be pleased to give necessary consent in the matter that a circular 
may lie issued by the Hon’bie the Revenue Minister for using th'e name 
“Poundra Kshutriya” in all official and non -official concerns. 

For this generosity and favour showing, the Poundra Kshatriya 
community will ever stand grateful to you. Thanking you in antici- 
pation. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government will expedite the matter? 

Vhe Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. Sir. We are 
trying our level best. 
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* Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8. Will the Hon’blc {fillister be-* 

flfcased to state if Government will allow the name in the registra- 
tion of documents which is a pfovincial subject ? 


Yfe® Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. As far as 1 know, it ia 
not possible; I will look into this matter. 


•• * • * 

Holders of Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate Services in Bengal* 

*357. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in ch&rge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how man\, Imperial, Provincial and Subordinate servica 

holders are there in the Bengal Government; # 

(b) how many ot these service holders are Muhammadans; 

(c) how many of the Muhammadan service holders are Urdu 

speaking; * • 

(d) how many of the Muhammadan service holders are Bengali 

speaking^ and 

(c) whether the Muhammadans have reached their quota in accord- 
ance with their proportional population strength? 

. 

The tfon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: <«) to (d) Such informal 
tion as is readily available will be found in the current edition of the 
Bengal Civil List. The full details asked for by the hon’ble member 
involve in their compilation a degree of time and labour which I regret 
I am not prepared to undertake. 

(e) No. 

Patty Police oases in Calcutta due to the arrest of hawkers, rickshaw- 

pullers, eta 

•358# Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a number of hawkers, rickshaw- 
pullers and cart-drivers are arrested in Calcutta and suburbs and petty 
cases are instituted against them? 

(h) If so — • 

(/) how many hawkers, rickshaw-pullers and bullock cart drivers 
were arrested during the year 1938-39; and 
(fi) against how many of them petty cases were instituted in tfie 
various Police Courts of Calcutta? 
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(c) ^iU the Hon’ble Minister be further pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the police allow a number of* persons to carry 'on 
business by spreading their wares 6n the pavements of the various 
streets Calcutta where a number of people collect and thereby cause 
obstruction to pedestrians? 

(d) If the answer to (r) he in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(t) inquiring into the matter; and 

(it) laying a copy of the enquiry report on the table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

( b ) (?) 38,810 hawkers, 10,379 rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock 
f *oart drivers were arrested during 1938. 

(it) 38,80b hawkers,, 10, 37*8 rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock cart 
•drivers. 

(c) No. * 

(d) Does not arise. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference* to answer (c), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Hon’ble 
Minister himself goes about the streets of Calcutta with his eyes shut 
or with his eyes open? 

« 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

*350. The question stood in the name of the late Mr. Manoraujan 
Banerjee and was taken out of the list. 


Enquiry Committees (during 1937-38 and 1938-39). 

•390. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department t>e pleased to state — 

(a) the number of Enquiry Committees that have been formed in 

the years 1937-38 and 1938-39, separately; and • ‘ 

(b) the names of mem Iters of the different Committees showing the 

amount drawn by each of them up to the 10th March, 1939? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan barker): (a) Two in th£ year 1937-18 and 
16 in the year 1938-39. 

(6) A statement showing the names of the Committees, the number 

members in each and the amounts in lump paid to the members of 
■each up to 10th March, 1939, is laid on the table. A further statement 
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fifing the names of members of the various Committees is .placed on 
the ’Library table. The collection of further details would involve an 
expenditure of time and labour which I am reluctant to set in train. 

• • . 

• 

Statement referred to in the reply clause (ii) to starred question No. 360 
showing details of the Enquiry Committees set up during 1937-38 and 
1938-39. 

0 Amount in lump 

Name of the Enquiry Committee. Number paid to all the 


of 

members up 

members. 

to 10th March, 


1939. 

• 

Rs. a. p. 

1. Damodar Canal Enquiry Committee .. * 18 

1,166 7 0 

2. Board of Conciliation to investigate the trade 3 

6,314 8 0 


dispute between Mqssrs. Burn & Co., Manag- # 
ing Agents of the Indian Iron & Steel Co., 
Ltd., and the workmen of the said Company. 


3. 

West Bengal Forest Committee 

14 

Nil 


4. 

Jute Enquiry Committee 

23 

4,917 0 

0 

6. 

Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committee 

24 

5,671 0 

0 

6. 

Industrial Survey Committee 

14 

221 8 

0 

7. 

Chaukidari Enquiry Committee 

20 

9,93^ 7 

0* 

8. 

Advisory Committee to examine the cases of 
terrorist convicts. 

9 

353 9 

0 

9. 

Rent Enquiry Committee 

20 

2,672 8 

0 

10. 

Non- Agricultural Lands Committee 

14 

Nil 


11. 

Primary and Adult Education Committee . . 

25 

Nil 


12. 

Madrass&h Education Committee 

17 

2,165 0 

0 

13. 

Scheduled Castes Education Committee 

15 

1,508 0 

0 

14. 

Youth Welfare Committee 

9 

1,843 0 

0 

16. 

Ahsanullah School of Engineering Reorgani- 
sation Committee. 

10 

Nil 


16. 

’Government Commercial Institute Reorganisa- 
tion Committee. 

16 

Nil 


17. 

Committee appointed to examine what places 
other than Maijdi are suitable for selection 
as the new headquarters station of the 
Noakhali district. 

15 

611 11 

0 

18. 

Land Revenue Commission 

11 

50,909 12 

6 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how is it that one of these committees does not cototmu 
any members of this Assembly?. 

S 
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TIM MMl'bf* Mr. NALINI RAN JAN EARNER: I cannot 
Answer to that. It is not in my possession. 

• Babb NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Revenue Commission does not contain more 
than one M.L.A. P 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARIGER: The intimation 

is not in my possession. 

. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state why in two other committees there is only one M.L.A. P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

A 

Mymenstngh District Agricultural Farm. 

*361. Moulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will* the Hon’ble Minister in 
churge of the Agriculture and Yeterinary Department be pleased to 
state — c 

(i) the arable area in acres in the District Agricultural Farm at 
Mymensingh; and 

(it) the kinds of crops grown in the aforesaid farm during a whole 
* agricultural (financial) year? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, year by year, for years 1 935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38 — 

(i) the gioss income from all crops grown in the farm; 

(u) the cost of production excluding the expenditure of pay of 
officers and office establishment; 

(in) the area of the farm in which jute was grown; 

(iv) the quantity of jute produced in this area; 

( v ) the area of the farm in which paddy (both aman and aus ) was 
grown; and 

(vi) the quantity of paddy produced in the said areaf 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) whether manure was used in each year during the years 1935-36, 
I936-3T and 1937-38 in the afqresaid farm for the cultivation 
of both jute and paddy crops; 

(n) if so, what sort of manure was used ; 

f (tit) what was the cost pi manure in each year; 

(in) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm; 



(*) what was the gross yield and sale-proceeds a I the sugarcane 
in each year; . • * * 

(vi) what was the area of die sugarcane cultivation; and 
(vii) the cost of production in each/)f the said years? 

(d) What is the nature of the arable land in the aforesaid farm, i.e., 
whether mainland or char (riparian) land? . 

Minister in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiruddin Khan): (a) (i) 14 acres. 

(f'l) A us paddy, arnan paddy, jute, sugarcane, mustard, khhsari, 
fnasur , gram, matihari tobacco, English vegetables, potato, ground-nut 
and pusa wheat, oats, cowpea, maize, napier grass, jo war , s unhemp. 

(b) (i) to (vi) and (c) (it i), (r) to (vii) A statement is placed on t Jfe 
table. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(it) Cowdung and "artificial farmyard manure. 

(iv) Yes. 

(d) Mainland. * 

Statement referred to in the reply to dauses {b)(i) to (vi) and ( c ) (m), (t>) to (vii) 
to starrred question No. 36 J regarding Mymensingh District ApricvMwral 
Farm. . ~ 



1935-36. 

1936-37. 

1937-38. 

Gross inoome from all crops . . 

Rg. 1,255 

Rs. 1,454 

R». 1,015 

Cost of production of the crops 
excluding the expenditure of 
pay of officers and office 

establishment 

Re. 1,395 

Rs. 1,240 

Be. 1,230 

Area of jute grown 

1 *20 acres 

•54 acres 

-60 acres 

Quantity of jute grown 

10 mds. 26 srs. 

9 mds. 20 srs. 

8 mds. 34 srs. 

Area of paddy (both aman and 

aus) grown 

12 -30 acres 

13 *65 acres 

16 -73 acres 

Quantity Uf paddy grown 

171 mds. & srs. 221 mds. 2 an. 216 mds. 12 are* 

Cost of manure 

Re. 41-4 

Be. 43 

R«. 47-10 

Gross Yield and sale -proceeds 

of sugarcane — 

«ir • 

84 mds. 20 srs. 

67 mds. 25 srs. 

26 mds. 8 srs. 

Cuttings 

10,850 

8,400 

10,000 

Sale-proceeds 

Re. 365 

Re. 241 

Be. 132 

Area of sugarcane 

1 -05 acres 

1 -05 acres 

•80 acres 


Codt production of sugar- 
cane . . Re. 155 


Re. 127 


Re. 170. 
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Mr.ABJDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister bte 
pleased to state the cost of production including the expenditure 6n 
the pay of officerg? s 

« “ 

t 

The Hon’bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KH*N: I cannot say offhand; 1 
want notice. 


dhenida Co-operative Bank, dessore. 

*662. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: (a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware that since the coming into operation 
S»f th,e Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act in the Jessore district the 
agriculturists are not . getting short-term loans from the village 
maha jan* ? 

(b) Have the Government received proposals -of the Secretary to the 
Jhenida jOo-operative Bank for giving advances to the agriculturists of 
the Jhenida subdivision through their banks? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will' the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what sum, if any, has been allotted by the 
Co-operative Department for such advances? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes. 

(b) No: the Provincial Bank has received an application. 

(c) The Provincial Bank has sanctioned a loan of Rs. 6,000. 


Constriiotiofi of a model village at Haduatala, Mai da. 

*363. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what amount was sanctioned for the construction of a model 
village at Haduatala in police-station Manikchak in the 
district of Malda; 

(6) what is the number of quarters that has been built up so far;- 

(c) how many of these quarters are occupied by *the inhabitants of 
Bhutni or other places; 

(d) what is the amount sanctioned for a quarter; and 

< (e) whether the quarters were examined by the authorities before 
the final bill of the contractor was paid? 
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• ' * 

• MINISTER in eharg* Of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho* 
Mmi’M. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh'Roy): (a) Rb. 11.947. 

( 6 ) 168 . ... . 

• 

(c) All the quarters were occupied till November last. In December 
most of the tenants left for $hutni for cultivating kalai crop. Only 15 
families are now residing in their new quarters. Those who left their 
quarts are expected to return to the new quarters in July next before 
the advent of the flood in the Ganges. 

( d ) Rs. 94 and Rs. 48 were sanctioned for the different pattern of 
quarters and Rs. 17 and Rs. 10 for the different pattern of kitchens. 

(e) Yes. 

a 

Grant to the 8erajganJ Islamic Interinediate College Madraasah. 

*384. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Has the attention 

of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department been 
drawn to the proposal for an additional monthly grant-in-aid to the 

Serajganj Islamic Intermediate College MadrassahP 

• • 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, for how long the 
proposal is lying pending with the Government? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate any actios on the proposal? 

(d) # If so, whenP 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): Yes, in September, 1937, the Director 
of Public Instruction submitted to Government a proposal for an 
additional grant of Rs. 545 per month or a total grant of Rs. 915 
per month to be given to this institution during 1938-39 against a 
contribution of Rs. 605 only from private sources. The proposal has 
not been approved by Government, but an additional grant of Rs. 130 
per month or a total grant of Rs. 500 per month has been sanctioned to 
this institution during 1938-39 on the basis of fee income amounting to 
RA 500 per month, approximately. 

Raising of priot of paddy. 

*385. Mr. I|IKUN«IA BEHARI MAITS: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary 
Department been drawn to the demand in the province for taking steps 
by Government to increase the price of paddy? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hop’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wbat steps, if any, does be propose to take 
in the matter? 
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4. 

‘ The Hofl’bl* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (c)*T«. 

(6) A Committee has been appointee! to investigate the question of 
improving* the price of paddy pnd rice and to make recommendations 
in the nutter. Their report is awaited. ^ 

Mr. NIKUN4A BEHARI MAITh Will the Hox’ble Minister be 
pleased to state by which* time the committee is likely to conch*}* its 
labour ? 

Tht Hon Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: By June next. 

Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what opinion the Government hold ‘in regard to the 
usual price of paddy and rice? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinibn. 

* 

Measures against malaria, kala-azar, etc., in Mymensingh. 

* t 

*388. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health Department 
be pleased to state what steps the Municipalities and the District Board 
have taker to counteract the development of malaria, kala-azar, cholera 
and smallpox in the district of Mymensingh? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement showing the 
precautionary measures which were taken by both District Board and 
Municipalities to counteract the spread of the diseases is laid on the 
Library table. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether any Government scheme for the 
control of malaria and kala-azar with regard to the district of M^meh- 
aingh is under execution ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: How does that question 
arise? This is about what steps the district boards and municipalities 
are going to take. 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 think that question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: m f* m CTO 

www* *nrwTnr e wnw* fw fw steps wesr tlvrit? 
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,*T*M ItttfW* Mr. TAMUUDDIN KHAN: J w f. r the honourable . 

ipf^ber to the statement on the JLibrary table where all details have 
been given. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I submit, Sir, that it is written 
in the statement on the library table that steps have been taken. Will 
the Hobble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken ? 

#• * ' • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I might say that it was with u great deal of 
reluctance that this question was admitted. The matter is really 
within the administrative control of local bodies. It is only relevant 
in so far as something of a provincial complexion is there. To *what 
extent the Provincial Government has control is a subject matter for 
discussion. Othervrise what the anti-malarial focieties or what the • 
district boards are doing it is not for thi«f Houqp to discuss, except in 
a general way . 

• 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Step Government grant TOW 
WTO fW*$ fw IV steps TOW WTO CTOl TOR? 

The Hon’tye Mr.«TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A full statement is laid 
on the Library table. J think my honourable friend is labouring under 
a misapprehension. If further facts are necessary, they can be enquired 
into and stated later on. • 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Step jtrfk aw sown* tot dm af*- 

wrofaror; a( fawn fw wjHwto cwrat cwtor? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Employment Officer, Bengal. 

*387. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 

Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Industries Department he phrased to 
state — 

J(a) the name of the Government Employment Officer; 

(h) the name and address of his office; 

( c ) the works done up to date by this officer and his office, 

( d ) the ways and means in which the unemployment problem is 

being* tackled by that officer, 

(e) the number of unemployed Muslims, Caste Hindus, Scheduled 

Castes, Christians* and others employed up to the present 
time on the recommendations and suggestions of the 
employment officer; and 

(/) the amount of money spent by the Government for %he 
establishment, upkeep and pay of the staff, etc., uptil now? 
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MINISTER in charge of tho LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT and 
INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the HoftHI# Ntwab Khwajc 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Dr. Nabagopal Das, ph.d., i.c.s. 

* . 

( b ) Office of the Employment Adviser to the Government of Bengal, 
Gillanders’ House, Top floor, 8, Olive Street, Calcutta. 

( c ) and (d) A statement is placed on the table. • 

(e) It will be seen from the statement refefreS to above ‘‘Shat in 
addition to the preparation of handbooks giving details of the oppor- 
tunities for employment in the various departments of the Governments 
of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institutions such as 
Railways, Steamer Companies, District Boards and Municipalities and 
also in the various branches of trade and commerce in the province, the 
^Employment Adviser «Is generally giving advice to individuals seeking 
employment with a view to put them on the right track and not actually 
to secure employment, for individuals. The object of his appointment 
is to place at the disposal of* young men and their guardians detailed 
information iVgarding the existing opportunities of employment in 
various spheres so that they may select the right line for them and 
obtain the training required for employment in /he liije selected by 
them instead of wasting their money, time ami energy in education 
and training to dead ends. It is impossible for Government to take 
the responsibility for aetually securing employment for all persons 
seeking it. The best that they can do is to give them the information 
regarding the opportunities for employment and guidance in the selec- 
tion of the spheres of employment suitable for them and in respect of 
the training they have to obtain and the line on which they have to 
proceed for securing such employment. This is what the Employment 
Adviser is doing. 

(/) Including the pay of the Employment Adviser, Rs. 12,450 
approximately. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (c) and id) t-o starred 
question No. 367, showing the work done by the Employment 
Adviser, 

The post of the Employment Adviser was sanctioned for one year 
with effect from the 8th August, 1938. The duties that he was called 
upon to perform are as follows : — * 

(1) Preparation of Handbook giving details of opportunities of 
employment in the various departments of the Government* 
of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institution* 
1 such as Railways, Steamer Companies, District Board* and 

Municipalities, etc. 
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r (2) Preparation. of another Handbook giving details df opportuni- 
ties of employment in the various branches of industry, trade 
and commerce in this province. ## 

(8) Sending information regarding new recruitments in Govern- 
ment department#, semi-Government institutions to the two 
Universities and appropriate institutions. 

ft) Generally giving advice to individuals seeking employment 
with a view to put them on the right track. 

Tho Employment Adviser has been carrying on his duties under 
^8) e*id (4) above and has completed the draft of the Handbook under 
(l) which is expected to be printed soon. IJe has also undertaken the 
preparation of the Handbook under (2) above and fairly complete datp 
ha?e already been collected for one or* two industries. It is in con- 
templation that along with the preparation of this Handbook, he should 
also undertake the collection of figures of middle class unemployment 
in Bengal with special reference to age, duration of unemployment and 
educational qualifications, etc., which will be of assistance in tackling 
the unemployment problem in the provinces on a more scientific basis. 
• • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state when did the work of drafting this handbook com- 
mence. * 

• • 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

It has already commenced. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: How many months before P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I could not give the exact date. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Minister has 
stpted^ in the statement, ‘‘preparation of handbook giving details of 
opportunities of employment in the various departments of the 
Governments of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institu- 
tions, such as railways, steamer companies, district boards, and muni- 
cipalities, etc.” Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether these opportunities of employment include vacancies that 
have occurred m various, departments of Government and in semi- 
Goverament institutions ? 

Tlw Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af Dfoeat 

As the vacancies are advertised in all the papers, Government do not 
think it necessary 
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• Mr. IURENDRA MATH BIIWAi: I want know whether the 

opportunities of employment include vacancies. 

Th. Hon’ble Nawtb Khw*Ja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af Dacca: 

Vacancies in all these other institutions, hfcit not Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’Me Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that this Employfemnt Advised* was 
originally required to collect approximately the unemployment, statistics 
in this province? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur v of Dacca: 

He is doing that. # 

e a 

Df. NALINAK8HA ’8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how far that work of this Employment Adviser has 
progressed, t.e., the collection of unemployment statistics, particularly 
of the middle dlass? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 want nothe to give a full reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister ne 
pleased tq state the number of persons to whom advice has been given 
as mentioned i a reply (e)? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 want notice. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Employment Adviser renders practical assistance 
to individuals seeking employment so that it might be possible for 
them to get employment easily instead of merely giving them oral 
advice? 

« « 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That is a request for action, Sir. 1 have already stated that the 
Employment Adviser is not meant for that purpose. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will t,be Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Calcutta University maintains 
a department for sueh work as has been mentioned by him in answer 
(«) and that for a number of years there has been in existence also a 
Students' Information Bureau for helping such students as would 
require training abroad? 
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• • 

flii MmPM* Nawab Kltwaja HABIBULLAH Baha**, if Dttoai 9 

I am not aware of that fact. 

Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be’pleased 
in state what steps have been taken to collect figures of the unemployed f 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

All nedbssary .deps are being taken. I cannot answer in detail. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the HoiTble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has himself seen the draft of the hand- 
book whi'di has l>een prepared by the Knipbn merit Adviser? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not yet prepared. • 

Mr. 8URENDRA MATH BI8WA8:* The draft has been com- 
pleted, and it is expected to be printed soon. *T want to know whether 
the Hon’ble Minister has seen the draft. 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise here 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will th* Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the details of opportunities (whigh have 
been referred to in the answer) included in the draft? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of his answer to my question regarding the 
Calcutta (Tniversitx Appointment Bureau if Government is considering 
the desirability of examining whether this officer is not duplicating the 
functions already being carried out? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs The Calcutta University 
is doing nothing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to reply to* my question. 

Th. Hon’bU Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cun reply if necewary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir. can the Hon’tle 
the Chief Minister reply to my q.eationl 
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. ;i 

* Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Faalul Huq will kindly not* do 

it. • 

*(Crk*j of “Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches.) 

TN Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL H6Q: Mr. Speaker has not said 

that 1 cannot reply. He has asked me merely not to^eply. I can reply 
if necessary. (Cries of ‘.Tlrder, order” from the Qongress Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, please. I hope that all sides of the 
House will help me in seeing that the proceedings are conducted in a 
manner by which there is no interruption. If there is an interruption 
from any side, then my task becomes very difficult. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question, Sir, has not yet been 
answered by the Hon’ble Minister. Mv question is “whether the 
Government is considering life desirability of* examining whether this 
officer is merely duplicating the work that is being carried on by the 
Information and Appointment Bureau of the Calcutta University and, 
if so, to discontinue this work. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The latter part of your question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then the first part of the question 
may be 4 answered. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It has already been answered. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE* Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of including the bottom class unemployed along with 
the middle class unemployed ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: In how many cases the advicfe of* tbe 
Employment Officer has proved fruitful? 

The Hon’ble Naweb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoott 

I want notice. 

i 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to give us some idea of tbe steps taken for collecting 
figures of tbe unemployed without going into details? 

Mr. SPEAKER: t How does that question arise? 
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>: 

*Mr. MISHITHA NATH KilNDUs Sir, in reply to question of 
Mr* Banerjee as to what steps have been taken to collect figure® 
regarding the unemployed, the Hbn’ble Minister has said that he oan- 
not give the details. I want to know whether he can give ms scene 
idea of the steps that have been taken ? * 

Mr. SPEAKER*. I am afraid, there cannot be any supplementary 
question of this kind. • • 

Soheme to drain out Baractouka area, Midvtapore. 

a 

*388. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI HAITI : (a) Will the Hon bio 

Minister in charge* of the Communications and Works Department be, 
pleased to state whether since his answers to clauses (c) and (d) to 
starred question No. 340 on the 30th September, 1937, the scheme to 
drain out the Barachouka area, Midnapore, is complete and ready for 
execution ? • 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 

Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said scheme and 
estimate ? • 

(c) If the scheme is not ready, are the Government considering the 
desirability of taking into consideration the proposal of a minor scheme 
suggested by the affected people for the construction of a sluice at 
Tikrapara in the Balighai drain and of two regulators at Fuftala and 
Padkata, respectively? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of 
CoSSimbazar) : (a) No. Further investigation reveals that the scheme 
referred to (ltasulpur Scheme) is a purely drainage scheme und that it 
will be of no help in raising the low land by siltation or in improving 
its productivity. By keeping out the tidal water it may ulso bring in 
malaria. It has therefore been dropped. 

*(b) *Does not arise. 

( c ) The suggestion will be considered in connection with a minor 
flushing-curn-drainage scheme for Barachouka area which has recently 
been proposed by the Chief Engineer to the local people provided that 
they agree to free tidal flushing of the low hi l area which has been 
prematurely reclaimed untii # it has been sufficiently raised by siltation. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITl! With reference to answer (e), 
will thb Hon'ble Minister be pleased to etate whether the mjpor 
flushing-cum-drainage scheme referred to has been completed? 
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Tin Han'bls Maharaja 8R18CHAN0RA HANDY t of OowmMukri 

Jt has been taken up by the Chief Engineer lately, and we are awaiting 
a report as to whether the people wodld be agreeable to part with their 
lapds required for spilling. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUBHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state with reference to jrnswer (a) of the 
question whether the Government have given up 9 all idea of under- 
taking purely drainage schemes and, if not* why this drainage 
scheme has been dropped ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

Drainage schemes are generally discouraged by experts. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister aware that there are drainage schemes in Bengal which are 
working satisfactorily, such as Manikhali ,and Dankuni Drainage 
Schemes ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is true, there are some such drainage schemes, but that is no reason * 
why we should have more of them. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleasedito state whether the cost to he incurred in carrying' out the 
flushing scheme will be borne by Government ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is still in a very premature stage, and so it is not possible for me to 
give any answer to the question. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that 
no report has been received from the local people as to whether they 
would allow their lands to be taken over for spilling, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state how many years are likely to be $&kep to 
get the lands silted up, as mentioned in the last sentence 
of his answer (r) ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is purely a matter for a geological expert to 
reply to. f 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to know only whether 
these lands will be taken over for $*e years or ten years; it caflnet be 
eternally taken wr without paying any onmpesnation. 1W is my 

idea. 
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; . UN Non’ktt IMwral* SRI80HANDRA HANDY, of OoMinriMzar; 

if think, »o body in this world can say how long it will take to ailt op 
an area which is provided for spiling. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8A|IYAL: In view of this answer, how are 

Government proposing to compensate those tenants whose lands are 
proposed to be taken over ? 

m o * • 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Gossimbazar: 

I am afraid, we have not reached that stage to say whether the lands 
will be acquired by Government, or Government expect then! to be 
given free. 

• * 
Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : * WilMhe Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether, as the question is hanging for over 30 years 
and as the scheme referred to in answer (a) which was first proposed 
by Mr. Adams-tVilliams and which lias now been rfnswered by the 
Hon’ble Minister has completely failed, he will depute a responsible 

engineer to see if the work can he expedited ? 

» * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cosaimhazars 

I think no purpose will he served by sending any officer at this stage, 
but certainly necessan steps will l>e taken as the matter develops. 


Special meeting of the Bankura 8adar Local Board. 

*888. Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(t) why was not the special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of 
Bankura district convened for electing delegates to the Dis- 
trict Board held at the fixed time and place on the 20th April 
last; and 

(it) at which place and at what time the said meeting was held? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware— 

(t) that the said special meeting was held an hour late; 

♦ 

(») that Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra, a member of the Sadar Loewi 
Board, was not allowed to take part in that meeting; and 

that the ffcdrfr Sabdi visional Officer brought armed *polidsVforce 
and posted them in the District Board officelP 



U2 QP8#P$|8.' /[torn A»a, 

(o) Is the Hon’ble Minister considcri^^He»tftM|i|y of placing 
on the table copies of the legal opinion aid the eomSpnidence whidh 
parsed between the District Magistrate, Bankura, the Commissioner of 
BurjjwainDi vision and the Secretary, Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, in the matter of election* of the Sadar Circle Officer as a member" 
of the Bankura District Board ? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH B^wtfur, of Daom; 

(a) The special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of Bankura convened 
for the purpose of electing delegates to the District Board was fixed 
to be held in the District Board Meeting Room at 7 a.m. on the 20th 
April, 1938. As the meeting room was found to be under lock and key 
and as the Chairman of the District Board refused to open the room 
for the purpose, the meeting commenced punctually , at 7 a.m. on the 
Verandah of the District Board building. Owing to noisy demonstra- 
tions by Congress volunteers and other outsiders it became impossible 
to hold the meeting on the verandah and the members had to go into 
the room of the Chairman ( of the Local Board to complete the proceed- 
ings. 

(b) ( i ) and (ii) No. 

(in) The police had to lie posted there merelj to ensure the main- 
tenance of peace by keeping the turbulent Congress volunteers at a 
distance from the place of the meeting. 

(c) The legal opinion and the correspondence between tl^e local 
officers and Government are confidential and I do not propose to lay 
copies of them on the table. 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of answer (a), he thinks the change 
of venue to be a vital irregularity? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that a change of venue without proper notice is a*^ vital 
irregularity ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. On whose report has the Hon’ble 
Minister characterised the Congress volunteers as “turbulent” f 

V* Hoa’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

The District Magistrate. ■ 
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: i' ■ ... . #• 

MN9HM* KUMAMRBASU: Will the report be available to * 
^members of {^.Assembly for information ? 

f * - t* * 

Tto Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of DaoOas 

it is confidential. 


Srijut MAHINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: Ls it not a fact that the 
Chairman of the District Board gave another * version of the incident 
stated here ? 


The Hon’ble Hawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of D/mca: 

I an; not aware of that. 

8rifut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is at not a fact that the* 
police who were posted at the office room of the* Chairman of the Sad nr 
Local Board interfered with the freedom of access of the members of 
the Sadar Local Board? * • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooaf 

T df not think so. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to this last answer, 
is that answer also based on the report of the District Magistrate which 
is confidential ? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

All correspondence between Government and local officers are confiden- 
tial. 


Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that no 
request was made to the Chairman of the District Board for the use of 
the District Board meeting room and that there was no mention in 
the notice convening the meeting about the venue of the meeting? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has received a report from the Chairman of the 
District Board, and, if so, what is its gist ? 

• 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca J 

I want notice. 

Mr. • KAMALKRIBHNA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister ,be 
-pleased to state what is the basis for his information *iren in answer 
<•) * ■ 
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Ttw Hon’bt* Nawab Khwtja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dpica: 

1 have already stated that the information is based on the report from 
tfife District Magistrate. 

t 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: Has , the Hon'ble Minister gone 

through the contents of the proceedings of the Local Board? 

c 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH 'Bahadur, of Dace*: 

I have already stated that I have gone through them, but the proceed- 
ings are confidential, and, t hereto! e, I cannot state what the 
proceedings are. 

( Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AH 8INHA: How can the proceedings 
of the Local Board be confidential? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HHA ROY: 1 want to know whether the 
Hon’ble Minister has gone through the minutes of the Ijocal Board 
meeting. Ilis answer is based on the report of the proceedings of the 
meeting of the Local Board concerned. # 

Mr. SPEAKER : That quest ion does not arise. If you want any 
information you can ask him a question, but whether the .Hon’ble 
Minister has gone through a particular paper or not is not the subject- 
matter of the original question. 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: My submission is that one of the 
members, mini el \ , Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra, was not allowed to take 
part in the meeting, and in answer the Hon’ble Minister says “No”. 
Jn the minutes of the proceedings it will be found that Dr. Kali 
Krishna Mitra was not allowed to take part in the meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou can usk a straight question, viz., is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that it is stated in the report? of 
the proceedings that l)r. Kali Krishna Mitra was not allowed to take 
part in the meeting. 

(Turning to the Hon'ble Minister) Mr. Roy s question is whether 
the Hon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that in the report of the 
proceedings of the Local Board it is mentioned that *Dr. Kali Krishna 
Mitra was not allowed to take part? (Dr. Nalinaksha Saxyal: By 
the police.) • 

r TN Hon'bl. Nawab Khwtja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af Daeoai 

I am not aware of it. 
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Mlimbsr of debt Settlement Dowds in police-station It no, Myroonsingh.' 


•370. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: (a) Will th*.Hoi/rt« 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Kura! Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state the names of the Debt Settlement Boards 
now functioning in police-station Itna within the district of Mymeii- 
singh ? 


(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from the formation of each of these Bisirds up to 
December, 1938 — 


(?) the numlier of cases filed; 

(??) the number of eases disjmsed of; 

(???) the number of sittings called; and 

(iv) the numlier of sittings adjourned for want of quorum P 

(c) If the number of cases disjHised of by each Boa/Sl is small, will 
the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state the reason therefor P 

(d) Wha^ is tht monthly establishment costs of all these Boards? 

(e) What step, it any, do the Government pmjmse to take for better 
functioning of these Boards? 

(/) Is it in the contemplation of Government to constitute thnna 
Boards in backward areas? ® 


The Hon’fcle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Kaji, 

Dhanpur, Mirga, Itna, Badla, Baribari, Elenjuri, .Toysbidhi, Katkhal, 
Dhaki and Keorjoie. 

(6) ( i ) 2,535. 

(ii) 42b 
(???) 796. 

(ir) 174. 

• • 

(c) The numlier of cases disused of is rather small, but this was 
due to failure of quorums on account of unfavourable local condition*. 

(d) Us. 231. 

(e) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

</) No. 

Mr, MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to anawer (*), will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly explain what is meant by t&e word* 
“unfavourable local conditions”? 
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. The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MU LUCK: Unfavour- 

A • 

able local conditions are somewhat of t this nature: the area is locally 
ktown to he bhanti area, which remains under deep water for several 
months,* *and movement from^one place to another cannot be made 
except by boat, which is often very risky. 

r 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the, Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the figure in answer lb)(ii) indues the 
cases which were dismissed for default; if so, what is the number of 
such cases? 

Thfc Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice, Sir. 


Free distribution of seeds to Union Boards. 

*371. Khan Bahadur MaUIvi ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY : 

Will the Hon’lile Minister in charge of the Agriculture Depnitnient lie 
pleased to state — 

(a) the number of the Union Boards in each district vrtiicl) leceived 

this year free distribution of seeds fiom the agricultural 
department; and 

(b) whether the Government propose to distribute seeds ^free to 

some of the Union Boards in the district oi Tippera? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: m) Union Boards aie not 
supplied with seeds free of charge. Seeds are supplied free to JHi Union 
Board Farms and 285 Demonstration Centres organised In this depart- 
ment throughout the province. 

(b) No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tin* flood-affected areas have been taken in the 
list for free distribution of seeds? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If the question is 
whether seeds are distributed to union boards, then all I can say is 
that it is not done. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In any case, that question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any union board farm in the district of 
Tippera ? 
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,Th* Hon’bt* Mr, TAMjZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot say that' 
offhand. Probably, there are. • 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how manj* demonstration centres or union board farms 
are there in the district of Palma P 

Mr# 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Appointment of Babu Chanchal Charan Cuba Thakurta aa a Bub- 
Deputy Col lector. 

*372, Maulvi MD. ABDU8 8HAHEED* (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chaige of the Home Department he pleased to state whether 
it was a tact that n»prol>ntionary Sub- lh»put ( \ Collector has been 
appointed under notifieat ion No. 841 A. 1)., .’Kith Ma\, JffijS, published 
in the Cahutta Gazette , dated the 9th June, 1988? 

{if) ill the Hon’ble Minister U* pleased to state whether the said 
officer was a*Settlemcnt Kunungo on the date of his promotion to the 
rank of Sulr-Deputy Collector? 

(c) Is it not a fact — 

(t) *that he held a substantive appointment as “Record *Keeper” 
in the office ol the Director of Land Re< mils and not as a 
Settlement Kunungo; and 

t») that he was promoted from the rank of clerk? 

( d ) If the answer to iy) {n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether all Collectois and heuds of the 
departments of the Secretariat were asked to send in nominations from 
the clerical stall ? 

(e) If the answer to p/) is in the negative, will the Hon’ ble Minister 
be^le^ed to state why the Director of Land Records, Bengal, only wa« 
asked to send nomination from his clerical staff? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a feeling exists amongst the 
clerical staff of other offices ? 

(g) If so, what action, if any, does he propose to take against a 
recurrence ? • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: («) A number of Sub- 
Deputy Collectors were appointed in this notification. It is presumed 
that the hon’ble member refers to Babu Chanebala Charan Cuba 
Thakurta. 



Qtf ELIONS. 


( [20th April, 


118 


« ( b) t (d) and (f) No. 

.(c) Tee. 

\e) The Director of Land Records was not asked for nominations 
from his clerical staff, but only from Kanmigoes. In error, he sent up 
the name of this officer who was an ex-Kanungo. 

(g) The error was discovered after the appointment was made, but, 
as the officer in question* had had a distinguished «reeord as a Kanungo 
and had earned his promotion by virtue of his services as a Kanungo, 
no action was considered necessary. 

D i. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hobble Minister he 
pleased to state who was the Director of Land Records who recom- 
« mended this officer? , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe it was Mr. 

Kindersley. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give a reply to the specific question (//), \vhioh unfortunately 
has not been dealt with in t lie answer given? The question was: “If 
so, what action, if an\, does he propose to take against a recurrence”, 
but no answer has been given to that. 

Mr. S peaker: That is human nature! (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I have notified the 
Director of Land Records that in future this should not he done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But what about the other 
departments ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Such nomination is not 
likely to recur, because in this partieului case what happened was that 
the kanungo happened to he on the clerical staff. It is e^treipely 
unlikely that another case of this character will ever again occur. 


Kalupania Debt Settlement Board, Noakhali. 

*373. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: AVill the Htm’ble Miniver in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased tp state — 

v (a) the date ou which the Kalupania Debt Settlement Board within 
police-station Sandwip in the district of Noakhali began to 
function : 
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*, tke number of cases filed in the Debt Settlement Board together, 
with the dates of' filing of the applications since the date 
the Board began to function up to the 28th February, IMG ; 

(c) the number of cases disposed of. by the Board during the said 

period ; 

(d) the number of eases still pending in the Board ; and 

(e\ whether agd % if so, how many times the Circle Officer inspected 
the Board? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) 9th 

February, 1987. * 

(b) A statemenl is laid on the Library table. 

(c) 04. 

(d) 721. 

(e) Nine times. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answers (c) and 
(d), will the Hon bb* Minister be pleased to state why the number of 
cases disposed of is so small compared with the number of cases still 
pending, namely, 721 ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ] think I 
have bad occasion to explain the position from time to time* in this 
House, \n In* li 1 stated that, to start with, the boards do take some time 
to understand the nature of the work. We are. however, trying to 
hurry up these matters as quickly as possible. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: 3?$ (3HT GUSH'S *^T CHAU 

fa a? JR statement Library table <a STXT 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

• 0 

dotes tr« Jalpaiguri Khas Mahal that changed hands and establishment 
of agricultural farms in Western Duars Khas Mahal. 

•374. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference 
to th* reply to uastarred question No. 84 of the 21st March, 1989, will 
the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a\ how many of the 1942 jotes that have changed hands since 
Mr. Mukherjee’s settlement have passed into the hands of 
the non-Bengalis; 
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(6) the names of places in the Western Omars Ehas Mabal where six 
agricultural demonstratiop farms *have recently been 
established; and 

(c)*the names of places , where six more agricultural farms are 
proposed to be established for yhich provision has been made 
in the Budget of 1939-40? 

4 

The Hon’Me 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Out 1,942 

jotes, 297 jotes have passed into the hands of the non-3engalis. 

(b) Agricultural demonstration farms have been started in the fol- 
lowing centres: — 

(1) Alipur Duars. 

(2) Salsalabari. * 

(3) Parerpar. 

(4) Falakata. 

(6) Madaivhat. 

(6) Rangalibazna. 

( c ) Three farms will be established in the following centres of 
Moynaguri Tahsil: — 

(1) Singimari. ' 

(2) 'Churabhamlar. 

(3) Padamati. 

The sites of other three farms have not yet been selected. They will 
be established in Kumargram Duar Tahsil. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of introducing legislation to prevent 
lands from passing into the hands of non-Bengalis and non-agricul- 
turists ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: As 1 Wfthe 
privilege to state before, the question of legislation to pievent lands 
from passing into the hands of non-agriculturists is under the con- 
sideration of Government. It is a complicated matter, and it will take 
some time. As regards preventing lands from passing into the hands 
of non-Bengalis, naturally non-agriculturists wfll include non- 
Bengalis ! 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pissed to state the total area of the 297 jotes that have passed into 
the hands of non-Bengalis? 
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Hm Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice,. 
Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 

pleased to state if the statement made by him refers to other areas 
besides Jalpaigur^ khas lands? 

«• • • • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleased to state if Government are considering 1 the desirability of intro- 
ducing legislation* before the Land Revenue Commission submit tliei^ 
report ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 'Hmt (juestion doe* not arise. 


^ Petitions filed for settlement of d8bts. 

*375. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing district 
by district, from the year of t lit* establishment of the Debt Settlement 
Boards in the district up till the present time — 

(m the total amount ot debts for the settlement of which petitions 
have been filed before the different Boards; and 

(it) the maximum amount of a single debt for the settlement of 
which a debtor has filed petition before any Board? 

(b) Has any method been adopted for speedy disposal of the cases 
before the Boards? 

(c) # Tf the answer to (h) i> in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the method adopted and with what 
result ? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: in) (?) A state- 
ment is laid on the Library table. 

(u) I have no information. 

( h ) Measures designed to secure speedier disposal are adopted /rom 
time to time on the basis of experience gained 
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( 0 ) It would take too long to enumerate all these measure* in detail : 
in particular, the two following steps Jiave been taken : The Rules have 
kfi^n amended to allow — 

(t) simultaneous issue of flotices under sub-section ( 2) of section 12 
and sub-section (7) of section 13 and of orders under section 
14 for production ot documents: and 

( it ) transaction of routine business by any one piember of the w Board. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of a- single case in which the debt of 
amount involved was Its. 25 lakhs in a single application? 


* The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there was a single case in the Jalpai- 
guri district where the amount involved exceeded Rs. 25 lakhs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUL'LICK#" 1 am not 

aw'are of it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased c to state if his department keeps information about big land- 
holders applying to ihe Debt Settlement Hoard for settlement of sums 
exceeding tin* amount which an agriculturist can ever conceive of 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: With reference to answer (r 1 , will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stale what is the basis of his experience? 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise. 

» * 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. T draw your attention to 
answer ( 0 ) (//). I wanted to know the maximum amount of a single 
debt for the settlement of which petitions have been filed before the 
different boards and the answer is “I have no information.'’ J wanted 
to know a definite information and the question was admitted on the 
27 th February and after two months,. the Hon’ble Minister savs that he 
has no information. There is section 55 (2A) of the Agricultural 
Debtors Act which provides for fixing the maximum amount of debt 
which oould be dealt with by the Debt Settlement Boards and I wanted 
to know if any maximum amount has been fixed? 
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“i'TN HOU’W. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: I would refer , 

to the statement which I made at the time of the budget. The 
maximum amount has been decided upon but we have got to jettle Ufe 
terms of the rules according to the legal phraseology. That is why Che 
rules have not been published 

Dr. MALINA£8HA 8ANYAL: Will tfye Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state by what time he is expecting to be in a position to 
issue the rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In the course 

of a few weeks. 

• * 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will The Hmi’Me Minister be 
pleased to state it the (jibinct 1ms decided to fix the maximum amount 
at Rs. 5 , 000 ? * , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: lie cannot be expected to disclose Cabinet secrets. 

• 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the flon'ble Minister be 
pleased to sUitc if lie enquired before answering ijpy question what was 
the maximum amount of a single debt for which application pas filed 
before a Debt Settlement Hoard in the province? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 would 
request the honourable member to realise that we have to deal with 20 
districts in the province having !J,o00 hoard* dealing with several lakhs 
of such cases. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : The Hon’ble Minister has given 
o long statement of the total amount of debts, district by district; so 
if he Itad only intended to get that information, be could have 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 cannot allow this sort of argument. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU • Will the Hoifble Minister be 
pleased to state if he enquired of the amount of a single maximum debt 
in an application that was filed before a Debt Settlement Hoard? 


Mr. 8PEAKBR: He has already said that it is impossible to*fmd 
this ont when dealing with 3,500 boards. 
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Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS: Debt Settlement Board ** 
flt fCICT, WtW* fwmym. maximum amount Tfa TOT! rule 
f* Cabinet a* r^R PR? C* protection C*RT? n8*u*H> 
2flFT*f FUSER arr? • 

r. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. I must say that 
for some time I have been noticing that questions arp being put by you 
which are not fair questions — I would not say for what reasoh — but 
Ihese are not fair questions and you also know perfectly well that they 
are so. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Election of Union Boards of Chandina and Laksham police-stations, 

Tippera. 

157. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (oj, Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased 
to stute when the election of the Union Boards oi Chandina and Laksham 
police-stations of the district of Tippera was held? 

(b) Have the names of the elected and nominated members been 
published in the Gazette? 

(c) When the elections of the Union Boards of other police-stations 
of the Sudar subdivision were held? 

(d ) Whether the names of the elected and nominated members of 
the police-stations of the Sadar subdivision other than Chandina and 
Laksham have been published in the Gazette? If so, when? 

(e) If the answer to clause (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons lor the delay in publishing the 
names? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Between the 28th March and the 4th April, 1938. 

(b) No. 

(c) In December, 1937, and January, 1938. 

(rf) Yes. The names were published in the ('alcaSla Gazette of the 
24th November and the loth December, 19118. 

(e) The proposals for nominations, which were submitted by the 
Subdivisional Officer to the District Magistrate in the latter part of 
August, 1938, were returned to the former by the District Magistrate 
after scrutiny on the 1st September, 1938, with directions to endeavour 
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to pnd Scheduled Castes nominees in specific cases. Revised proposals t 
were accordingly submitted by the Subdivisional Officer on the 21st 
September, 1938, and the matter was then referred to the Cluurman 
the District Board for his opinion. The # Chairman’s comments* whrnh 
were received on the 7th November. # 1938, necessitated a further 
reference to the Subdivisional Officer and after the receipt of the 
latter s reply on Nie ‘21st November, 1938, enquiries had again to be 
made £rom him as*tci the suitability of the proposed nominees. The 
Subdivisional Officer s report having been received on the 7th December, 
1938, final orders were passed by the District Magistrate on the 8th 
December for notifying the names of the selected persons. 

The District Magistrate has reported that the matter was 
subsequently lost sight of by his office and that the notification was 
finally sent to the llengal Government Press on the oth January, 1939, * 
for publication in the Gazette. On an enquiry made by Government 
from the Superintendent , Bengal Government Press, lion ever, it appears 
that the notification in question has not been actually received by him 
from the District Magistrate. The Divisional ( ommisstoner has been 
asked to have an enquiry made into the matter and to have the nomina- 
tions published as <g»rly ns possible. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether projwisals lor nomination* made by the Sub- 
division^ Officer are in all cases refeired to the Cliaiinmn of the District 
Board for his opinion or there was an exception made in this case? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In nearly oil cases these are referred to the Chairman of the District 
Board. 

Eden Canal and certain other Canal Revenue Divisions. 

158. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI : (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department aware — 

(«) that the area irrigated by the Eden Canal has decreased; and 
(ti) that the same staff have been all along maintained for the 
Eden Canal? 

(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(t) that there is no post of a head clerk in the Midnapore ( anal 
Revenue Division; and 

(it) that the post of a head clerk has been created in the Damoflar 
Canal Revenue Division? 
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, Th. Hofi’bla Maharaja tRIS CHANDRA NANDY; «f Caasimbaar: 

(a) (i) Ye*. . 

Out the question of reduction is under consideration. 

( b ) Yes. 


Suicidal death of Rati Kanta Mandal of Krishnapun Lohagara Union. 

4 * H 

159. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that one Rati Kanta 
Mainkil ot Krishnapur, Lohagara Union, jioliee-station Lohagara, com- 
mitted suicide? 

(b) If mu, what are the reasons for taking such* a fatal step? 

o 

{ c ) Will the Hon’ Hie Minister l>e pleased to state what was the 
amount of the gratuitous relief given to the Lohagara Union both in 

the shape of money and rice?' 

• 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the 
Subdivisional Officer of Narail enquired into the matter referred to 
in (a)? 0 • 

(e) If so, what is the result of such enquiry? 

{/) Has it been ’brought to the knowledge of the Hon’ble Minister 
that a clumber of people are still passing their days without* food in 
Lohagara police-station particularly in villages Ohalighat, Raigram, 
Pnikonari, Fedi, Lal-Mahiskhola, Sahalmjpui and others? 

{y) It the unswer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter lie pleased to make an emjuiiy and take necessary steps in the 
matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Yes 

(6) and (c) He had been suffering for a long time from nervous 
debility and earache and was under the treatment of some local 
physicians. As he got no relief he went to Calcuttu in A'raFaiU last 
but had to return disappointed as there was no improvement. As he 
could not bear the sufferings due to the ear disease he committed 
suicide. 

ir) <‘17 maunds, 28 seers and 13 ehittaks of rice have been distributed 
in the Union. Money doles have not been given in \,he area. 

(d) Yes.. 

(/) No. Recently the Subdivisional Officer visited Raigram and 
MVrichpashn. No one made any such complaint before him. 

( g ) Does not arise. 
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ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answers (d)\ 
att4 (*), w iH the Honlde Minister be pleased to state, the source of hi#, 
information ? * 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: District 

Magistrate. 

% 

^*e»ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state if he is aware that Kati Kantu Mandul had been to the 
Union Board President of lohagara and after being refusal, he intimat- 
ed to bis wife that the President of the Union Board said that he being 
a stalwart figure 

Mr. SPEAKER*: You cannot make a .statement ; you lutd better put# 
your supplementary question. * 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HN7\ CHOSE: In Order to put my supplementary 
question, I have got in make a statement. Sir. • 

Mr. SPEAKER* I am afraid, you cannot. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: U the llon’hle Minister aware of 
the fact that the rejMirt that he has received is noil a correct one, and 
that the man committed suicide because he could not get his food? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The honourable 

member himself is rather supplying the information and not asking for 
information. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the President of the Union Board himself admitted that the man com- 
mitted suicide because he did not get his food!* 

•The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. That i» 

not the Government’s information. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware 
that Ratikanta Mandal went to the President of the Union Board for 
help but was refused ? 

The Hon’ttfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
no information on that point. 

(Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose wanted to put further questions, but wae 
not allowed to do so by the Speaker as the time for questions Was over.) 
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. Mr. /TUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I submit" that tbe mair oopi- 
«aitted suicide because be could not get any food 

\lr. SPEAKER: I may telj you that after the question time is over, 
no further questions are allowed. This was never done. It is no use 
arguing with me. .You ought to remember that certain conventions 
must be observed. After the time is over, I eannot'allow any farther 
supplementary quest ions* to be put. You must pvt <t off till tkp next 
•day. 


Appointments under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937. 

160. Maulvi MD. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: (?/) Will the Hon’hle 
‘'Minister in charge of f he Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of appointments with designations and scales of 
pay made under the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, since 
1937; 

<(//) the names, age, caste and tlu» place of residence of the persona 
appointed ; and i ^ 

(Hi) whether all those vacancies had been duly advertised before 
they were filled up? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) ( iti ) is in the negative, will the c Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Establishment of 8pecial Boards for to-operative Central Banks in 

Tippera. 

161. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HASAN UZZAM AN: (a) W^l *the* 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebt- 
edness Department be pleased to state whether the Government con- 
template establishment of Co-operative Central Bank Special Board at 
Tiftksam Central Bank and in other Banks of Tippera? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the District Magistrate has submitted his suggestion 
for nomination of members of Laksam Central Bank Special 
Board; and 

Xw) if not, what are the reasons for the delay? 
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* * ic ) Are the Gotbrfhnent considering the desirability of establishing 
tto said* Board by the*30th April, 19d9? * * • 

The Hon 9 ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKt»(a) /he 

question of establishing surh a Board is tinder discussion with the local 
officers. 

ib) and (c) Do* not arise. 

* • 

ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 

. Mr. 8A8ANKA SEJ^HAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, siiu-e the 
Chief Minister has arrived to-day. may I have your leave to move the 
adjournment motkgi the notice of which I have given before. The other 
day you were pleased to postpone the nutter owning to t he unavoidable* 
absence of the Hon’ hie the Chief Minister. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I "will hove to (Minsideik- whether this motion is in 
order or not. # 

1 want to know from the Chief Minister whether this speech was 
delivered by him a*fa Minister of Government or in his private capacity. 
This is the only point at issue. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You khow, Sir, as well as 

I do. • # 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no personal knowledge; I can tell you that 
1 have not read the speech. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: A Minister cannot divest 
himself of his capacity as such. He is a public servant. He is a whole- 
time servant and is paid out of the public exchequer. He has made a 
public utterance, and that utterance has affected a large section of the 
public. It has also the effect of inciting another section of the public. 
We as representatives of the public are entitled to discuss such public 
ut&rafiees which are likely to have serious repercussion upon the public 
at large. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I want to know from the Chief Minister whether 
the speech was delivered at the meeting of the Bengal Provincial 
Muslim League in his private capacity or on behalf of Government? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Before 'the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has replied to the point rai#e<?by 
you, I want to know whether as Speaker you would be pleased to accept 
10 » 
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«my statement of the HoiTble the Chief Minister with regard to a ques- 
tion of fact. Whether Mr. Fazlul Huq had been functioning at the 
moment as the Chief Minister of Bengal or had ceased to function, that 
is \£e pjpiiit. Whether he has made the statement in his personal 
capacity or not is not a matter /or us to enquire. Every speech that he 
makes is to be presumed an act of the C^ief Minister, and the public 
of Bengal will take k as such so long as he has been functioning as the 
Chief Minister. It is not a matter on which the opftiion of the .Chief 
Minister counts. * * 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will you please remember that it 
was abatement of the public policy of the Cabinet at a meeting held 
for a political purpose? 

<• Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly the point I want to know — 
whether it was a statement of* public policy. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR «A8U: The question is whether the 
speech itself dmcloses that the statement was a statement of public 
polic> . Under t lie present constitution it will be difficult to distinguish 
between a public and a private capacity of a Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will hear you later. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Chief Minister has all along 
been in the habit of saying one tiling one day and denying it the next 
day. What is the use of taking his view on the matter then? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After all the remarks that 
have been made 1 pray that the discussion should take place I 
adhere to the statement 1 made. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ldo not think I should be guided by the impas- 
sioned statement of one side or the other that discussion should take 
place. It is my dutj as Speaker to see as to whether the rules are 
correctly observed or not. From that point of view when a statement 
is made, I should like to know whether that is a statement, of Govern- 
ment policy or merely a private speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: l'lieie was a public meet- 
ing. I made a statement and I take the full lesponsibility for it. It 
was not a statement of Go\ eminent, but I made a Statement and l 
take the full responsibility for it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know whether jour statement was made 
as that of the Chief Minister? 



* 

ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


131 


# 

* Tht Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It cannot be the 
•{Element of Government. We are no party to that statement. * 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: But your Chief adhlusd id it 

and you are backing him up. • 

• 

The Hon’ble f* r. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKE?R: l can make a 
speech^ like that ^ a Hindu meeting. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* You huve been thoroughly 
exposed. You have not the moral courage of conviction. 

• 

The Hon’blo Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: You have always 
got the Finance Minister in vour brain. 

• m 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Shame to the Hindu Ministers. 

m 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 'SARKERt Slmme to the 

opposition . 

* 

. Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to lu»\e a discussion on this point. 

I think it is the duty of the responsible leaders both to my right and 
to my left to see that there is no excitement in a« matter like this. 1 
have tob make a decision as to whether this matter comes witjiin the 
adjournment motion or not. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI ; It is a shame to the 
Hindu Ministers that they should hack their Chief in such a matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER ■ 1 know you, Mr. Hai Chaudlimi . to be a man 
of sober temper. 

It is very difficult ioi me to earn on the business of the House if 
there is such excitement. Tt is a veiv iinpoitant mattei ami I hope 
thaj feelings which aie likely to he roused will not cloud the real issue 
for the time being before me as to whether this motion is in order or 
not. I am really prepared to hear you on the point, if it is necessary, 
as to whether this motion is in order or not. The difficulty of this 
motion fit being an adjournment motion) is that it must conform to 
certain canons and one of the canons is that the motion must deal with 
a matter on which a resolution could Dot be moved. Well, a resolu- 
tion cannot be moved on any matter with which a member of Govern- 
ment is not connected in his official capacity or public capacity. 

# 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* r Io which rule do you refer? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Please find it out. I am surprised to find that 
Dr. Sanyal does not know the rules. I will however show it to yo(i. 

fer. NAlINAKSHA SANYAL: Which rule? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Section 94 of the # Rules and Standing Orders 
says “Provided that no resolution shall be admissible which does not 
comply with the following condition, namely: — , • 

It shall not contain arguments, inferences, ironical expressions or 
defamatory statements, nor shall it refer to the conduct or 
. charaetei of persons except in their official or public capacity" 

That being so, I have to be satisfied whether it is in connection 
*with an official or public capacity. An adjournment motion is also 
subject to certain other lestrictive provisions. It has been the position 
not merely in India but also in Parliament 1 hat unless that mattei 
somehow connected with Government — an adjournment motion which 
is a censure on Government cannot hi* moved. On that point l 
want elucidation as to whether this is a mattei which is the policy of 
Government or is connected with the action ot Government. But mem- 
bers might ask what is the proper method of ventilating their grievances 
on this matter where a Minister in his private capacity delivers a 
speech like the one under discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has made it abundantly clear. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as that matter is concerned what is the 
remedy? There are three remedies open. One is adjournment motion: 
another is No-Confidence Motion and the third is Resolution. The 
question is whether it comes within the puiview of an Adjournment 
Motion or not. I have been very carefully going into this matter for 
some time and if it is not a statement of policy of Government as it 
has been elicited but merely a statement of one who is a member of 
the Government 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Or a mud man. 

The HorPble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: l)r. Sanyal must with- 
draw that expression. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The only "question is the 
admissibility of the motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention has been drawn to the fact that 
Dr. Sanyal has used an objectionable expression. 
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* D*, NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: I said that the statement of 
mad man as you suggested might be ignored. 

#. / 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, {( fries of “withdraw" from the 
Coalition Benches.) » 

I must say \hat it is most unfair that anybody should interrupt 
when the Speaker is on his legs however gootj and just the eause might 
be. J)r. Sunyal, will you withdiaw that expression Y 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I submit. Sii, that it is not an 
imputation against anybody; I have not named any puitieulur ^person. 
I would rather withdraw trotn tlie House than withdruw that expres- 
sion. I ou cannot he so unfair to me hv insisting on mv withdrawing 
the expression when I meant nobody. I am soirv*to say. Sir, that by this 
you will be helping the othe? side. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA * I .wanted to ^ make it quite 
clear to you 

Mr. Khvtaja SHAH ABUDDIN; On a point ol order, Sir. I tlmik 
it is not in keeping: with the dignitx and piestige of the House to dis- 
cuss anything: furthei unless and until \011r order is carried out. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Now Dr. Sanya) sa\s he did not sav • anything 1 
about a paifirular person I i an not ask him therefore to withdraw- 
it. 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: He did not s»v that He definite- 
ly said, “I will not withdraw”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Id ill not heai him s»\ so. Ills voice wa> drowned 
in the noise. He was just going to <a\ soinethiug when theie was an 
inten uption. 

• . 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: That is exact 1 \ the j>oint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have made it perfectly clear 
that I did not mention any name oj refer to any individual. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was your statements 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You weir saying that it wi^ the 
statement of a private person in his private capacity and I added along 
with that “or a mad mar/*. It does not refer to any individual. 
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4 Mr. K. NOORUDDIN; Dr. Sanyal has said that you are showing 
partiality to this section of the House. 

\ '•* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have t&ken notice of that, and I am coming 
to that later on. Whatever be the excitement of the members in this 
House, the Speaker is the one person who is not expected to lose his 
head and I hope it will ^e remembered that if the speaker also 'loses 
his head it will be very difficult to keep control over the House. I 
must say from the manner in which some members of the House are 
creating noise that it is very difficult for the Speaker to come to a 
right conclusion over facts. Now, if the statement is in the nature of 
what Dr. Sanya] says, then I must say that it is not a reflection. My 
impression was that he referred to the speech of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Slinistei. He says that* he lias not done so. As that interruption was 
in the midst, of a general statement which I was making, well, coming 
after that, it was not an imputation. t 

Apart from that Dr. Sanyal has made a most serious imputation 
against the Speaker and I would now adjourn the House. I do not 
propose to take the Chair again till the House decides what steps it is 
going to take against this imputation. c 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am perfectly willing to with- 
draw all the imputations that I might have made against the Speaker. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, now that 
Dr. Sanyal h as made an unqualified withdrawal and apology, I think 
you, Sir, in your generosity and in full consciousness of the dignity 
of your position, will be pleased to accept it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to accept that. But I must 
ask the Leaders of the different Groups to help me in carrying on my 
functions as the Speaker by keeping under severe control members who 
can make a statement of that nature even in the midst of excitement, 

and I have nothing further to add. It is not a question of argument. 

* 1 

So far as the discussion is concerned, I will give my reason as to 
why the motion for adjournment is not in order. For the time being 
it seems to me that the motion is not in order. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You have not heard us, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to hear from one on your side 
only about the legal point. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard 
to the legal point I wopld like to mention that it is a matter of very 
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great public importance inasmuch as under the present constitution* 
the Ministers will be called upon to make statements of their policy — 
policy of Government — before their party assemblages. In dU pretent 
case the Hon’ble the Chief Minister while presiding over a meeting 
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League made ^ statement of policy 
which evidently ^everybody in that meeting and those outside who 
had rjiad that report must have taken a« n statement of policy of the 
Government. I would submit. Sir, that the feeling that has been 
created in the province 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, I hope you will confine yourself *to the 
legal point. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Y*m, Sir* the statement that he* 
has made can legitimately give rise to a feeling that it is a statement 
of policy on behalf of the Government bv one who certainly is entitled 
to represent the policy of the Government before the public. I submit, 
Sir. that this House can by an adjournment motion question that 
statement and raise that question for an answer from the Minister 
who is responsible* tor a statement of that character. It is extremely 
difficult, Sir, to dissociate the public character of the Minister in a 
matter of public policy delivered on a public occasion at an important 
meeting of a political party which is the party to which the Minister 
himself belonged at that moment and still belongs. I would, there- 
fore. submit. Sir, that if you once decide that these statements of 
policy in political meetings which certainly have a politieal aspect 
and will influence public opinion or sentiment in this province are 
beyond the purview or the scope of adjournment motions, then I 
submit that it will result in a substantial curtailment of the 
privileges of this House. This House is the only forum, Sir, where 
the Ministers can really be put on their trial on their statements of 
policies made in such, public meetings. I would, therefore, submit, 
Sir, tli at if you once hold that this is not within the purview of an 
adjournment motion, it will be difficult for us to exercise our function 
installing into question such statements which have been or may be 
made from time to time. There are two other remedies pointed out 
by you, viz., a no-confidence motion or a resolution. I submit then; 
might be alternative remedies, but that does not deprive us of the 
other remedy if that is unquestionably open to us. I, therefore, 
submit that you ‘will not take steps to curtail our rights and privileges 
and thereby deprive the Opposition of a very valuable right which 
has been conferred upon it by the Government of India Act and the 
rules piade thereunder. ^ 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, may I only add that 
Major Attlee’s speech was the subject of discussion in the House of 
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♦Parliament — a speech made at a Scottish Dinner of the Premier; atid 
so far as my recollection goes — I dm not quite sure of the fact — there 
hav/* beeA other cases including that of Sir Stafford Cripps. On that 
basis. Sir, you cannot disaociute the personality of the Premier and 
the President of a political association when he is making a speech 
in public in a political conference. While he. r is continuing as 
Premier, it is absolutely necessary that we should h%ve an opportunity 
of discussing the matter. My friends have suggested the motion of 
no-confidence. That may wait: we may not now despair of pointing 
out the error of his ways and helping the establishment of communal 
peace .and harmony in this province. If you rule out an adjournment 
motion on a technical ground as to whether he was actually speaking 
as tie Chief Minister or as the President of the Muslim League, we 
shall be deprived of a corrective remedy with regard to some wrongs 
done bv a person whose position requires that every word should lie 
uttered with the utmost caution. This is whip I want you, Sir, to 
consider. 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Sir, 1 submit 
that if it is accepted as a matter for an adjournment motion, it would 
be clouting a dangerous precedent. This is a Coalition Government, 
and every Minister has a right to speak to his part\ as to how the party 
should organise itself. I am quite sure that even at a public meeting, 
even at the conference of the Muslim League, whatever tV Chief 
Minister might have said, must have been his own view' as President 
of the Muslim League. It has nothing to do with the Government 
policy, because if it had been a Government policy, he ought to have 
consulted us. As he lias said something to his co-religionists, so I am 
perfectly at liberty to say to the Hindus to organise themselves to 
fight against the Muhammadans. You may remember. Sir, that at 
a Muslim League meeting at Lucknow wdiich the Hon’ble the Chief 
Ministei attended as a delegate he said something which I did not 
corroborate, — I refuted it in newspapers saying that 1 did not 

subscribe to his policy (Dr. Xu.inaksha Swyai. : A happy 

family indeed!) We non not be a happy family. As a matter* of 
fact. Sir. that has nothing to do with the polic\ of a Coalition Govern- 
ment. As regards the case of Major Attlee. 1 do not remember the 
case well. Hut so far as I know, it was in connection with the policy 
of the Government and not the case of an individual w’ho addressed 
his own view to his own partx . That is why Major Attlee’s case 
cannot he taken as a precedent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. San tosh Kumar Ba*u and Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta have raised certain points and have given certain 
precedents. In view* of that. I think I should not give my final 
decision to-day. This will help me to consider the matter in detail 
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and in a dispassionate manner. I can assure the House that while* 
t shall not allow myself to be carried away by any feeling for one 
side or the other as to whether the motion should be allowed* or not. 

I shall rigidly abide by the rules as »l understand them. It may 
happen that my understanding of the rules might not be correct. — the 
honourable members certain! \ possess a remedy for that. So far as 
my sttidy of the lyaterials at hand are concerned, my present inclina- 
tion iif*that the motion is not in older; but in view of the points just 
raised, I want time to consider the whole thing in fuller detail and 
then give my decision thereon. As this will take time, 1 am of opinion 
that the question of urgency will not arise. • 

I now call upon Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali to move Resolution 
No. I which stands in his name. # 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: sir. I beg to move — 

# • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN< 1 am **er\ sorry to 
inteirupl at this stage. Sir. It the adjournment motion is to 
allowed at all, it should be done to-day and not later, because of the 
importance o# the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a poinl oi order. Sii. The 
matter of the adjournment motion has been closed for the present and 
the regular business oi the House has already been taken •up. Ill 
these circumstances, the question of taking up the adjournment motion 
to-da\ cannot be raised. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In view of the fact that the 
Opposition have expressed their willingness to take up the adjourn- 
ment motion to-day and I also want it to be discussed to-day, 1 would 
ask you to fix a time for it to-day. I am accepting the challenge of 
the Opposition. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: K ven if it is accepted b\ \ou, I have got to see 
wh»th<tr it i" in order, and unless and until I am satisfied. I cunnnt 
allow the discussion to take pla°e. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS 

t 

Reduction of Pay for New Entrants to Indian Civil Sorvieo. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rise to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion 'that the Secretary of State for India be moved 
to reduce the scale of pay for all new entrants to the Indian Civil 
Service and the Indian Police Service. 
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' A very eminent political leader of this country once said that 
members of the Indian Civil Service are seldom Indians, hardly ever 
civil ana by no means a servant. But it is gratifying to note that 
to-day happily that charge does not fullj hold good, for quite a good 
proportion of them * are Indians and a large number of them have 
become civil. With the advent of the present Refdrms and transfer- 
ence of greater powers to the* Legislature, the superiority consciousness 
of the Indian Civil Servants is slowly but perceptibly undergoing a 
change. I mention this because the resolution I am sponsoring to-day 
is not born out of any feeling of resentment or grievance which in the 
past have so often embittered relations between the services and the 
public. In the past, men in the sendees have often looked upon 

% themselves as demi-gods administering justice and mercy to a benighted 
populace, and naturally enough, in the public mind there was a sense 
of dull and impotent rage against public servants, paid out of public 
money, who treated their masters in a way haVdlv consonant with that 
relationship. Sf to-day 1 raise the question once again and want the 
scales of salaries of Indian Civil Service and Indian Police Service 
reduced, it is not out of any such feeling of resentment nor with the 
idea of making political capital out of it but because a calm and 
dispassionate survey of the financial situation in the country, a survey 
which it was perhaps impossible in the past to undertake with detach- 
ment, convinces me that princely scales and privileges enjoyed by 
these services are out of all proportion to and incompatible with the 
pressing economic needs of the people and the extremely meagre 
resources of the country. 

Sir. in a country where the bulk of the population cannot have 
even two square meals a day, where the question of dal hhat still 
presents the most burning problem of the hour, it is nothing short of 
a disgrace to superimpose on that country a service carrying a scale 
of pay which the already overburdened tax-paver can ill-afford to 
bear. It lias been maintained in the past at the cost of the hungry 
millions of half-famished, semi-clad, and disease-stricken people of 
this country and is being maintained at present as a legacy *of* the 
past bureaucratic Governments and shielded by the protecting wings 
of the Government of India Act of 1935. But with the dawn of a 
new era of a fairly democratic Government, it is but meet and proper 
that efforts should now be made to rectify as far as practicable the 
concomitant evils of foreign domination. « 

Sir, it is apparent from a mere cursory perusal of the budget that 
the present scale of pay of Imperial Service officers makes the 
administration of the province very top-heavy and leaves but a bare 
maVgin for important works of nation building. To quote a single 
instance, the maintenance of the establishments of the five Divisional 
Commissioners costs tfie Provincial Exchequer a huge and staggering 
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earn o! Rs. 4,06,000 pel annum, and that at a time when money oannot 
be found for free primary education about which the whole nrovince, 
with one voice, is insistent. Sir. the posts of such Divisional Cfcmmia- 
sioners can easily be abolished without affecting in any way the 
efficiency of the administration. Or, in the alternative, the number 
can ^fisily be reduced from 5 to 3, as suggested in the report of the 
Swan ^pmmittee. <ii jvhich you, Sir, were a member. Even this step 
would save a drainage of over a lakh and a half from the provincial 
coffers. Sir, the scales of pay of the provincial services have been 
revised and the basic salary reduced to Rs. 160 from Us. 250 per 
month. This ha-* certainh minimised the heavy charges unde/ the 
head “General Administration”, but there has been no proportionate 
reduction in the bffsic pay of the Imperial Services nor a revision in 
their scales. This. Sir. is inequitable atnl unjust. After all, there 
is very little difference in the quality of Indian recruits to the two 
services and in the nature of work expected of them. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI (to tha Hon’blt 
Mr. Nalini Rtfnjan barker): Win are you looking so pale!" 

(At this stage the Hon’hle Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker crossed over 
to the bench of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri.) • 

• 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Indian recruits to 
Imperial Services and the provincial services ure drawn from the same 
strata of society possessing the same type of qualifications. Instances 
are not rare when candidates unsuccessful at the competitive examina- 
tion for entrance to the Provincial Civil Services have competed and 
qualified for admission to the Imperial Services. 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: May 1 point out. Sir, 
thal we on this side of the House cannot hear anything because of the 
conversation (hat i** going on over there (pointing to the Oongrea# 
Benches) !" 

(At this stage the Hon’hle Mr Nalini Ranjan Sarker came back 
to hia seat.) 

• 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Finance Ministar 
has been snubbed bv the Home Minister! (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is always danger in crossing the floor! 
(Laughter.) » 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: And further, in stances are also 
not wanting when nominations to the Indian Civil Service have been 
made (tom the cadre of the Provincial Service. On the other band, 
examinations and methods <Jf recruitment to both the Imperial and 
the Provincial Services are also identical, with the result that we pay 
for our Indian Civilians a sum wholly disproportionate to the market- 
price at which they a^e available; especially in these days df acute 
and ever-growing unemployment problem. * ** 

1 lie Lee Commission report in discussing the question of the basic 
pa> the Imperial Services agreed with the view's expressed in the 
Islington Commission Report, which runs as follows: — 

“Government should pay so much and so 'much only to their 
employees as is necessary to* obtain recruits of the right stamp and to 
maintain them in such a degree of comfort and dignity as will shield 
them from temptation and jo*cp them officiant for the term of their 
service”. 4 

Sir, I accept that principle whole-heartedly, but that principle 
itself demands that the extravagant scales n<jjv prevalent in the 
Imperial Services must be curtailed, ('an any one f maintain that 
recruits of the right stamp will not he available even if the maximum 
salary of the Indian Civil Service were Its. I,o00 per mensem? Can 
any one maintain that Its. 1,000 would not be enough to maintain 
District Officers in a degree of comfort and dignity as will shield them 
from temptation and keep them efficient for their term of service? 
Further, is it not a fact that the degree of responsibility and initiative 
required from a Government servant has changed materially in the 
India of to-day? For. with the ushering in of the present reforms 
and the transferance of power from the Civil Servants to non -officials, 
the responsibility that so long vested in the officers of superior services 
have been curtailed to a von considerable extent, and, consequently, 
the> have now’ very little M-ope to succumb to temptations. Further, 
with the growing consciousness of the people and the interest evinced 
by local members of Legislatures, it is no longer possible for # Civil 
Servants and police officials to stoop to corruptions. One word more 
in this connection. Sir, in the previous regimes, in the days w r hen 
bureaucracy held sway, members of the Indian Civil Service had to 
adumbrate policies and direct lines of action which the Government 
of the day had to adopt. Kven District Officers ^'ere like feudatory 
chiefs, and one, as late as 1931, was known as the Maharaja of a 
certain district in this province. But with the dawn of a new era of 
constitutional Government in this country the District Officers, and 
e^en Secretaries of Departments, are to carry on mere routine work 
and to follow the policy dictated by responsible Ministers. This is 
partially w'hat it should be. I say “partially”, because we want our 
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CJVil Servants to occupy the same position in the administration of 
the* country as do the* Civil Servants in England or, for the matter 
of that, in any other country of the world. In England, the Home 
Oml Servants enjoy a scale of pa\ of about Rs. 250 to few. 850. 
This, too, in a country where living is dear. Rut. of course, in that 
country Civil Servants have iffi false sense of dignity of position, and, 
ther^re, can live humbh but comfortably. *But in India our 
Civilians have to Ijve like aristocrats, ^ow. Jmi*. what are the prime 
qualifications necessary in a Civil Servant? A recruit must be 
possessed of requisite educational qualifications, common-sense, and 
sound physique to enter the Civil Service. No expert or technical 
knowledge or qualification is necessan . Then win should a premium 
— a heavy premium at that — he paid for such recruitment? No other 
service in the world commands such emoluments, such privileges, and 
Mich facilities as ours. 

Now. Sir. I come to another question discussed by the Lee Commis- 
sion. namely, that of basic pa\ of European officers. The report has 
compared the initial salary of European assistants nn<T executives in 
mercantile firms in Calcutta. Hut I would like to point out that such 
comparison i^ absolutely out of place for several reasons. The chief 
point of difference iic^ in the tact that while mercantile assistants 
have to live in Calcutta with high rents and expensive cost of living 
in the Metropolis, our Civil Servants have to Ifve in the mufusna) 
with very cheap cost of establishment expenses, with free underlies, 
free medical advice, and often, as in the cose of the Subdivisional 
Officers, free houses. Then, the Civil Servants get an annual 
increment of Rs. 50 per month rising to almost a princely figure. 
Add to this the overseas pay, which alone costs our exchequer a sum 
of Rs. 1.45.400 for the Civil Servants alone, the grant of free passages 
to England, and concessional rebate in the matter of remittances to 
England. These factors make one believe that the high scale of pay 
is maintained for the purpose of British exploitation of Indian 
revenues. 

the Retrenchment Committee, appointed by a Government 
resolution, in deference to the wish of the Legislature, of the 25th April, 
1932, of which \ou. Sir, were a member, examined the question of 
the pay of Indian Civil Service officers anil suggested a reduction in 
the scale. Sir, the condition then prevalent was entirely different to 
that of the present time. We feel that the Committee, with its limited 
scope under the former Government, could not examine this question 
in such a detached and impartial manner as we can do at the present 
time. The Committee, however, considered the present scale of pay 
to be extravagant and suggested a reduced scale ranging from Iis. 675 
to Rs. 1,500-. 
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Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his budget speech has said — 
“the present conditions in our province may reasonably be described as 
a state of emergency”. We agree with him. In a state of emergency 
we mupi protect our interests as best as we can with all the strength 
at our command. We have to find money for nation-building purposes. 
To make matters worse we are threatened with additional taxation. 
What greater justification can there be for an attempt to reduce the 
prohibitive cost of administration of this province? ^ 

* • * e *T 

Sir, section 244 of the Government of India Act of 1935 reads as 
follows — “As from the commencement of Part III of the Act appoint- 
ments to the ( -i vil Services known as the Indian Civil Service, the 
Indian Medical Service (Civil) and the Indian Police Service (which 
last mentioned service shall thereafter be known as the Indian Police) 
shall until Parliament otherwise determines, be made by the Secretary 
of State”. * , 

Sub-section (4) runs as follows — “It shall be the duty of the 
Governor-General to keep the Secretary of State informed as to the 
operation of this section, and he may, after the expiry of such periods, 
as he thinks fit, make recommendations for the modification thereof”. 

In view of this it is abundantly clear that we fire qvite competent 
to recommend to the Governor-General and the Secretary of State for 
India to revise the scale of pay of all new entrants to the Imperial 
Services. Sir. I might mention in this connection that Sir Maharaj 
Singh, p distinguished ex-member of the Provincial Service, vho rose 
to the eminent post of the Home Member of the United Provinces 
Government, tabled a resolution for the provincialisation of the Indian 
Civil, Indian Medical and the Indian Police Services. This resolution 
received the whole-hearted support of the House including the mem- 
bers of the European Group. May 1 in this connection request the 
European members of this House to emulate the example set by their 
compatriots in the United Provinces? Mr. H. G. Walford, speaking 
on behalf of the European Group, during the debate on the resolution 
of Sir Maharaj Singh said : 

“The other ground upon which 1 support this motion is the existence 
of invidious distinction between services who do exactly the same work 
as the Provincial Services, should be considered superior services, receiv- 
ing higher emoluments and special privileges, while the Provincial 
Services are considered subordinate, or inferior services. This anomaly 
must be removed”. 

I hope the European Group in this House will also endorse the above 
views and lend their support to my resolution. 

Before I conclude I would like to add one more word. We do not 
watt any racial discrimination to be made in the matter of emolument* 
or privilege* to Indian or European members of the services. We do 
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npt want the vei^ purpose of this resolution to be defeated by a nominal 
reduction in the scale of pay and a pro rata increase in the overseas* 
pay of the European officers. Members of the same service should be 
treated equally in all matters. In this connection I would) suggest 
the following scale of salary: — Its. 350 # to Rs. 1,000 and Rs* 1,500* 
for Commissioners or Secretaries of departments. The payment of 
overseas allowance should also be proportionately reduced. We have no* 
objcfMj^n to payment of free passages as at present, provided second 
class passages are "allowed instead of fii*t class. In this connection 
Indian officers hailing from distant provinces should be granted the same 
privileges of tree passages to their native places. 

With regard to the Indian Police Service, 1 suggest a scale of 
Rs. 300 to lis. 850 with Rs. 1,000 for Depot \ Inspector-General and 1 
Rs. 1,250 for the Inspector-General. 

• 

With these words, Sir. I commend inf resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

(The House was then adjourned for In minutes.) 


{ After adjournment .) 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mi. Depots Speaker. Sir, I con- 
gratulate Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, though he is not in the 
House, for having moved a much overdue resolution. I hope* it will 
receive the unanimous support of the party to which he belongs and 
also of the European Group. On behalf of the Congress Assembly 
Party, I give my whole-hearted support to this resolution. 1 may also 
inform the Government as well as the members of the House that a 
similar recommendation has been .**ent by the Madras Government. 
It would have been an improvement it the Khan Bahadur hud added 
the Indian Medical Scivice, the Engineering Service and the other 
Imperial Services 

7h% Hon’bto Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotsimbazart 

It is no longer Engineering Service. 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Whatever service it is and whatever 
name it has — they are drawing a very high salary — all these posts should 
have been included in the resolution. But, Sir, we shall be glad to 
have this beginning and I hope we will continue to reduce the salary 
of all these highly paid officers. With these word* I recommend this 
resolution for the unanimous acceptance of this House and, I am sure, 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister will also accept this resolution. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Maulvi Alnlul hrif Biwra*, are ydq 
moving your amend men t? • 

(A v|»i(h: The honourable member is not in the House.) 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUIWMN: As far as Government 
are concerned, it is ‘well known that this is a subject for which Govern- 
ment are not directly responsible, and therefore according to th^usual 
practice the\ will not take part in the voting. *Tfie members H of the 
Government will remain neutral and they will forward to His Excellency 
the Governor the proceedings of this House with the request that it may 
be forwarded to the proper quarters. We do not want to express any 
opinion on subjects for which we are not directly responsible, but I 
would like, it 1 ma> sa.\ so, to congratulate the honourable member 
who has made this finv* speech. Though I do not agree with some of 
the points mentioned there and some of the things said there, still 
I maintain that it is a well-delivered speech, a good speech I must 
say. The only point to remember is that, us iar us this question is 
concerned, GoSeinment action is to a certain extent restricted. It 
has already been decided that after five vears a commission will come 
here to examine the whole question and one of the irasons why Govern- 
ment at the present time do not propose to take an\ **teps in this matter 
is that they realise that no useful purpose wilT he served, because one 
thing is definite tlqit this question will not he reopened or discussed 
during this five-year period. The mere fact that Government are not 
taking any steps at the present time does not mean that when suitable 
opportunity will arise. Government will not express their opinion on 
this question. The\ think that that will be the time when this should 
be considered . Therefore. Sir, Government will forward the proceed- 
ings. 


Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: May 1 suggest one thing, Sir? 
He muy have opportunity of replying to it. Is he aware that the 
Government of Madras had actually supported a resolution, of this 
character aud had sent the recommendation to His Excellency the 
Governor of Madras who has forwarded it to the proper quarters?* 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Also the Government of the 
XJuiied Provinces practically supported a resolution of t\\is nature. 

i 

The Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not know what 
is the meaning of the words “practically supported”. I am definite 
on the point that two blacks do not make one white and if the other 
OcKvernments have done something which is not justifiable, there is no 
reason why this Government will make the same mistake. It is a 
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a^etake to raise* this w question at the present time, because no useful, 
purpose will be served, and it is for this reason that this Government 
do not propose to take any steps. As I have said, when the right time 
frill come, this Government, which hpve a definite opinion on the 
subject, will express their opinion. 

The resolution of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ail, vis., this Assembly 
is oNopinion that the Secretary of State for India be moved to reduce 
the sf&le of pay lot all new entrants to the Indian Civil Service and 
the Indian Police Service, was then put and agreed to. * 

Disoontimurtson of Duty on Electrical Energy. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 1 beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that immediate step* should be taken by the* 
Government of Bengal to give effect tit the resolution passed by the 
Corporation of Calcutta on 9th November, 1938, for discontinuation 
of the levy of duty on ‘electrical energy consumed for lights and fans 

at the rate of 1 anna per unit when the supply is mstered, and that 

the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly. 

My proposition, is very simple and very clear. It speaks for itself, 
and it requires no explanation. 1 crave your indulgence in reading 
out the resolution which was adopted by the Corporation of Calcutta 
on the 9th November. 

Mr Jalaluddin Hashemy moved the following resolution: 

4 ‘That it be recommended to the Government of Bengal that 
the levy of duty on electrical energy consumed for lights and fans 

at the rate of half anna per unit when the supply is metered be dis- 

continued; and the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended 
accordingly.” 

Moving the above resolution Mr. Hashemy said that this was intended 
as a recommendation to the Government of Bengal. This duty was 
imposed at a time when Government were faced with a huge deficit. 
In other words, it was an emergency measure. Since then the finances 
of Government had been improving and this year’s budget showed a 
surplus and he was sure that next year’s budget would show a larger 
surplus still. If they sent up this recommendation in all seriousness, 
he was sure Government would abolish this duty. The rate-payers of 
Calcutta found it hard to pay this duty and that was why they were 
having recourse to kerosene lights in progressively increasing numbers. 

I submit in *this connection that the Chief Executive Officer in his 
letter No. S. 6529, dated 11th February, 1939, addressed to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Health and Local Self- 
Goveynment Department, wrote as follows: — y 

“I have* the honour to invite a reference to section 3 of the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, under which a duty at the rate of mx 
11 
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juee is levied and charged for each unit of electrical energy consumed 
for lights and fans or both when the supply is metered. 

GoveTtiment are aware that when the Bengal Electricity Duty Bill 
was introduced in the Bengal »Legislative Council in 1935, funds were 
not easy and Government were seeking measures for financial replenish- 
ment. The important consideration on which the honourable member, 
in introducing the Bill, laid great stress was that unless this FtTi as 
also four other Taxation Bills were passed into lifw, Bengal would be 
deprived of half the proceeds of' the jute duty. In due course the 
Bill was passed into law. 


I may state that it is a recognised principle that the proceeds of 
any imposition levied on any commodity supplied by a public utility 
concern, operating within the limits of a local authority, should accrue 
properly speaking to that authority. Now that the circumstances which 
led to the passing ot the measure no longer exi^t and that one half or 
such greater portion as His Majesty in CouneiJ may determine, of the 
net proceeds of the jute duty has been definitely allocated to Bengal 
[vide section 140 (2) of the Government of India Act, 1935], the question 
of removal of the dut\ came up before the Corporation for consideration 
on the 9th November, 1938. c # 


At the meeting the opinion was expressed that the Bengal Electricity 
Duty Act, 1935, was an emergency measure and that as no emergency 
existed now, the duty ot half an anna per unit of the electrical energy 
consume*! tor lights and fans or both when the supply is rneterecf should 
be discontinued. The Corporation considered the matter and resolved 
that the Local Government should be requested to take steps for the 
discontinuance of the duty. 


I enclose a copy of the Resolution of the Corporation and request 
that the Government may be pleased to take steps for the discontinuance 
of the duty as early as possible”. 

This is the letter from the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
of Calcutta to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. It may be 
recalled in this connection, Sir, only a year ago I tried to impress upon 
this Government the proposal of the Corporation of Calcutta foj pur- 
chasing the electrical undertakings from the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. But, Sir, unfortunately that proposal was rejected by 
the Government for reasons best known to them. Sir, I can suggest 
an alternative to this proposal which I have just made. Sir, if the 
Corporation of Calcutta is permitted to purchase the^electrical under- 
takings which they are entitled to purchase under the Indian Electricity 
Act, I am not very much particular to do away with this duty that is 
levied on each unit, namely, two pice per unit. Sir, if that is done, 
th6*Calcutta Corporation will be able to supply electrical energy at 
one anna per unit and in that case, Sir, we will not grudge even to 
give the Government one anna per unit as duty. But that is not to 
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be. so. Sir, under the management of the present Finance Minister,* 
the Government of Bengal are not run at a deficit and the emergency 
has already vanished. It is high time for the Government, *as they 
have done in the case of the tobacco tax, to withdraw this levy from the 
poor rate-payers of Calcutta.. Sir, the Hon'ble the Commerce Minister 
— I don’t see him here — knows and knows very well that the number 
of feigsene lamps is progressively increasing in Calcutta owing to the 
poverty of the ratepayers — particularly the Moslem rate-payers of 
Calcutta. He will do a great benefit, as the new Secretary of the 
provincial Muslim League, to the Muslim population of Calcutta if 
he helps in the withdrawal of the duty that is still hanging on the 
shoulders of the poor rate-payers of Calcutta and l hope that every 
section of the Hopse will accept the simple proposition that I have 
made here this evening. This duty on eject ricify must go. It should 
have been taken away much earlier. With tile advent of provincial 
autonomy. Government ought to have considered this matter earlier, 
but it is not too late even now. 1 hope the Government will uccept 
my proposal without un\ hesitation. With these worfls, 1 commend 
my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 oppose this 
resolution. Acceptance of this Resolution means jhat we shall lose 
about Rs. 19 lakhs a year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rupees 19 lakhs is the total. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Rupees 19* lakhs 
is the total, and in Calcutta the unmetered consumption is very small 
and the quantity cannot he ascertained. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: You can cut the pay of the 

I.C.S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: After that we 
shall see that the electricity duty is reduced. T T p till that time I 
request you not to press this. My friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
said that it will hard hit the poor. As you know, those who cannot 
consume 15 unit^are not charged the electricity duty. But in other 
provinces, they are now imposing that duty. In Bombay everybody 
who consumes electricity has to pay a tax. There is no exemption there 
as in the case of poor people in Bengal. Those who consume up to 12 
units in Bom hay have to pay one anna, and those who consume nil >re 
than 12 unit^have to pay five pice. So our rate is moderate. In view 
of all this I oppose this resolution. 
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e The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that this Assembly 
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken by the Government 
of Bengll to give effect to the resolution passed by the Corporation of 
Calcutta on &th November, J938, for discontinuation of the levy of 
duty on electrical energy consumed for ^ghts and fans at the rate of 
half anna per unit when the supply is metered, and that the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly was th&ef put 
and lost. 


Committee to enquire into Financial Administration and Workings of 
College Hospitals. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that a committee consisting of five 
members, namely three members from the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, the Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and 
one member with audit qualification, be formed immediately to 
enquire into the financial administration and the working of the 
Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, primarily with respect to the 
preparation of estimates and acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and 

stock-taking and other matters of allied nature”. 

0 t 

Sir, fully conscious of my duties and responsibilities as one of the 
representatives of this Province in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
I have tabled this resolution. No doubt the appointment of 
any such committee is not called for unless and until there 
are reprehensible anomalies and culpable acts of omission and 
commission in the matter of financial administration and the working 
of so great an institution like the Medical College Hospital. But if 
it can he shown that some healthy rules promulgated by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for such administration and working has been given 
a decent burial by the hospital authorities and instances thereafter are 
available to indicate that in the financial administration of the Medical 
College Hospital which spends lakhs and lakhs of rupees every year, 
drakes and ducks have been played with money, this House, I believe', 
will give unstinted support to this resolution. 

Sir, public money is the blood of the nation and if it can be shown 
that a good deal of that money is misused, improperly spent and ques- 
tionable tactics adopted, this House should see the end of that mal- 
administration. Sir, in order to make my position perfectly clear I 
draw the attention of the House through you, Sir, to the rules relating 
to the purchase, supply, maintenance of stores, of the Medical College 
Hospitals. In section 1(c), (/) and (g) it has been provided that a 
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jt$ior demonstrator should be in charge of instruments and appli- # 
sates, surgical appliances and sundries and rum and wine, but I may 
enlighten the House to see through the game that a compile go-by 
has been given to the rules and a clerk qf the hospital has been placed 
in charge of those things. # 

Sir, rule 10 of the same booklet savs t “that tlfe tenders are to be 
subnuKed in the sealed covers and to he opened before a committee”. 
•But I *?nay assure th£ House that nobody is aware of the existence of 
any such committee and it may very pertinently be said that the Secre- 
tary of the hospital is the real committee and he alone opens the tenders 
and on bis notes the Superintendent acts. If the authority says* that 
there is a Committee, then that Committee must be on paper and the 
members of such Committee are ignorant of its existence. Necessarily, 
Sir, the evils of the violation and the disregard *of these salutary rules 
have been manifest in the financial administration and the working of 
the hospital. One or two examples showing the questionable way of 
the financial administration and misuse and waste of public money will 
indicate strikingly the significance and motives of the disregard of 
those rules. One X’Ray Deeph-therapy apparatus was purchased in 
the year 1 938 # th rough Siemens (India), Ltd., at a value of about forty 
thousand rupees. The said apparatus was hooked at Berlin on 14th 
March, 1938, and reached the Medical College Hospital in the month of 
April, 1938. But to the uticr amazement uiul sutprise of the House 
I may inform this House that while this instiument was in it* transit 
on its way to India and did not touch the shore of India, a certificate 
was given by the clerk who was in charge, in violation of the rule on 
28th February, 1938, to the effect that the article was received in good 
condition, and Sir, what is more reprehensive, mean and criminal is this 
that the full payment was made on 29th March, 1938. 

Sir, had the junior demonstrator, who must have been a medical 
man and not in a subordinate position to the Secretary, been in charge, 
this thing could not have happened. The only conclusion and irresistible 
conclusion is this that in order to facilitate the object of the Secretary, 
the object questionable in its nature, the charge has been given to 
a cll*rlf subordinate to him. Sir, why was this certificate, which is 
undoubtedly a false one, given without, getting the thing? Nobody 
takes recourse to perjury and forgery without motive and sordid gains, 
and the House is to draw its inference from these circumstances. 

Now another instance. Twelve Japan-made jars, each of one pound 
capacity, were purchased on 30th July 1938, at Its. 12, through Messrs. 
K. R. Lynch A Co., in suppression of the quotation of Rs. 1-8 per dozen 
from the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works. This thing, 
Sir, has recently been detected and serious attempts are being mad^to 
whitewash th£ thing. Another instance of a serious nature was detected 
on 17th February 1939, by the assistant to S. D. D. P. This assistant 
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while taking over several hundreds of syringes from the same K. JR. 

•Lynch & Co., detected that those syringes were purchased at more than 
double t|e value and he reported the matter accordingly, but the 
honourable members of this House will be stupefied to learn that the 
Secretary had an explanation called from the said assistant as to why 
he went to question <the propriety of the price. 

Sir, had the tenders been opened before a Committee according to 
rule 10, the suppression ‘of loVest tender could not have been Effected. 
1 may urge that it a committee of enquiry is appointed, many instances 
of suppression of tenders at a lower rate and flagrant violation of the 
rules ^ to suit the purpose of the individuals and instances of unjust 
waste of public money and maladministration of serious nature will 
stagger the public and the Government. 

Sir, one word regarding condemned articles. My definite informa- 
tion is (his that stock is never taken of condemned articles and the 
register thereof is not shown by the Secretary to the Auditor at the 
time of the audit. Sir, I am also definitely informed from a reliable 
source that in case of stock-taking of the condemned articles it will 
certainly fall short. A great deal of condemned articles disappear- 
ed for the reasons which would he proved at the time of enquiry. Sir, 
I do not like to multiply the instances, because 1 believe and 1 have 
reasons to believe that it is the quality and not the quantity which will 
go to influence the opinion and the judgment of the House. Again I 
say and*' boldly assert that J have tabled the resolution, fully conscious 
of my duties and responsibilities. Serious allegations have been made 
regarding tin* financial administration of the Medical College Hospital. 
Medical College Hospital is a great institution, but its fair name is still 
greater. The duty of the Government, the popular Government, i* to 
scrupulously see that the administration, the financial administration, 
and the working of such a great institution is not stained with dis- 
honesty and its reputation sullied with the mean and rapacious actions 
of any one. 

Sir, my resolution demands an enquiry, fair and impartial enquiry, 
and docs not demand to send anybody to gallows. 

In order to vindicate the light cause and to save the administration 
of Medical College Hospital from the stigma of dishonest disposal of 
hospital fund, the Government should rise equal to the occasion and 
accept the resolution I have moved. 

In conclusion, I may say that I have not demanded anything which 
may be called unreasonable and unfuir; I have not asked the Govern- 
ment to take any steps which prudence will forbid to do. But I have 
asked the Government to respond to the just demand and accept 
moderate proposal. The reports of scandals and maladministration 
have encircled the financial administration and the worlting of the 
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Medical College Hospital, the best of its kind not only in India but in 
the whole of Asia. It is the bounden duty and heavy responsibility* 
on the part of the Government to remove the cloud of suspicion based 
on good foundation that have shadowed the good name of the institution 
by accepting the demand. JThe resolution aims at the removal of 
corruption and’ the establishment of good reputation. So it will be 
prtJ^^for the Government not to oppose but to support the resolution. 

With these few tfords, I commend tins resolution for the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
support the motion ot my esteemed friend Mr. Abdul Latif liiswas, I 
would at the outset say that it is a very modest and reasonable proposal.* 
Prinw fane it may appear to be startling'inaMnsieh as it is a new move, 
a new attempt on the part of the 'Legislature to set up a committee to 
make inquiries into the* corruptions and* mulpruct ices of an institution 
which is regarded as the premier Medical College in* India, nay, in 
Asia, and over which lakhs and lakhs of rupees are spent for the 
redress and betterment of the suffering humanity, for their timely and 
proper medical aid, for their necessary nourishment and comforts at a 
time when they need them most. 

Sir, when allegations and definite ( barges of borruption are nriftle 
against* the management and working of such an institution, j appeal 
to you and through you to the House to consider if they have been 
lightly made, particularly when coming as they do from a person with 
a pronounced sense of responsibility. Should we, members of the 
Legislature, rest content with delivering budget speeches and expressing 
pious wishes or passing pious resolutions against corruption or should we 
devise ways and means to put an end to the canker ot corruption which 
is eating into the vitals and badly damaging the popularity of such a 
noble institution? 

To take one instance out ot many, I ma\ say, Sir, that almost every 
or^nary patient — I mean patients who are not connected with big 
people — coming out of the Medical College, whom I have met, lias 
complained about the inadequate supply of milk, diet and other 
nourishments. Humours of well-laid conspiracies between the agencies 
of milk supply and the officers of the institution concerned to misappro- 
priate large quantities of milk have come to our ears time and again. 
Now that the administration of the province has passed into the hands 
of a popular Government, should they risk their popularity by sitting 
idle by saying that the matter has been engaging their attention, or 
should the Government have an enquiry made into these by ditiin- 
guished perfons of trust and responsibility who would apply their 
judicial mind to the materials placed and arrive at a finding? If the 
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allegations are found baseless and unfounded, the reputation and 
•prestige of the Ministry and of the institution 'will be all the more 
enhancedj If they are found to be true and the culprits can be caught, 
Government, I believe, will not hesitate to take drastic steps against 
the delinquents. In that case also Government will be more popular, 
and the greatest good, would be that other branches of the administration, 
where corruption exists, will be set right. Admitting for theyi&ke 
of argument that there is no corruption in the institutions that aye are 
talking of, in that case also other institutions, where corruption exists 
will be set right — at least they will be more cautious if we begin with 
this. Sir, I am reminded of a Bengali proverb which says that one 
has to beat the daughter to teach the daughter-in-law. 

That is, Sir, all that I have got to say at the, present moment, 
% because I feel that, if we go to the details of corruption, the very 
purpose of setting up a Committee will be frustrated. 

With these words, Sir, I heartily support tjie resolution which has 
been sponsored by my friend. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the 
Hon’ble Minister replies to this debate, may I just draw Jour attention 
to one outstanding fact which will necessarily crop up in connection 
with this question? 

So fqr as this demand for an enquiry is concerned, which it* particu- 
larly directed against corruption or allegations of corruption, I do not 
think. Sir, that any reasonable person will resist a proposal of that 
character. We are always anxious to see that our public services are 
rendered free from corruption, and, so far as this side of t lie House is 
concerned, we shall accord our full support, whenever it is asked for, 
in bringing about such a condition in our public services that corruption 
will be a thing of the past. At the same time, Sir, I shall remind this 
House and the Hon’ble Ministers that this resolution demands a 
committee of enquiry. 

I shall only point out to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department concerned that we had an enquiry, a full-dress enquiry, into 
another matter relating to that particular department, which arose in 
Dacca. That was an incident which stirred the public opinion of this 
province to its very foundation — I mean the enquiry made bv Mr. Tyson 
in connection with the affairs in the Dacca Medical School. There was 
— Sir, I am not going to digress into details — an enquiry which related 
to the condition of things prevailing there, so far as the position of 
girl students was concerned vis-d-vi* the Deputy Superintendent of that 
institution. Sir, the public had full knowledge of the nature of that 
enquiry. Reports used to be published from day to day in the news- 
papers, and the whole province was agog with enthusiasm as to what 
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th* result of that enquiry might be. But unfortunately, Sir, that 
import has been suppressed — we do say that it has been deliberately * 
suppressed — and although everybody in this province, who is interested 
in the welfare of our girl students, was anxious to find out wLat the 
opinion of the enquiring officer was witl regard to that matter, that 
enquiry report has up till now not seen the light <*f day! 

^hope, Sir th^t such a late will not # await the present committee 
which ■'is intended to* be formed by this resolution. I do not know 
whether this resolution has Wen occasioned by the fact that the 
particular officer concerned belongs to a particular community, and it 
might be suggested that the other report would remain a sealed. Wok 
because the officer concerned in that enquiry happened to belong to 
another community ! I am not at all anxious to raise communal 
questions here. (Mr. Abdul Wahab Kh # \n : Ifut you have done it * 
already! The mischief is done!) Yes, if the mischief is done, it was 
long overdue. It ought to have Wen done long, long ago. I am only 
Bounding a note of warning. Tf you are 'anxious to have enquiries and 
reports, be careful that you come out with the reports ami not make any 
distinction as regards the subject-matter — whether the persons concerned 
belong to on^ community or another — in bringing the report of the 
committee to its final fruition and in placing it before the public. 
(Mr. Anon. Waiiab Khan: We did not expect that from you!) 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, when 
this resolution was tabled bv my honourable friend, I had no idea that 
certain specific allegations would he made. The request in the resolution 
was simply to make an enquiry into the financial administration of the 
Medical College Hospitals. So far as that administration is concerned. 
Government had no reason to suspect that there was anything wrong 
anywhere. 

For the edification of the House, I should like to state how the 
financial administration of the Medical College Hospitals is Wing 
carried on. The arrangement about the financial administration and 
wording of t lie hospitals can hardly be improved upon. The rule# 
which were framed by Government after a Special Officer of the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, had inspected the working of the hospitals, 
in consultation with the Accountant-General, are quite elaborate and 
provide for adequate check and scrutiny in all matters. It need only 
be mentioned th*at regarding the estimates and tenders for various 
supplies which appear to W the target of the mover, there is a committee 
consisting of the Superintendent, the Secretary, Medical College 
Hospitals, who possesses high audit qualifications, and the Resi^nt 
Surgeon. Tenders are accepted after careful scrutiny and reports from 
police. 
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As itegards the dietary articles, the Diet Conference presided oyer 
*by the Surgeon-General and composed of all Superintendents of State 
Hospital* in Calcutta scrutinises the rates and standing of the various 
tendering firms. , 

With regard to medicines, instrument?, etc., the estimates and the 
tenders are examined by Government in this department in consultation 

with the Finance Department. X-' 

• # * % 

The comprehensive rules about stock taking and stock clearance 
framed by Government are strictly followed. Government had a 
Special Officer deputed by the Accountant-General in 1932 to closely 
examine the working of the hospitals and lay down rules which were 
famed in 1933. There is also a Visiting Committee consisting mainly 
% of non-officials presided over by the Member, Board' of Revenue. The 
members of the committee hold regular inspections of the working of 
the hospitals. Meetings of that committee are held quarterly and 
fluggestions for improvement in all matters connected with the hospitals 
and the comfort and convenience of patients are made for consideration 
by Government. 

Sir, in these circumstances, as T have said, tlie^e was no suspicion 
in my mind that there was any necessity for an enquiry as requested 
in the resolution of my honourable friend. But in the course of the 
Speech tliut he has piade, he has brought forward certain charges of a 
serious nature. Sir, ns far as I know, I am suspicious about the 
correctness of these charges. (Mr. Audul Wahajj Khan: You need 
not be suspicious!) (A voice fwm the Krishak Proja benches: Even 
without making an enquiry?) Yes, even without an enquiry, because 
there are these elaborate rules, checks, and inspections, and I think that 
in the fain* of all these safeguards it is not likely that things as alleged 
by my honourable friend have actually occurred. But my friend wlio 
has tabled this resolution is a responsible member of this House, and 
he must have made these allegations with a full sense of responsibility. 
Not only my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas lias brought 
forward these (barges, hut these have been supplemented by my 
honourable friend Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, and my friend Mr. Sanjosh 
Kumar Basil also has said that as charges of a serious nature have been 
brought, in propriety Government cannot' refuse an enquiry. Therefore, 
I think that in these circumstances, unless an enquiry is made, an 
impression may go round that perhaps there is something wrong in 
the administration of the Medical College Hospitals. Sir, it is only 
with the object of vindicating the reputation of the Medical College 
Hospitals that I am prepared to make an enquiry into the matter, as 
suggested. I would also like to state that Government are as anxious 
to % out down corruption, bribery, jobbery or anything of the kind as 
any member of this House. But I would also warn, honourable 
me m tars that when they bring forward any specific allegation, they 
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dgwild be well posted with their facts. Allegations of J serious 
nature should not be made light-heartedly ami I hope in thi&jcase, the* 
allegations have not been made light-heartedly at all. Sir, ill is really 
surprising that in referring to this resolution, my honourable friend, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, cguld not resist the temptation of referring 
to another enquiry that was held some time ago# into certain allega- 
tioffs^bout a medical officer connected with the Dacca Medical School. 
(Mr. Santosh KrilAU Basu: Why not Y • Tt gave me an opportunity.) 
In connection with that, Mr. Basu raised u communal question. He 
raised that question and yet, a shrewd lawyer a< he is, he pretended 
to say he would not like to raise it. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: And the reply has been like a 
shrewder lawyer. • « 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr. Basu raised this 
question because of the ‘deliberate suppression of the report. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend, Mr. 
Chaudhuri, says t^at the report has been suppressed, i say that the 
report has mft been suppressed but the ipport has not been published 
(Hear, hear from the Opposition Benches) with the same object that is 
dear to my honourable friends. It is in the interests of the good 
name of the institution itself that Government did not think it fit 
to publish the report 8 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ixt the people judge 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But there is a question 
pending for answer about the report and about the steps which Govern- 
ment have taken with regard to the report. That question has cer- 
tainly been pending for a long time but Government will come forward 
with a reply very soon and I hope the House will he satisfied. I 
again repudiate, with all the emphasis that I can command, the sug- 
gestion made by my honourable friend, Mr. Basu, that it was any 
communal consideration that weighed with t lie Government in dealing 
with the matter in the way they did. My friend also suspects in the 
present case that Government will not probably deal with the matter 
squarely and fairly because a gentleman belonging to a particular 
community may be 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU. I strongly repudiate the sugges- 
tion which the Hon’ble Minister has put into my mouth. 

Th§ Honpto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : That is the clear insinua- 
tion which my friend has made 
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Rli MARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
‘When a speaker disowns having s^jd a particular thing, does it lie in 
the mouth of the other side to repudiate that? Is he not bound to 
accept that according to parliamentary convention? 

The Hon’ble M*> TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did U not raise the 

communal question and did he not say that in this particularise, 
Government should not l>e influenced by the consideration of the fact 
that this gentleman belongs to a particular community? Did he not 
raise that question? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I refuse to be cross-examined 
by the Hobble Minister. He may adopt any method he likes to 
pander to the communal frenzy of his friends. 

The HOft’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I again raise my voice 
of protest against the insinuation of mv honourable friend. I think it 
is extremely sui prising that an honourable member of this House after 
having made a certain allegation should neither withdraw it nor allow 
his opponents to comment upon it. That is certainly a very peculiar 
position that my honourable friend wants to take up in* this case. I 
can only say that so far as this Government are concerned, no com- 
munal considerations will weigh with them in any manner and that 
it is only the considerations of justice and fairness that will t he the 
deciding factors in any matter that this Government may deal with 
(Mr. Santos it Kcmah Bast: With the Dacca Enquiry also, I hope.) 
Yes, with everything. As regards the attitude of the Government 
with regard to the resolution under discussion, I have already made 
my position clear. 

The motion of Mnulvi Alwlul Latif Biswas that this Assembly is of 
opinion that a committee consisting of five members, namely, three 
members from the members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the 
Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and one member with audit 
qualification, he formed immediately to enquire into the financial 
administration and the working of t lie Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, primarily with respect to the preparation of estimates and 
acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and ‘stock-taking and other 
matters of allied nature, was then put and agreed to. 

Replacement of Government of India Aot by GonstStuant Assembly. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should request the Gov- 
eminent of India to forward to His Majesty’s Government the expree- 
aion of opinion of this House that the Government of India Act of 
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should be replaced by a Constituent Assembly electej on the # 
basis of adult franchise, which nyy allow the people of ifcdia full 
scope for development according to thier needs and desires;! find that 
for transitional purposes this Assembly # hopes that His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment will set up a Central Government free from the objectionable 
features of the Federal Scheme as laid down in# the Government of 
Act, 1935, to be evolved in consultation with the Provincial 
Governments and national leaders. • 

What are the objectionable features of the Federal Constitution ? 
There is no Upper House in any of the provinces with Hie same 
powers over the purse as the Isiwer House. There is no irfdirect 
•election to anjr of the provincial I/ower Houses. Indian Rulers do 
not send their nc/minees to any of the Provincial legislatures. There.*- 
are no reserved subjects in the provinces, flighty per cent, of the 
provincial revenues are not mortgaged to the reserved subjects. No 
big subject like Railways or Currency pr Exchange is handed over to 
outside authorities like the Federal Railway authority or the Reserve 
Bank of India in the provinces. No Provincial Governor lias any 
special safeguards for the financial stability of any province. No 
commercial ^f'egifards which limit mercilessly the powers of an Indian 
Commerce Minister in the Federation, handicap the Provincial 
Ministers. Defence, which hurts the self-respect of India, is not a 
provincial problem. 

• 

All these and other ugly features are present in the Federal Con- 
stitution and we see no change of heart in the present Government 
of India showing the possibilities of any co-operation. The ruthless 
views of the Governor-General and his advisers on the Governor- 
General’s powers regarding legislation at the Centre, for example, the 
Income-tax Bill, under the clauses of the Government of India Act, 
1935, which are coming into force even without the inauguration of 
Federation; the statement made by the Government of India about 
the Congress Working Committee’s resolution on the rupee ratio and 
the appointments to the Viceroy’s Executive Council, even though for 
a period, all alike show that in spite of the Viceroy’s desire as 

expressed in the Calcutta speech of December last, to secure good-will 
and co-operation, there is no attempt on the part of the Government 
to secure the same. 

So the Viceroy’s appeal to India for collaboration, even to those 
who may sincerely doubt the value of the Federal scheme and for 
trust — trust in the sincerity of those by whom the scheme has been 
devised, trust in the good-will and good faith of those by whom it 
falls -to be carried out, I would humbly reply by quoting an English 
proverb — “trust begets trust.’’ Let the Viceroy trust the Indian 
leaders, let the Viceroy pursuade the Indian §tates 
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Mr. ^SPEAKER: The Viceroy’s speech is not the subject matter 
of discussion now, so you should pot discuss it here. You may make 
a menticm of it incidentally. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Let the Political Department not stand 
between the rulers ‘and their people and let the Viceroy remove the 
ugly features, I have mentioned above. They may all be doip^ven 
without amendment of ‘the Act, hut England "must learn tfr trust 
India, not only to govern herself buf to decide freely for herself her 
own future political destiny. Hut lhi> i> not to be. 

Sir, like the Indian National ('ongre^, we do not recognise the 
right of the British Parliament to frame the constitution of the 
Government of India. We also unconditionally reject the Govern- 
ment of' India Act of 1 9$). 

The down-trodden people deprived of even the fundamental rights 
of humanity, oppressed and exploited by the privileged few, want 
complete emancipation from economic Inmdage. All political organi- 
sations of India have made independence as their goal. If indepen- 
dence is meant for this vast pauperised masses we shall have to take 
up all national and international problems, as the'Jndirn struggle is 
closely linked up with the huge struggle waged outside against Impe- 
rialism, study every objective conditions carefully, analyse every 
economic factor, watch each and c\ cry concrete situation, ascertain 
the root cause of economic crisis, world depression, and contradictions 
in the existing social order, and adopt a scientific course of action. 

These economic and other problems which press insistently on masses 
cannot find solution nor can India get rid of her poverty and keep pace 
with the modern progress unless people have full opportunities of self- 
development and growth which independence alone can give. The 
inherent right and dignity of the people also demand this full freedom. 

No other constitutions or attempted solutions of the problems can 
be accepted by the Indian people. We, like the Indian National 
Congress, are of opinion that in view of the situation in India, the 
organised strength of the national movement, the remarkable groprth 
of the consciousness of the masses, new' awakening among the people 
of Indian States as well as the rapid development of the world situa- 
tion, the time has come for the full application of the principle of 
self-determination to India, so that the people of India might establish 
an independent democratic state by means of a constituent assembly. 

Provincial Autonomy affords no such scope for development and its 
capacity for good is being rapidly exhausted. The proposed federa- 
tion strangles India still further and should not be accepted. We are 
therefore firmly of opinion that the whole of the Government of 
India Act must give place to a constitution of free India-made hy the 
people themselves. 
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independent and democratic India will face the solution of our # 
gmt problems rapidly and effectively and will line berJef with 
progressive peoples of the lvorld and thus aid the cause of democracy 
and freedom. 

Sir, I commend the resolution tor the acceptance of the House. 

* $ 

D?>NALINAK$HA SANYAL: 1 hey to move, by way of amend* 
ment, *to Resolution *No. 6 that in line 5 after the words “replaced 
by” the words “a constitution framed by” he inserted and that the 
following be added to the ^solution, namely: — 

• 

“and further that pending the final decision of His Majesty’^ 
Government in this respect no attempts should he made hy 
the Provincial Government to further the introduction of ' 
the Federation as contemplated under the Act at present.” 

My amendments are thus realh two independent amendments. The 
first amendment refers to a veiha] change, because ? felt that the 
wording of the resolution as given notice of had left out a few words. 
After the words “replaced by” I wanted to add the words “a consti- 
tution framed* by,” because without these words the resolution as 
circulated would not have any definite meaning. Thereafter towards 
the end of the resolution 1 want to add the following words “and 
further that pending the final decision of llis Majesty’s Government 
in this respect no attempts should he made hy the Provincial ftovern- 
ment to further the introduction of the Federation as contemplated 
under the Act at present.” 

In moving these two annulments I must make the position of 
myself as well as that of the Congress party clear. It is well known 
that the Congress stands committed to oppose the Federation tooth and 
nail. The President of the Congress and the resolutions adopted at 
various meetings of the Congress have condemned the federation 
unequivocally 

Mtylvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Not the rifrht wingers. 

Dr. SALINAK8HA SANYAL: All wings of the Congress; there 
is no difference of opinion in this respect. Along with the Muslim 
League the Congress have condemned the present scheme of federa- 
tion in no unequivocal terms. Accordingly, I had given notice of a 
resolution myself which was drafted carefully. That resolution was 
printed as Resolution No. **18. The wording of the resolution was as 
follows : — 

♦ 

“This Assembly is of opinion that steps should be taken to represent 
to the proper authorities that the present Constitution under the 
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Govenftnent of India Act, 1936, should be replaced by one, framed 
on the pasis of national independence, by the people of India through 
a Constituent Assembly elected on Adult Franchise; and that so long 
as suitable modifications are not made in the present provisions for a 
Federal Government at the Centre the provincial Government should 
take no part in the» introduction of the second part of the Act relating 
to the Federation of India.’ ’ . ' 

^ r 

The position is perfectly clear. I would no\, as you have ruled 

that we should not at this stage, enter into the discussion of the 

merits of federation as enunciated or contemplated in the Govern- 
ment of India Act. I would only submit that no section of the popu- 
lation in India have accepted the scheme proposed in the Government 
of India Act for a Central Government of the country. It is only fair 
therefore that suitable' representations should be made as far as possible 
to get that part suitably modified. So far as we are concerned, we do 

not believe that any just constitution, any fair constitution, is likely 

to come through the hands of the Parliamentary draftsmen sitting 
thousands of miles away, and we repudiate the claim of the Britishers 
to govern us in this country according to a constitution they choose to 
frame and therefore the resolution proposed by 'iny ^teemed friend 
Mr, Abul Fasl is that we must approach the proper authorities not to 
frame a constitution themselves for us hut to get a constitution adopted 
in accordance with the desires of the people of India based on adult 
franchise devised by a constituent Assembly. That is to say, we want 
complete self-determination in framing our own constitution. There- 
after my friends suggests that in the intervening period, so long as 
that constitution has not been framed and adopted and put into opera- 
tion, the Central Government should he constituted according to 
certain scheme. So far as that policy is concerned, I have some mis- 
givings, because I do not quite follow how a Central Government can 
be constituted at this stage without further Parliamentary legislation 
being modified consequently. I want to go to the root of it. The 
Provincial Governments have a responsibility in the matter some of 
them very clearly stated that so far as the responsible Provincial Gov- 
ernments of the Provinces are concerned, they refuse to co-opeuete- in a 
matter in which the people of every section have found certain diffi- 
culties. Our Provincial Government should also refuse to help in the 
introduction of the federal part as it is now contemplated. That is all. 
I do not propose to take much time of this House, because at this 
fag end of a strenuous day I think it is only fair that we should go 
with a feeling that we have come to a resolution which is acceptable 
unanimousjj to the whole House. I know that probably, following 
the previous practice as my esteemed friend the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister has already adopted in the past, he will say that so far as 
tbis resolution is concerned Government members as tuch iHll keep 
neutral. They will not take any part, nor they will make any 
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^serration, tfhey will simply forward the debates to the proper autho- 
rities through His Excellency. I trust with that attitude tlfis reaolu# 
tion will be unanimously adopted this House. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very important resolution. It is already 
7-50 p.m. I have got just 40 minutes. I waut to know whether the 
House wants to sit a little later. * 

Rtf HAREHDFfA NATH CHAUOSuRf: It is already too late. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then I will call on Sir Nazimuddin to reply. 

Tin HonT>l« Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
Government replying. The attitude of the government has already,***,, 
been explained. • 

Mr, SPEAKER: Is that the attitude? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

% § • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then 1 will ask a mem her from ench side to 
speak for five minutes. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, I whole-heartedly 

support the amendment moved by my friend, Dr. Sanyal. 


Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL • I accept the amendment. 


Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, our demand for the 

i ejection of the constitution is based on a hearty disbelief in the spirit 
that permeates the constitution. Constitution-making is no new thing 
in our poor enslaved country and we remember with bitterness all that 
went in constitution-making. We can never forget the history of the 
c^njjitution-making. After all, who are the people for whom this 
constitution is made? Illiteracy, disease, starvation has become the 
order of the day. Years of plunder and loot in the name of so-called 
Government, in the name of Law and Order, have turned a healthy 
prosperous land, well-watered, ever green as the poets used to describe, 
into a desert ^here to-day famished half-naked skeletons roam like 
so many phantoms. Wherefrom comes the fabulous wealth of England 
to-day? Has not the blood of our motherland been made to flow into 
the arteries and veins of England. For England to talk of honouring 
the Ufyerty and independence of another land? For England to tf^k of 
democracy *nd to talk of framing a constitution? I have no sympathy 
12 
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for H&r Hitler but is he not absolutely right when he compares 
* England to a bad woman who professes virtue c at her old age P And 
even at^ier old age, look at the lifference between the practice and 
profession of this good lady ! 

Not long ago the last world war wag fought. India's blood was 
shed on the field of«Flanders, India’s gold was packed &ff to the coffers 
of the Bank of England, to save the honour of England. Was not 
England fighting for the honour of all weak nations? Tall talks 
which her statesmen indulged in and which echoed and re-echoed and 
reverberated throughout the length and breadth of the world are still 
ringing in our ears. But what is her practice? This mock constitu- 
tion Pas been thrust on us. Thousands and thousands w r ere put to jail, 
omnibus punishment, fines, searches, curfew orders, illegal lathi 
charges, snatching away of poor men’s chat tie and cattle became the 
order of the day. And this Is the era of appeasement ! Poor men’s 
money was spent like water 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou must discuss the future constitution. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: I hold* thaMo the injury 
that was done to us insult has been added. We demanded liberty and 
bread and for that, this constitution is offered in the name of appease- 
ment. 1, therefore, hold that I ain in order. 

And ’the insult is not a small one. If we search the records of all 
the countries, the world over, nowhere shall we find a parallel of this 
wretched constitution. Hedged in by safeguards, the constitution 
has divided the people by means of separate electorates to that the 
invisible hands of our foreign masters can still hold the reins of Govern- 
ment. Think for a moment the condition of Bengal. Who rule the 
country? The European members who sit there. How could they 
come here? Whom do they represent? Sixteen lakhs of people of 
Nadia have sent me here but how many are behind each of these merry 
group of thirty. One has heard of 13-cubit seeds of a 12-cubit melon, 
but now it seems a 12-cubit melon can have even 20-cubit seeds. 

,V, f 

If any change has been brought by this constitution, that change is 
for the worse. Cost of the top-heavy administration has increased 
still more indeed. 

The foreign army, the army of occupation must still remain — and 
not to speak of this even over the Indian army Indians will have no 
say. India’s foreign policy will not be controlled by Indians. The 
railways must l e in other hands. And topping all these is the 
monstrous scheme of Federation where the condition of the poor men 
whd always pay but cannot call for the tune has been made still worse. 
Cost of administration must increase indeed; more taxes the people 
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must pay; though thfir back bends over the weight of then* yet the$ 
must not have any control over thej purse and must remain content aa 
drawers of water and hewers of wood. 

Bengal was once the pioneer in freedom’s battle and therefore 
Bengal must bf taught a lesson. The constitution has purposely been 
so % framed that reactionaries, who have never sacrificed anything in 
their lives for th^ cause of freedom but always are wont to dance in 
tune £ith their masters’ music, must come in prominence. Decent 
people laugh at the performance of these esteemed gentlemen. Mere 
big captions like Home Minister, Finance Minister, Revenue Minister, 
etc., do not help us. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou are going into provincial matters. . 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: They are also part of the 
scheme. 

# 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Mr. HARIPABA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, the constitution has 

a ... 

brought no help and relief to the suffering millions of my countrymen. 
It has brought relief of course to some esteemed gentlemen and their 
relatives. These gentlemen sell the interst of thfcir own country for 
their own personal benefit. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am afraid I must say that, I hold that you are 

out of order now . (Laughter. ) 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 bow to your ruling. 

Sir, this constitution prepared by our foreign masters suiting their 
own interest should he discarded by us. The suffering millions must 
prepare their own constitution. And in their name, Sir, let us demand 
u constitution which will be based on adult franchise which will make 
real men of us, when Assembly Members will be so many selfless 
serfairts 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend Dr. Sanyal 
has proposed th^jt the present constitution should be replaced by one 
based on national independence. So far, we agree with him. He 
further proposes that the constitution should be framed by a consti- 
tuent assembly of India based on adult franchise. It will be a really 
very happy thing for us if we are able to give expression to the genuine 
needs of tbe#Indian people through a constituent assembly based on 
adult franchise. But, Sir, where is that constituent assembly? When 
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h it goiflg to be formed? My friend has talked of democracy. Sir, 
my humble submission is this that jiemocracv is a very nice thing, but 
unfortunately in this world of ours, nothing is absolutely good for 
every clime and in every places Democracy presupposes the existence 
of a very highly cultured people living in harmony with each other. 
However unpleasant may be, it is no good shutting our eyes to hard 
realities of fact. Unfortunately for us, we are divided into groups 
and sections — jealous of each other and fightiflg with each^other. 
Dr. Kanyal has said that the Indian National Congress along with the 
Muslim League has condemned the sugested Federation. It is so, 
Sir, hut I believe the reasons are not the same. If we are working 
out a constitution, in case we are fully satisfied with it, nothing will 
be more # welcome than to have a constitution based on national 
independence. But, Sir, this nationalism has now degenerated into 
something which I need’not mention. 

So far as Indian nationalism is concerned, I have got some definite 
views on this ipatter. 1 think Indian nationalism will, at the present 
moment, he something highly artifieal. 1 do not think there is 
anything common between ourselves, the people of Bengal and the 
Mahrattas beyond the fact that we live within certain territorial 
boundaries. Sir, we, the Moslems, are definitely of opinion that 
circumstanced us we are. unlil real peace and harmony is established 
between the different communities and classes in India, we, the 
Moslems, must have a constitution which may be based on independence, 
but must also be on a separate electorate basis. It is no doubt a very 
unpleasant thing, but the fact is that we have no confidence in each 
other. It is for this reason that I am able to agree with my friend, 
Dr. Sanyal, so far as the granting of a special constitution to India 
through a constituent assembly based on adult francise is 
concerned. Here, in India, where 99 per cent, of the popula- 
tion are illiterate, one can well think of the quality of 

adult franchise. AVe may first prepare ourselves for having adult 
franchise and nothing would he happier than when we have it. But 
the fact is that at the present moment we are not fit for adult franchise. 
With regard to the future constitution, there may be a constituent 
assembly consisting of all parties and all opinions based on separate 
electorates. So far as we, the Moslems, are concerned, if there was a 
question of complete independence for Bengal, Bihar, the United 

Provinces and the Punjab, that would have been quite a different thing. 
But, Sir. Dr. Sanyal will also agree with me that, not only are the 

Hindus and Moslems now fighting with each other, but there is also 

a good deal. of provincialism throughout. The other provinces are not 
on friendly terms with Bengal, with regard to which the Congress 
members from Bengal had a bitter experience at Tripuri. That is the 
reason why we, the Moslems, want separate electorate and also because 
Indian nationalism .will have a high command somewhere else from 
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where they will issue commands which we will have to obey/without 
any protest. In view* of these observations. I am unable to afcept and* 
support the amendment of I)r. Salyal, as it has been drafted. But 
in its essence, so far as having; national independence is concerned, we 
entirely agree with him. We are prepared to accept a constituent 
assembly based on separate electorates for the different classes and 
communities and I think that a constituent assembly not based on 
adult franchise but ^ased on separate electorate will be of great benefit 
to us. Otherwise, if there is general adult franchise, we are afraid, 
only the heads will be counted, and t lie causes of the minorities will 
be trampled down under foot. (l)r. N.yiiwkmia Svnym. : We, the 
minorities here, are prepared to suftei >. But 1 think my triend is 
talking of a democracy which, 1 understand, is a tiling which disregards 
the interests of fife minorities. What I mean Jiy democracy, however, 
is a thing of the people, by the people and for the people, and the 
people includes all sections and classes of the population. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on 
a resolution embodying the most momentous political issue that is 
facing India to-day, I believe this House, in common with all 
the elected legislatures in India, whether the Ministries there are 
Congress Ministries or non-Congrcss Ministiies, shall take a view-point 
which will not be coloured by sectional or communal or narrow partisan 
interests but will eerfainh be inspired b\ the wider interests of nationa- 
lism. I take it that this is the particular consideration, this is the stand- 
point that has been expressed by the Dou ble Home Minister when he 
said that he does not wish to make it a point of party politics but to 
leave it to the sense of the House to give expression to their opinion 
as they like, and 1 may mention that 1 want to make sure that the 
members of the Government, at least on this occasion, will agree with 
me that on an issue like this it is not a question of 
confidence or no-confidence in the Ministry, but that it is a 
question of confidence or no-confidence in our national self- 
respect. We, amongst ourselves, may raise questions and issues 
of communal claims and counter-claims. But I believe there is 
thfs*»nuch of confidence in fhe self-reliance of all the commu- 
nities in India, whether they are in a majority or in a minority, as to 
advance any claims and counter-claims and to fight out for themselves. 
But when it is a question of the principle of self-determination, when 
it is a question of national self-respect and national freedom, I believe, 
Sir, that India* will refuse to be divided into Hindus and Moslems 
j\ist as I believe that the period when India fell a victim to foreign 
Imperialist domination, there was no question of communal division in 
Bengal. Sir, when Bengal became the first foothold of British 
Imperialism in India, Bengal was not divided as between MuiAims 
and Hindus but Bengal was divided as between those who were the 
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supporter of foreign imperialism and those who were opposed to it. I 
want botl the Hindus and the Moslems to look Wk with pride to 
those days when in the field of pfassey the Hindus and Moslems 
combined to fight against British Imperialism. If you want to 
establish communal rights, if *y<m want to fight for any communal 
rights whatsoever, by # all means fight, and fight it out amongst our- 
selves. But when it will be a question of Clives and Hastings, let Us 
not take our stand as Mirjafais, but let us fight £pr« India’s freedom. 
An issue of that nature is fast coining to-day, and from that point of 
view I appreciate the standpoint which the Bengal Ministry has 
adopted on the question of discussing this resolution, and I should 
like to*add only this that the principle underlying this resolution, viz., 
the principle of India's right to self-determination and complete 
Rejection of the constitution framed by the British * Parliament is a 
principle accepted in common* by the Congress, the Muslim League 
and all the other political organisations in India. There is not one 
single organisation on which flic British can . rely except perhaps 
trying to set up pertain hired gangs, trying to set up modern Mirjafars, 
in order to maintain their imperialist domination over India, and, 
therefore, on this issue there should be no division amongst ourselves. 
But the resolution, aH it is framed, I believe, in one veiy important 
respect, may be construed, although on the question of its underlying 
principle there is no difference whatsoever, as a sort of an appeal to 
the British Imperial fat Government to allow us to have a Constituent 
Assembly Speaking as a realist in the light of cold reasoning, 
I can say that the constitution under the Government of India Act has 
been framed not with a view to support the principle of self-determina- 
tion but to safeguard the interests of British Imperialism in times of 
war, and therefore the sanction behind the Government of India Act 
is not a moral sanction, but the sanction of the British armed forces 
witli a view to safeguard their own interests. It will not hesitate for 
a moment to raze Arabia, barter Palestine and ravish Albania through 
the commission of a secret pact with Italy. The chief culprit in the 
recent outrage on Albania is Great Britain herself. It is with the 
connivance of British Imperialism itself that Mussolini dared to 
march his soldiers across the Adriatic into Albania. I, therefore , 
Sir, that we do not appeal to the British Parliament. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

May I have half a minute more, Sir, to finish my speech? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. NIHAltENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank you, Sir. 

We warn the British Parliament that any attempt to foist a consti- 
tution on India will be resisted by the people of India united together. 
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With our whole might we will rely on our national strength) And for * 
this purpose we shall have to raise ft National Militia oompfcsed of 
Muslims and Hindus and all the communities of India combined 
together. It is the sanction of this National Militia which will give 
us independence and Constituent Assembly, and certainly by no appeal 
to British Imperialism we shall be able to achieve this. 

(At *his stage tjie member having Teaphed the time-limit , resumed 
his sea£) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Government do not 
propose to take any part in this debate, nor do they wish to express any 
opinion, because this is a matter which is not the immediate concern 
of Government or .within their control. Therefore, Sir, Government 
do not propose to take any part in the debase. 

Mr. SPEAKER: First, there is the apiendment of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. It has really two parts. T may say that, so Jar as the first 
part is concerned, it is really consequential; otherwise, the resolution 
will be meaningless. 1 shall, therefore, put the first part of Dr. Sanyal*® 
amendment, scithaf the House may decide for itself what to do. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou cannot accept the amendment; it is the* House 
alone which can do so. 

The motion of l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal that by way of amendment 
to resolution No. b, in line b, after the words “replaced by” the 
words “a constitution framed by” be inserted was then put and agreed 

to. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the following he added 
to resolution No. 6, namely: — 

“and further that pending the final decision of His Majesty’s 
Government in this respect no attempts should be mude by 
* the Provincial Government to further the introduction of the 
Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”, 

was then put and a division claimed by Mr. Abdul Karim. 

Mr. Khwftja 8VIAHABUDDIN: I may inform you, Sir, that we do 
not want a division, and that it has been asked through a misapprehen- 
sion. 

• # 

Mr. BPEAKER: Then you do not press it. Are you prepared to 
withdraw your claim to a division? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I withdraw my clAim to a division. 

1 l 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that view of the matter, I declare the amend- 
ment carried. < 

The resolution of ( Mr. Md. Abul Fazl, as amended by the motion of 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, namely: — 

“that this Assembly is of 'opinion that the Government of fiengal 
should request the Government of India to forward to His 
Majesty’s Government the expression of opinion of this House 
, that the Government of India Act ot lthV) be replaced by a 
constitution framed by a Constituent Assembly elected on the 
basis of adult tianchise, which may allow the people of India 
full scope for development according to their needs and desires; 
and that for transitional purposes this Assembly hopes that 
His Majesty’s Government will set up a Central Government 
free from the objectionable features of the Federal Scheme as 
laid doWn in the Government of India Act, 19d'>. to be evolved 
in consultation with the Provincial Governments and national 
leaders and further that pending* the filin’ decision of His 
Majesty’s Government in this respet 1 no attempt" should he 
made by the Provincial Government to furt her the introduction 
of the Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”, 

was then put and a division taken. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before you declare the result 
of the voting, ma> 1 rise on a point of order? It was the general 
desire of the House to accept my amendment and my amendment wuxs 
based on a certain contingency. The House having accepted my amend- 
ment, 1 submit that the will of the House was expressed definitely when 
my amendment was put to vote and the subsequent change of the desire 
of the House on a different motion might he taken to be contrary to 
what the House decided a few' minutes ago. I, thereiore, submit that 
voting on the main resolution with my amendment, as accepted.. „ p an 
only he on the “Ayes” side and cannot In* on the “Noes” side; other- 
wise, the effect of the acceptance of my amendment will be nullified. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think. Dr. Sanyal, 1 would have given a decision 
if you had not laughed ai the last moment ! 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, there is another thing 
which has puzzled us. We have heard of neutrality and armed 
neutrality but what sort of neutrality did we witness this evening when 
the Hon’ble Ministers, who were supposed to remain neutral, were busy 
sending their men to the “Noes” lobby. 
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•Hr. SPEAKER: Olrder, order. The House has divided yith the* 
following result: — 


ayes st. 


Abdul Wahid, Maulvi. * 

Abu Ulottain ftarkar, Maulvi. 

Afcul rail, Hr. Md. 

Ahmad KMla, Mr. ftytd. 

Ailmuddiu Ahmad, Mr. 

•anarjl, Mr. P. 

Baaarjoa, Mr. Pramatha Natk. 

Baatrji, Mr. ftatya Prlya. 

Bantrjta, Mr. tikaath. 

Bantrjta, Dr. laratk Chaadra. 

Barm a, taka Pramhari. 

Barman, Baka Shyama Proud. 
Barman, Baka Uptndra Natk. 

Bata, Mr. tantoih Kumar. 

Blawat, Baka Laktkml Narayan. 
Bliwai, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Bltwat, Mr. laranira Natk. 
Cbakraharty, Baku Narantfra Narayan. 
Qhattspadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudburl, Rai Hartndra Natk. 

Dai, Baku Makim Chandra. 

Dat, Baku Radhaaath. 9 
Dai Bupta, Baku KhJBaadra Natk. 
Dai Qupta, Irijut Nartndra Natk. 
Datta. Mr. Dktrandra Natk. 

Dalui, Mr. Hartndra Natk. 

Dutta, Mr. ftukumar. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Nikartadu. 
Emdadul Hapua, Kail. 

Qkaia, Mr. Atul Krilkaa. 

Biaiuddin Akmad, Mr. 

Bupta. Mr. Joftih Ckaadra. 

Haaan All Ckaurdkury. Mr. lyad. 
d alaluddin Haifcamy, Mr. lyad. 


dalaa, Mr. I. D. a 
Kumar, Mr. Atul Gkaadra. 

Kuadu, Mr. NiakHka Natk. 

Malt?, Mr. Nikaaja Bakari. 

Maitra, Mr. fiuraadra Makaa. 

Majumdar, Mn. Hamaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maniruitaman lilamakadi, Maulaaa Ml. 
Mapkal Naiaia, Mr. 

Mukkarji, Mr. Dkiraadra Narayaa. 
Mukkarjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukkarji, Dr. N. 0. 

Mukkarji, Dr. Pkarat Okandra. 

Mulltek, 8riJut # Aikutaik. 

Naikar, Mr. Ham Okaadra. 

Nauihar Ali, Mr. lyad. 

Praqpanik, Mr. Tarinkkaraa. 
Ramiiuddla Akmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Okandra. * 

Roy, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriikaa. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kkkori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatka Natk. 
lanyal, Dr. Nallaakika. 
lanyal. Mr. gaianka lakkar. 

Ian, Baku Napadrl Natk. 

Ikakadali, Mr. 

Ikamiuddln Akmad, Mr. 

Ilaika, Baku Kikatra Natk. 
liaka, Irljut Maaiudra Bhutan, 
lur, Mr. Hartndra Kamar. 

Wall or Rahman, Maulvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES 76. 


Abdul Axli , Maulaaa Md. 

Akdul Hadx, Mr. Mtrxa. 

Abdul Hafl|, Mr. Mia. 

Akdul Hakim vikrampurt, Maulvi Md. 

Akdul Namld, Mr. A. M. 

AkdaLlakkar, Maulvi. 

AhdufK&rm, Mr. 

AMul LatH Biswaa, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. lyad. 

AMul Wakab Khan, Mr. 

Akdur Rahman, Kkaa Bahadur A. P. M. 

Ahdar Raakood Maulvi, Md. 

AMur Rauf, Kkaa lahlk Maulvi I. 

AMur Rauf, Mr. I bah. • 

AMur Raxzak, Maulvi. 

Akdua fthabood, Maulvi Md. 

AbMur Rasa Ohuwdhury, Kkaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
ABUI Huahim, Maulvi. 

AM Mut^a Ahmod. Mr. 

Aftak AH, Mr. 

Akmad AN MHdka.HUMvt 
ARaiuddhi Akmad, Kkaa BaBadur Maulvi. 
AmluuBak, Kkaa ftabM Maulvi. 


Amir All Mia, Maulvi. Md. 

Aikrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Howaia Kkaa, Maulvi. 

Ax bar Ali, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Aaukul Okaadra. 

Dai, Rai lahib Klrft Bhutan. 

Da*, Baku Doboadra Natk. 

Parhut Baa# Kbaaam, Bofum. 

P axial Quadtr, Kkaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Paxlur Rakmaa, Mr. 

Paxiar Rakmaa (Mymtailafb), Mr. 
Burnt*. Mr. ft. A. 

Haftxuddla Cboudbury, Maulvi. 
Hamlduddla Akmad. Kkaa ftablk. 

Haslsa Murthtd, Mr*^ M. B. C. 

Maternally Jamadar, Kkaa ftaklk Maulvi. 
Haudry, Mr. David. 

Nkteul, Mr. M. A. P. 
tdrte Akmad Mia, Maulvi. 
dsMmaddla Ahmad, Mr. 

KaMruddla Kbup, Kkaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
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[20th Arm, 


«MM AM mm, S«bibc*a KivuMlyH 
— ■ Alaii 0f. 

MlliiMaAlM Mart*. 

MlhiMi Maatfbary, Itaatvt. 

«attHaMia Aka»a, Kku likalir laatif. 
IMM, Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

MaMaJ, Mr. Ja|at fikmart 
M«xmim«I Mif, Maalvl MU, 

MabaanaaA Altai, Kkaa laMb tfartvl IjrvA. 
MvbaamaA IbraWai, Maalvl. 

Aahaaail Itkajaa, Maalvl. 

•Mabaaiaiai larall Maalvl. 

«abaaiaiMl HMt^aa, Kbaa Babatfar Dr. lyvt. 
Maflivk, Mr. Pall a Bvbary. 

<Ma*tf avsaf Maqav, Mr. lywl. 


Maitala AH Dana, MatfvL 
NataraHab, Navalntfa K, 

Ray, Mr. PaBraai. 
lalaraMa Abawl, Mr. 
taSrmtf a Abaiab, NaJI. 

•aHai, Mr. I. A. 
tarfcar, JUba MaibaaaAaa. 

•arajal lalaai, Mr. . 

•bababaMa, Mr. Kbnja, O.B.K. 
•baaiiaMia AkaK Kbaattar, Mr. 
flrtfar. Baba Utta MaaAa. 

Tafal Abatai Obaailary, Maalvl HaJI. 
Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vital AH ObaaOery, Mr. 

Zabar AbaiH Qbaaibary, Maalvl. 


The 


Ayes being- f»8 and the Noes 


7ti, 


the raotion was lost. 


Sittings on Friday and Saturday. 


Mr. SPEAKER: To-morrow, the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill will be taken up again ; so members would kindly come prepared 
for it. I understand, to-morrow the first item to be taken up is the 
Tank Improvement Bill; alter that, a Government ttesollition will be 
taken up and then we will go on with the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill. 

Now, # I have been requested that we might sit a little early 
to-morrow. The difficulty is that we have got a meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Privileges and as it has to deal with a very important matter, 
I do not propose to postpone the meeting. So 1 propose to sit at 
4-30 p.m. to-morrow. On Saturday also we may sit a bit early, say, at 
D-30 a.m. 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I have found out from 
both sides of the House that many members want to leave Calcutta on 
Friday evening because some of them have undertaken certain respon- 
sibilities regarding the Water-hyacinth Week. (Cries of “No’\ 
from the Coalition Benches.) That was what I gathered from some 
members of both sides of the House. We do not have Saturday sittings 
•except during the budget discussion. So having regard to the tempera- 
ture at present and also to the usual practice, I would request the 
Hon’ble Speaker not to have any sitting on Saturday., 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: So far as members of this side of 
the Jlouse are concerned, 1 may assure you and through you my honour- 
able friend, Mr. Gupta, that we do not want to curtail tha sitting but 
we do want to sit on Saturday . 
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* Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. 

* 4 

Mr. Khwaj.SHAHABUDDIN: lir, with your permission, I would 
further submit that members of the Hojise know how important this 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill is and how anxious a very large 
section of this House is to pass this Bill as soon 4s possible. Unfor- 
tunate ^nd unforeseen incidents prevented us from proceeding very far 
with tlfc business as far as this Bill is concerned. We have got only 
two days left — to-morrow and the day after. Sir, you have very kindly 
agreed to sit early to-morrow. We would earnestly request you to sit 
early on Saturday also, so that we may make an effort to complete and 
finish the work of the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have no objection to sit ©arlv on Saturday. We 
may sit from 7-30 to 1 1 -30 instead of from 10 to 1. That I hope would 
be convenient to everybody concerned. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it would be convenient for us 

to sit from 8-00 to 11-00. 

$ 

9 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : No, Sir. 7-00 would be better. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would suggest sitting at 8 o’clock on Saturday. 
In any case, I hope it will be possible to come to a compromise on this 
point. After all, the Bill is before us, and, if somehow, Government 
had decided to drop the Bill, it would have been quite a separate thing, 
but as Government are anxious to finish this business, is it any use 
protracting and not finishing it as quickly as possible P Of course, I 
am not hopeful that it will be finished by Saturday. Still let us finish 
as much as possible to-morrow and the day after. For the time being, 
it is settled that we shall sit at 8 or 8-30 a.m. on Saturday. 


MU.8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, are we to understand that 
Government are anxious to finish this Bill on Saturday and that it 
would result in the curtailment of our right of speech? In that case, 
we shall be very anxious to protect our rights. 


Tha Hon’ble Ktiwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The point is this. This 
Bill is a very important one and I should like the House to understand 
that if this Bill is to be of any use, it has got to go through the House 
at leastjby the first week of May. If we cannot finish it in the mean- 
time, i.e., by^the first week of May, we will have all-night sittings. 
Government will insist on that. 
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t 

Mr. SPEAKERS Let us see if we can avoid that contingency after 
Ve come-back from the holidays. ^ 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA, GUPTA: Unless the Home Minister 

arranges for a cordon of police to keep uschere the whole night he will 
not find us here. 1 * 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, the 21st 
Aprif, 3939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 21st April, 1939, at 4-30 p.iu. 

# ’ * 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizttl Hague, *c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 218 members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The members named below made ifie oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

Mr. F. J. Majindin, 

Sir Henry Birkmyre, and 

Mr. A. 0. Brown. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Noakhali R. K. Zilla 8ohool. 

•376. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Miuister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the present as well as the average annual numerical strength of 

Noakhali R. K. Zilla School for the last 3 years; 

(б) total expenditure from Public Revenue for the said school 

during the year 1937-38; 

( c ) monthly rent paid for the house hired for the school; 

( d ) the number of aided high English schools in the Noakhali 

district ; 

(e) the amount spent for them in the shape of grants-in-aid during 

the year 1937-38; 

(/) whether there are 2 other recognised high English schools and 
an aided high madrassah in the Noakhali town; 
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( g ) whether he is aware that wealthier section of the town people 

send their wards to Government schools; and 

(h) whether deprovincialisation of the R. K. Zilla School is in the 

contemplation of Government? 

» 

MINISTER in bharge of tlM EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlut Huq): (a) The number 0 } pupils on the rolls 
on the 31st March, 1938, was 195. The average for the last three years 
was 201. 

(b) Rs. 16,226. 

(c) Rs. 100 per mensem for the school and Rs. 12 per mensem for 
the Muhammadan hostel. 

(d) 19. 

(e) Rs. 23,050. 

(/) and (g) Yes. 

( h ) No. T«he Noakhali R. K. Zilla School being the only Govern- 
ment high school in the district of Noakhali it should continue to exist 
in the interest of education of the district. 

tr 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: In view of the fact that 
the expenditure on fhe Zilla School is over Rs. 16,000 and that on other 
schools only Rs. 23,000, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable 
to increase the grant of other schools by deprovincializing the Zilla 
School P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In answer (b) the Hon’ble 

Minister has said, “that Rs. 16,000 has been spent on that school” and 
in answer (c) the expenditure on other schools is Rs. 23,000. In view 
of that, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to increase the 
grants to these latter schools by deprovincializing the Zilla School? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no connexion between the two. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the fact that the 
people of Noakhali do not show sufficient enthusiasm for the Zilla 
School as proved by the fall in the number of pupils *on the rolls, does 
not the Government think it proper to deprovincialiae the Zilla School 
as early as possible? 

t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The first part of the question is in order and not 
the second part. 
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^ ' ■! 

If* NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTAS Does the Government admit 
Oaring to the small number of pupils on the rolls the public are showing 
less interest in the Zilla School P » 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The number has fallen o« 

but I do not know for what reasons. An enqui%y may be made and 
the result stated to the House. 

J J * # 

8). NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the fact that 
people are not showing any enthusiasm 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : How do you know? 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Id view of the fact that ~ 
owing to the fall in the number of pupihs the people are showing less 
enthusiasm for the Zilla School, will Government take steps to help 
other institutions by deprovincializing the Zilla School? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y our question is not in order. 

8j. NAR&NDrfA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the smallnesa 

of the number of pupils, does the Government propose to deprovincialise 
the Zilla School P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question of deprovin- 

cialization cannot be taken up immediately for various reasons. It is 
a very large question and is being considered, but we have not been 
able to come to a decision. 

Talora excise shop in Bogra district. 

♦877. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Excise Department aware — 

(t) that an excise shop at Talora in the district of Bogra bad 
recently fallen vacant ; 

(it) that applications were invited for lease of the shop; 

(wt) that several applications, including some from qualified 
Muhammadans were filed ; but 

(iv) that the* shop was settled with the heir of the deceased vendor 
or in the benami of the widow? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it iij » 
fact that the Commissioner of Excise wanted the shop to be settled with 
a new person t 
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(c) If the answer to (b) jg in the affirmative, Hon’bl 

% Minister be pleased to state the reasons why thV shop w^jf settled wit] 
an up-country non-Bengali ? / 

MINISTER in charge *of the EXCISE DEPARTMENT (th< 
Hon'ble Mr. Prasapna Deb Raikut}: (a) (i) to (iU) yes. 

( iv ) The shop was settled with a near relative of the decease* 
vendoj who had helped the deceased vendor in t*he r management of th< 
ahop and had been found competent. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the fton’ble Minister b< 
pleased to state whether the person with whom the shop was settlec 
<was a Hindu or a Muslim? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister b< 
pleased to state if the person with whom the shop was settled is an up- 
country non-Bengali? « 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT : The person is s 
' bona fide resident of the district. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to auswei 
{iv), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what sort of compe- 
tency is expected of a person with whom an excise shop is going to be 
settled ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In answer (iv) the Hon’ble 
Minister has said, “the vendor had been found competent”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is after the shop has been settled. mjm0 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: The Hon’ble Minister has 
said, “that he was found competent”. My question is what sort of 
-competency is expected of such a person. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In view of the fact that there 
•ffrere qualified Muslim candidates, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

state whether the shop was settled with a Hindu or* Muslim? 
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iHr. M^^llffCCRs I am afraid that that question doq/s not arise. 

Mililvi ABDUL LATIF B 18 WAS: My submission is this. The 
question is whether there were qualified Muslim candidates, 

Mr. SPEAKiR: What is the answer? 

* * , 

Marflvi ABDUL L'ATIF BI8WA8: The answer is “yes*’. That is 
why I asked the question: in view of the fact that there were qualified 
Muslim candidates, wdll the Hon 'hie Minister l>e pleased to state whether 
the shop was settled with a Hindu or a Muslim? 

Mr. 8PEAKER* However much undesirable it niav be, I have to 
admit it. 

The Hoffble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Due considerations 
were given to all people, but it was settled with a relation of the 
deceased. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWA8: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. Will the Ilon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
licensee is a Hindu or a Muslim? (Cries of — “A$k whether he is a 
Bengali or a non-Bengali” — from the Opposition.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I appeal to the honourable members on both sides 
to refrain from raising a communal issue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With all humility, Sir, I may 
tell you that we have never asked questions about communal percentages. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8. In view of the fact that the 
Hon’ble Minister enunciated two days ago the jndicy that the cases of 
Muhammadans would be considered and in view of the fact that there 
were^Muslim candidates for this shop, will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the shop was settled with a Hindu or a 
Muhammadan ? 

The Hoit’bit Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It was settled with 
a relation of the deceased; he is a Hindu. But due considerations were 
given to the other candidates. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister fte 

pleased to state whether the candidate with whom this shop has been 
settled is an up-country man or not ? 

*13 
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m 
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% The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT* He is an, up-country 

man domiciled in Bengal. < 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR £A8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whose proportion among the number of consumers from 
this shop is greater so far as the Hindus, Muhammaftlans or Chris- 
tians are concerned P 

< f. 

o 

Mr, 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the licensee has been staying in this 
province P 

< 

The Hon’bl. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; For six genera- 
tions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Are we to understand that in view 
of the principles enunciated in the Koran 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow that question. 


Gambling in Rangpur district. 

•378. Mr. JOTINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state whether the Bengal Public Gambling Act (of 1807) is in force 
throughout the district of Rangpur P If not, why notP 

( b ) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate extension of this Act 
ihroughout the district P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that gambling goes on openly in the meins that are held 
annually in the district of Rangpur; ^ 

(tt) that touts are employed by the keepers of these gambling 
dens to lure innocent villagers; 

(Hi) that there were such gambling dens in the meht that was last 
held at Badarganj in the district of Rangpur; and 

( iv ) that representations were made to the proper authorities to 
stop the gambling in the said mela? 

(rf; If the answer to (c) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, was taken in the 
matter ? 
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1 (c) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased te 

•llte the reason therefor? # 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for stopping gambling amongst the illiterate masses? 

MINI8TER* in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Wa 
Kuwait Sir Nazimuddin) S (a) No. The question of the extension of 
the Mt to the enfire district is under consideration. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) (t) and (it) No. 

(Hi) Some clandestine gambling took place in that mela, 

( iv ) Yes. , 

(d) and (e) By the time information Jiad been received and enquired 
into the mela was over. 

(/) Yea. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to state v*hat time Government will take to bring the Act into 
operation wifh reference to answer (b)? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN*. A. ? soon as the Govern- 
ment come to a decision after due consideration of the various ^problems 
involved. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1* 
pleased to state whether some police officers were in attendance in this 
Badarganj meld when the mela was held? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plggsed to state whether with reference to some melm held at Gaibandha 
representations were made to the proper authorities and that no step# 
were taken until some responsible gentlemen with M.L.A.’s had to 
take recourse to picketing? 

Mr. 8PEAKSR; That is not a question; that supplies information* 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answers (d) and (e\ 
what sort of enquiry was made, whether there was any attempt find 
out the culprit? 
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Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whether gambling took 
)lace or not was enquired into by $e police. 

# 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUFS Has the Gambling Act been enforced 
m any part of the district of Rangpur? t 

i 

The Hotl’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In what part? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Rangpur town. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA* 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the clandestine gumbling took place with or without 
the knowledge or connivance of the police? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hobble # Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Magistrate knew of the clandestine 
gambling P 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As it was clandestine, 
the Magistrate could not have known it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that some specific complaints were 
brought to the notice of the District Magistrate about the continuance 
•f this gambling P 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, because these com- 
plaints were made, it came to be known that clandestine gambling was 
taking place. If the thing had been obvious and natural, it would not 
have been clandestine. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long did the viela continue? 

i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will .the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state how long the mtla continued after the continuance of 
the gambling was brought to the notice of the District Magistrate? 
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The Hoft’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As soon as it came if 

the notice of the District Magistihte but before any action oould he 
taken, the mela was over. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How many days did the District 
Magistrate take as between the date on which it was brought to hie 
notice and the date on which he took steps? 

i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’bie Miniver be 
pleased to state whether the clandestine gambling was detected and 
whether any actipn was taken? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ‘ YTO fY 

c*, gambling tws Ttt swr wViei? 

Mr. 8PEfKm: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that licences for gambling in these meins are geneially issued in the 
name of a brother of an insurance agent who generally lives •with the 
District Magistrate? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I have your 
permission to say that in these meins certain forms of gambling 
take place which are not illegal. On account of the ruling of the High 
Court it is very difficult to take action against them. For instance, 
when it is dark a game of skill becomes a game of chance. So, for the 
time being we are handicapped in taking suitable action against 
gaWbling which may not be a game of skill. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If it is not gambling, why is it 
that the Hon’ble Minister has used the words “clandestine gambling'* 
in his answer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I was just going to point 
out that there are certain forms of gambling which Government cannot 
stop "because they do not come under the definition of gambling, ^nt 
there may he other gamblings which are going on surreptitiously and 
which can be stopped. 
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121st Aran, 
* * 


. Hr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the «on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he knows wjiat kind of gambling was allowed — 
whether it was a game of skill or a game of chance? 


f 

Th. Hon’bls Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDBIN: As far as this was 
concerned, it was pui*p and simple a game of chance, done clandestinely. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Reoruitment for- the Damodar Canal Revenue Division. 

• 

162. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hou’ble Minister in charge of .the Comm uni tat ions and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

(?) that the Eden Canal Revenue has been merged in the Damodar 
Canal Revenue as per Notification No. 6fl, dated the 24th 
March, 1933; 

(n) that a j>ermanent revenue division has been created for the 
purpose with a permanent staff; and 

(*//) \hat the staff of the Eden Canal, such as muharnrs , patrols, 
Mia lasts, ( lafadars , are still maintained in the temporary 
list ? 

(b) Is it a fact that new recruitments have been made for the 
Damodar (’anal Revenue Division on a permanent basis superseding the 
claims of the <emj>orary staff of the Eden Canal? 

(c) Is it a fact that some employees of the Eden Canal staff have 
not been allowed promotion in spite of related recommendations of the 
Executive Engineer, Damodar Division? 

(d) Is it n fact that a viuharrir of the Damodar (’anal who was aj^ew 
recruit was given two lifts in one year and made a z ill a (for for the Eden 
Canal in supersession of the claims of other muliarrirs . t/ihsildarg and 
elerks on the staff? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ri$chandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar): (a) it) and (u) Yes. 

(m) Two muharrirs , six patrols and one khalmi who were not 
trtuuferred to the Revenue Division remained on a temporary basis 
ander the Executive Engiueer in connection with work «in the Eden 
Canal. 
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(6) I understand that there have l»eea no supersessions of senior by 
junior muharrirs except so far as wqs necessary to secure the prescribed 
proportion of employees of different communities. If, however, the 
hon’ble member will give me the names of any muharrirs who accord- 
ing to his information have been superseded, I shall look into the matter 
further. 

(c) A temporary muharrir recommended by the Executive Engineer 
for employment a^ a zillathir was not considered by the appointing 
authority to be suitable for the post. Another recommendation could 
not be accepted; there was no vacancy for a man of the community to 
which the recommended man belonged. 

(d) I am informed that a certain muharrir received advancement in 
this way over a period of about IU \cars, the advancement being duo 
in part to the fact that vacancies had to he fillet! by suitable candidates 
of a particular community. 


Damages to Drops during rainy season in Chittagong. 

163. Maulan^ MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) U 

the Hon’hle •Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
(Irrigation) Department aware — 

(i) that the upper part of the canal excavated jointly by the Gov- 
ernment and the public to let off the water of Goiqp hil has 
been silted up; 

(//) that crojw were damaged during the last ruins season in the 
villages under the jurisdiction of the police-station Itangunia 
in Chittagong; and 

(iii) that the people of the locality are in distress? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of— 

(i) re-excavating the canal: or 
^(n) making an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazarl 

(a) (i) and (h) I am informed that very little silting has taken place and 
that this does not warrant any action at present. Any action con- 
sidered necessafv in future is to be taken by the District Board of 
Chittagong. 

(a) (it) and (iii) I understand that transplantation of aman paddy 
was delayed last year owing to the high level of water standing in the 
locality. Ip consequence the outturn was below the average but there 
is no distress. 
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Jagamath Intermediate Collage Library. 

( 

164. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

I 

(a) what is the total number of books in the lagannath Inter* 

mediate College Library; 

(b) what is the total number of Arabic, Persian and Urdv. books 

in the Library; and 

(c) has the Library been stocked with Arabic, Persian and Urdu 

books to meet the demands of the teachers and students in 

• these subjects? 

The Hon’ble Mr. /}. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) About 16,000. 

(b) 116. 

(c) Yes. 

Scheme for spending grant of five lakhs of rupees for the Scheduled 

Castes. , 

r 

165. Babu PREMHARI BARMA: <«) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
scheme has been prepared for spending the five lakhs of rupees pro- 
vided in the supplementary budget for 1938-39 for the spread of educa- 
tion among the Scheduled Pastes of Bengal? 

(h) If any such scheme has been prepared, is the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplating supply of copies of the same to the members of the Legis- 
lature for their opinion, if any? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give the reason therefor? 

(d) Have any scholarships been awarded to students reading in 
different schools and colleges of Bengal out of the amount? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 

statement showing — •• 

(i) the names of the students and the communities to which they 

belong; and 

(tt) the colleges and schools in which they read ? 

The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. ' 

(6) The scheme has already been published for public information 
in The Benpal Weekly, dated the 19th December, 1938. 

u (c) and (e) Do not arise. 

Id) No. 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 




• Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8VlEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,— 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what is the position as regards* 
my adjournment motion? • 


M* 8PEAKeA:1 had a talk with 3^r. Jogesh Chandra Gupta. It 
is a very controversial matter, and I will give my ruling later. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, may 1 be permitted 
to submit that I sent in a notice of an adjournment motion with regard 
to the railway disaster at Majdia. Subsequently, however, I waa 
advised by my friends to alter it and gjve notice of a special motion 
under section 102 of the Assembly Itules and* Standing Orders, and, 
accordingly, I sent in notice of a special motion. Will you allow me, 
Sir, to read the motion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please sit down? I will explain. I 
received notice of *n adjournment motion, but 1 found that the language 
in which the adjournment motion was couched was such that it wae 
not admissible. Yet T felt that, on an occasion like this, it was 
probably the desire of the House that a question* like this should he 
discussed. So, though the adjournment motion is not in orde% still I 
feel the traffic disaster can he discussed, as was done in the case of the 
Bhita railway disaster, when it was brought in in the nature of a 
special motion. It is, of course, very difficult to get it done quickly, 
but if you will send a copy of your motion, I will send if to Govern- 
ment, and if Government agree to its discussion as a special motion, 
I think there will not be any difficulty . I understand that Govern- 
ment are anxious to take a little time before the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill can he taken up. So, if you hand over to Sir 
Nazimuddin a copy of your motion, ho will consider whether he will 
be able to give his permission or not. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : May I submit, Sir, that 
my motion is so simple that I am sure that no member of the House, 
not even Sir Nazimuddin, can take exception to it? (T/aughter.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Still it would lie better to have Sir Nazimiiddm r » 
permission first. 

Dfc NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I draw your attention, Sir, to 
the fact that # I, too, have sent in copies of a motion similar to that of 
Mr. Hashemy, and I think the Secretary has taken steps in the matter P 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Let Sir Naziipuddin have ^ copy of vour motion, 
*llr. Hashemy, and then there will not be any difficulty. 

« 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But what about my motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER r That has not been brought to iny notice yet. 
^After enquiring from Secretary) I understand that it has been just 
Teceived. There is still time for it. In the meantime, we h&ve the 
Tanks Improvement Bill to consider, and this will take some time. 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938, as amended by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative 
Council to the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1338, be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was then put nnd agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

The Hon’ble 8ar BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that in sub-clause (h of clause 2 for the words “any other recog- 
nised society or public Ivody or person" the words ‘‘or any other person” 
be substituted. 

Sir, “any other person" under the General Clauses Act will include 
■"recognised society or public body". So. it is unnecessary to have 
ao many expressions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have to oppose 
this motion on two grounds. In the first place, I find that, contrary 
to the usual Parliamentary practice, the Hon’ble Minister himself, 
who has had ample opportunities in putting forward his view-point first 
in this House and secondly in the Council, is still considering the 
•desirability of moving amendments. If we allow this kind of 

May I have your ears. Sir? (The Hon Tile Mr. H. S. Suhrawaedy: 
You have the ears of the House.) But I must address the Speaker. 

* * 

Mf. SPEAKER: Please go on. I have always my e$rs open, both 
f writhe right and for the left. (Laughter. ) 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: $ir, it is more a question of order. # 
So, I am anxious to draw vour attention. 

As I was saying, Sir, the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department, whose Bill it is, himself has chosen to move an 
amendment. Oy a previous occasion, when the Hon’ble the Minister 
of Justice proposed to move an amendment to thP Official Receiver’s 
Bill, yyu were pleased to ohsetve that ij did not look nice that the 
Member in charge, as he had ample opportunities of examining the 
provisions on two or three occasions, should move an amending motion 
of his own at that stage. lie might have a short-notice amendment 
moved by one of his part's members. So, if you >'unt to maintain the 
same Parliamentary practice as you did formerly, then, 1 think, the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Revenue Department should not 
move this amendment himself. . 

# 

Even apart from that. Sir, there i> substantial difficulty in 
accepting the amendment on its merit*. The original idea was to 
entrust such improvements only to a very limited, circle of well- 
recognised authorities, namely, either a Collector or a local authority, 
or a co-operative society. These were the only three bodies contem- 
plated in theooriginal provisions. Thereafter, some members of the 
Council thought that probably it might help matters if some other 
recognised society or public body could lx* thought^ of, either probably 
the Muslim League or tin* Congress. Rut there wus at no stage any 
contemplation of entrusting any private individual with this important 
task, involving a little hit of indirect taxation of certain classes of 
people. It would be opening the flood-gate of corruption, and, 
probablv, the purpose of the Rill itself would be frustrated if such 
a wide scope were provided. I. therefore, submit, Sir. that this 
amendment goes beyond the scope of the original Bill. 

Even, apart from the fact that on its merits it is objectionable, 
at any rate, the Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment should not move this amendment. 

With these observations. Sir, I would request the Hon’hle Minister 
to withdraw this amendment ; otherwise, it will he my painful duty 
to oppose it. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 am sorry , Sir, 
that my honourable friend Dr. Sanval has misunderstood the amend- 
ment. I am not in any way widening the scope of the Bill. As a 
matter of fact, what I propose to do is this that the words “any other 
recognised society' or public body or person are quite unnecessary, 
becauie the word “person”* includes those, according to the General 
Clauses Act.* (Dr. Nalinaksha SArrYAL: But the word “person” 
is wider.) No, it is not wider. The word “recognised” is yry 
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vague, — recognised by whom? (Jiai Harendba Nat^ Chaudhuri: 

* Then why not drop it?) That i$ why we propose to drop the whole 
thing and substitute for it 1 the words <f any other person”. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal* # That makes it wide!). It is a mere 
drafting change. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri: What is your 
authority for sayiag that?) Sir, I do not think that there is £ny 

substance in the argument advanced by my friend Dr. Sany/il, how- 
ever ingeniously he might have tried to do so. * % 

Sir, I shall just read out the definition of the word “person,” as 
given in the General Clauses Act. That Act provides that “person” 
shalt include any company or association or body of individuals, 
whether incorporated or not. That shows that the word “person” — 
so long as it is f there — is sufficient. (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri: Much tyo widu!) So, it is not necessary to put in the 
words “recognised, etc.” The word “person” is already there, in the 
sentence “any other recognised society or public body or person”. 

So long as thq word “person” is there, it is superfluous to have any 

other word. That is my point. 1 hope the honourable member will 
recognise my point and withdraw his objection. 

c 

Mr. 8PEAKER. So far as that point is concerned, it is not for 
me to say anything. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If the Hon’ble 

Minister’s contention is that the word “person” was there, then the 
word “person” is not going to be substituted for all the words that 
are imported into the Hill b\ way of Council amendment, and then 
a point of order will arise under section 79(~) which says that only 
those amendments can be brought forward which are ancillary to the 
amendment made by the Council. Hut admittedly the word “person” 
was there in the original Bill. As the word “person” is not one of 
the words that have been introduced by the Council, that is, if, as he 
says, the word “person” was already there, then his amendment will 
be hit bv section 79(^). ** 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I will draw 
your attention to section 79, sub-clause (2) of the Rules and Standing 
Orders — “Further amendments relevant to the subject-matter of the 
amendments made by the Council may be moved”. That is wide enough 
and that covers my amendment. I do not think that my honourable 
friend intends to suggest that further amendments relevant to the 
subject-matter of the amendments suggested or made by the Council 
cannot be moved. I, therefore, venture to submit that Lean move, my 
amendment. 
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* Mr. Speaker : m^. Rai chaudhuri, you must look to the substance 
of it. It is a well-known practice Jhat we must always look to the 
jurisprudence of a thing instead ok to its technicality. The words 
"any other recognised society or public body or person” who takes 
possession of a tank would, according to the Hon’ble Minister, be 
covered by the words “any other person” which ar^ under the General 
Classes Act substituted. So, in substance, it is exactly the same. The 
only pojfct is that fftr this, you will again *have to go to the Council. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The words “or person” 
were not inserted by the Council. Therefore, 1 submit that so far as 
the amendment is concerned, it is hit 

Mr. SPEAKER: How> 

• 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The amendment of the 
Hon’ble Minister runs thus: for the words “any other recognised 
society or public body or person” > 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will \ou read clause 1 — “authorised person” 
means the Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, any other 
recognised society, or public body or person 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes ’ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Now he says that “authorised person” means the 
Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, or any other person. 
Now, supposing he had deleted the words “recognised society or public 
body”, would that have been in order ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what he wants to do now. 

Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In the words to he 
subsfTtuted, he is also including the woids “or person” of the original 

Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The real effect oi his amendment is to delete the 
words “recognised society or public body”. It is only a technical 
matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If so, our other conten- 
tion hqlds good and his amendment will be much too wide in scope. 
It will not only include “any other society or public body” but it will 
also include rt any other person” as well and in that view 
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Mr, SPEAKERS In the origyial Bill, “or^person” was tliere. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But certain other bodies 
were specifically introduced by the Council's amendment, 

i 

Mr. SPEAKERS That is why he deletes this clause and says ‘‘any 
other person” in order to inform the Council that that covers every- 
thing. « * # \ 

But the real point which Dr. Sanyal has raised I do not want to 
enter into. That is a highly controversial matter. The point raised 
by him was whether it is desirable for the Legislature to say that an 
amendment which has been passed in another House is outside the 
scope of this House. 

Dr. NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL: Sir, I had two aspects of my 
point of order. One is whethei the Hon’ble Minister who has spon- 
sored the Bill both here and, there, at this stage, should come forward 
with an amendment of his own. He might avoid that technical diffi- 
culty by asking one of the party members to mote it. It is a question 
of procedure of this House. 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Dr. Sanyal, I think it is in order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But, Sir, whether the member in 
charge of the Bill would lie in order to bring in amendments, that 
is a matter 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I quite realise your point. While I hold that 
as far as possible it is desirable that the member in charge of the 
Bill should not himself hiing in amendments unless it is essential, 
that principle is not applicable when a Bill comes with amendments 
from the other House, and I think it is the duty of the Hon’hle Minister 
who is in charge of the Bill, to place these amendments before the 
House and give the House a chance to decide whether those amendments 
should be accepted or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. My other point was whether any 
improvement would be done by the Hon’ble Minister proposing amend- 
ments at this stage. Then this Bill will have again to be sent to the 
Council. 

« 

Mr. WEAKER: That is not a vital matter. 

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It may be so, but it is better to 
leave it at that. This House applied some time over this Bill: there 
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was a Select Committee: the Select Committee examined the propo- 
sition and the Council added a fete words. So far as we find, thcT 
words are not so very objeetionable*or do not bring in any important 
new facts as to necessitate any reference to that House again. If the* 
Hon'ble Minister could accept this, ther£ might be some little drafting 
difficulty. • 

• * 

M(f 8PEAKER: I cunnot say anything about that. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, you should seriously 
consider whether you will be well advised to postpone the provisions 
of this valuable Bill for one more season. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot say. # 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijrty Bn^ad Singh Roy that in< 
sub-clause (1) of clause 2 for the words “any other recognised society 
or public body or person” the words “<y* any other person” be substi- 
tuted, was then put and agreed to. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th ere is one point which I would like to know 
from Sir Bijoy. What happens to the amendment which has been* 
made by the Council in sub-clause (2) of section 7P 

The Hon'bl. Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8IHCH r6y: It i» imggested 

that this should be omitted. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you move all your motions together P 
I may explain that I am anxious to hurry up bec ause I have admit- 
ted a special motion of Mr. Kyed Jalaluddin Hashemy regarding the 
Majdia Railway disaster. It is a veiy important matter and I will 
take that up liefore the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 

Clause r ). 

•*The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to niovr 

that in sulb-clause (b) of clause 5 for the words “any other recognised 
society or public body or person” the words “or any other person” be 
substituted. 

Clause 6. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to mo?* 

that in sub-clause (1) of clause 6 for the words “any other recognised 
society or public body or a^y person” the words “or any other person”^ 
be substituted. 4 

The reasons are obvious. 
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ClaiUjse 7. 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that in sub-clause (2) of clause <7 the words and figure “of section 7.” be 
omitted. 


,( Clause 16. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that for the explanation to clause (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 16, the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“ Explanation . — The words “any person” referred to in clause (a) 
of this sub-section include successors in interest of that 
person” . 

Just to make it clear 1 beg also to move that in clause ( b ) of sub- 
clause (2) of clause 16 for the word “receipt” the word “payment” be 
substituted. 

There is a mistake — purely printing mistake, or typing mistake. 

The above motions were then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I take objection 
to the amendment No. 9 of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, because it is not 
relevant according to section 79 of the Rules. It is a substantive 
amendment that he is suggesting and is not relevant to the subject 
matter of the amendment made by the Council. It proposes to reduce 
the rate of fees from 50 to 15 per tent. That point was not touched in 
the other House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, I think your motion is 
not in order. 

The question that this House agrees to the other amendments that 
•have been proposed by the Council was then put and agreed to. 


SPECIAL RESOULTION. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might say that Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
given notice of a special resolution which is to the following effect : — 

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be 
immediately moved to appoint an independent Committee of non* 
officials and officials not connected with Railway Administration to 
make an enquiry into ,the conduct and responsibility of the Railway 
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Administration and Railway staff jmmediately following the Majdia^ 
Bailwav Disaster with reference toihe following among other allega- ♦ 
tions and complaints: — 

(.4) Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their 
inadequacy. % 

(5) # Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident, 

(i C ^ Failure to make arrangements /or drinking water and other 
necessary food articles for a large number of injured 
passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the 
collision and of the other trains detained in consequence for 
hours in a terribly hot day. 

{D) Failure tft make necessary arrangements for the comforts and 
conveniences of passengers injured and detained. 

( E ) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to 
Calcutta and in taking prompt steps to send the detained 
trains to Calcutta. # 

{F) Conduct of the Railway staff following the accident.” 

I understand to tliis motion the Iloifble Minister in charge has given 
his consent under section 102. I will enquire from him as soon as he 
comes. Subject to his consent 1 have given my cynsent under section 
102. What I propose is that immediately after the special resolution 
of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is over, this resolution should be tdken up. 

I am trying to get it cyclostyled immediately and to give a copy to each 
of the members as soon as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would w»u mind taking my amend- 
ment also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will see. 

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION 

Resolution under section 103 of the Government of India Aot, 1935. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With your 
permission, Sir, #n behalf of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan I beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that it is desirable that— 

(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines 

* and biological pnaducts; § 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of drugs, medicines 

and biological products; 

14 
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(3) the adulteration of drugs, |nedicine8 and biological products; 

(4) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3); 

(ft) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned 

in clauses (1) to (4); 

(6) offences against laws with respect to the matters mentioned in 

clauses (1) to (5); 

(7) jurisdiction and powers of courts with respect to the matters 

mentioned in clauses (1) to (6); 

whicji are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, should he regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature. , 

(Here the Hon’ble Mr. Taipizuddin Khan entered the House and *tood 
up to make a speech.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no difficulty in Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s 
speaking on the motion. Anybody else can movtvit and anyone can 
speak on it. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is merely making a speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point of order is not that, Sir. 
I am j’*.st drawing your attention to section 103 of the Government of 
India Act. It states that “if it appears to the Legislatures of two or 
more provinces to be desirable that any of the matters enumerated in 
the Provincial Legislative List should be regulated in those provinces by 
Act of the Federal Legislature, etc., then a resolution can ordinarily 
follow. We must first of all have the decision of this House by way 
of a resolution, that it is considered desirable to have certain matters 
decided by the Federal Legislature. On the other hand, if the rights 
that are lawfully to be exercised by this legislature are to be surrender- 
ed in this manner, in favour of the Central Legislature, I am afraid we 
might be creating a very unfortunate precedent and we do not know 
where we shall stop. I presume that the resolution which has been 
placed before us has been forwarded to us by some authority of the 
Central Government, so that the initiative has been taken not by the 
Province but by the Centre. The Government of India Act does not 
provide for a situation like that. The Act only provides for a situation 
in which the initiative is taken by the province. I would like to know 
first if there has been any evidence of initiative taken by this province 
or any other province or provinces. So long as that is not proved, I 
believe that this resolution becomes out of order. It is a question of 
or&er, Sir, and therefore 1 would like yoii to satisfy yourself whether 
the initiative has come from the Central Government orothe initiative 
has been from the province. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: # l)r. Sanyal, ^hal exactly is your points 

Dr. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL* The point is that if the resolution 
has been initiated by any department, of the Central Government we 
. must protect our rights, and we must refuse to have a resolution of 
tjiis type adopted, but if a request had come from several different pro- 
vince^ and we had been asked to co-operate with those provinces we 
might probably eoifsider the position. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 *et us hear the speech ot the Hon' hie Minister. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have not got am light thrown 
on this point. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KViAN:* So far as the point 
raised by Dr. Sanval is concerned, I do not think that it bus got any 
force whatsoever. He asks, who took the initiative. Sir, the law does 
not take any notice as to who may have inspired the initiative. 

Dr. NALINAJC8HA 8ANYAL: The wording of the law is there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; f ,et him finish his speech . 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Admitting for* the sake 
ot argument that the Central Government requested the Provincial Gov- 
ernment to pass resolutions like this in their respective legislature that 
is not within the purview of the law at all — that is just as any indivi- 
dual may induce another individual to do a particular act. When that 
particular act is done that may be taken notice of (A voice: Is it a 
criminal law?) by a particular tribunal or body, but who inspired the 
initiative does not come within the purview of the law as far as I can 
see. The honourable members will remember that this House passed an 
almost similar resolution on the 5th August last. On that occasion Dr. 
Sanyal did not raise any point of order and did not raise the question as 
ttf who took the initiative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Apart from that my honoutuble 
friend forgets that he was then in the Opposition. He does not know 
the position. We did raise the question and we did get a reply from 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the Bill was initiated us a result 
of certain move by the Government of Bombay and other Provincial 
Governments. 

Th* Hot’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If my friend raised* that 
question then, he got also a proper reply. 
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The Hon’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not propose to take 
up the time of the House unnecessarily by dwelling on the history of 
this public demand for drug control and by going into the reasons 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: On a point of Order, Sir. Has the 
Hon’ble Minister replied to the? point of Order raised *by Dr. Sanyal or 
has he been proceedings with his speech P 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think it is a point of Order. It is a 
question of fact. So far as the question of fact is concerned, the 
Hon’ble Minister has not replied. So tar as the question of law is 
concerned it is for me to give a decision. As the Government of India 
Act stands the Federal Legislature can get jurisdiction only when it is 
satisfied with the preliminary that two or more provinces have demanded 
through their Legislatures control in a provincial subject by the Fede- 
ral Legislature. *So far as the jurisdiction of the Federal Legislature 
over exclusively provincial subjec ts is concerned, it is a preliminary 
before their jurisdiction sets in. It is a sort of uniformity of legislation 
on a matter of all-India importance with u view to have a Uniformity of 
policy. Rut so far as we are concerned it is not at all essential that 
other provinces should move. We can make the first move and there- 
after if it is possible the Executive Government can request two or 
three provinces or all provinces to find out as to whether they agree to 
it. If there are one or more provinces, then the competency of the 
Federal Legislature can tome in and if other provinces do not agree 
then this resolution will have no meaning. Therefore so far as we are 
concerned nothing is needed except a resolution by the Hon’ble Minister 
that in the opinion of the House such a uniformity of legislation is 
desirable. The next matter is what Dr. Sanyal has brought in, namely, 
whether the initiation has been taken at the instance of the Government 
of Bengal or at the instance of the Central Government or at the 
instance of any other Provincial Government. That is a question of 
fact, and ou that 1 do not think 1 am competent to say one way or the 
other. Whether the ITon’ble Minister should or should not answer is a 
question for you. 


Tha Hon ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Does it make any 
difference as to who initiates? 

f- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that is not for me to answer, but the 
real point o£l)r. Sanyal is whether it is desirable from the point of view 
of Provincial Autonomy that the Government of India should take the 
initiative in matters of common interest and not a Provincial Govern- 
ment. That is a question of fact. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AMYAL:. My point is very simple. TTnder 
the scheme of constitution that wt* have got now provinces have beeft 
made autonomous and the residuary powers remain with the provinces. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not the residuary 9 powers. 

• ^ 

Dr.^ NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The Provincial List is exhaustive 
and feoni the Provincial List no mattei dan he taken up by the Federal 
Legislature, a list which we should guard jealously, unless this province 
takes the initiative on the matter or some other provinces take the 
initiative and request us to help them. That is the scheme. 1 would 
like to know from the Ilon'ble Minister if any case lias been made out 
locally in this province or in any other province. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is t< »r him to answer. • So far as ])r. SanyaTs 
point is concerned, it is a question of fact and as such when the Honble 
Minister delivers his speech he can raise all the points and it is for 
the IlotiTde Minister to reply but so tar as the legality of this House is 
concerned, it is irrespective of the position whether the Government of 
Bengal took the initiative on it* own motion or took the initiative at the 
instance of others. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; It is just an iydependent tesolution 
of the Government . but it has been given in the agenda paper as a reso- 
lution under section J0‘{ of the Government of India Act. 1!!$), 

Mr. SPEAKER: By implication. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: i do not know uliut 
point is required to be cleared. On the lace ot it, Sir, this Govern- 
ment is taking the initiative but what instruction this Government 
might have received from another Government or some other piivate 
person, that is a matter into v\ liich a member of the legislature has 
no business to enquire. 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have got our rights 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Certainly not. Yon are 
only the guardians of the rights of this House. Whatever advice the 
Bengal Government might have received docs not come within the pur- 
view of the members of this House. Therefore, it is not a question of 
order at all: it is a question of fact. So far as the question of fact is 
concerned, that can only strengthen or weaken my resolution aiyl if 
I cannot sttfisfy the House about the merits of my resolution it will 
fall through. Therefore, Dr. Sanyal need not be anxious. 
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Df* NALINAK8HA SAHYAL: It will be parsed bv a majontv of 
the vote . | 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I was going to say that 
I did no 1 like to enter into the reasons which led this House and other 
Provincial Governments to refer this matter to the Central Government 
to legislate for all-Inf3ia. I need only say that drug is an important 
problem and uniformity in legislation is very essential. The. only 
differeme between the resolution already passed by ’this House ancl ihe 
present amended resolution is that the latter includes in its scope biolo- 
gical products in addition to drugs and medicines. As members are 
all awjire biological products such as sera, vaccines, etc., form a very 
important part of modern medicine and it is considered necessary that 
they should be specifically included with a view to* avoiding in the 
future any possible misapprehension in the matter. The present reso- 
lution has accordingly bfeeu tabled. It is practically the same as the 
previous resolution except that biological products are specifically 
included involving a very slight* amendment in clauses 1, 2 and d. 

The resolution is only formal and T commend it to the House for its 
acceptance. 

* 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, I heg to move by way of 
amendment that after clause 3 , the following clause he inserted, 
namely : — 

"3AJ* Advertisement and publicity against public morals, or drugs, 
medicines and biological products”. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving this amendment I would like to draw 
your attention to the fact that on the 21st February in the Central 
Legislative Assembly the honourable Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta enquired 
about the feasible ways and means to prevent the advertisement of drugs 
connected with sexual affairs. In reply to that question, the Hon’ble 
Sir G. S. llajpai gave an assurance to ihe honourable member that the 
drugs and their advertisements have long been prohibited in England, 
Government was fully conscious of the fact that this sort of advertise- 
ment ot patent drugs have long been prohibited in England, and the 
Central Government were considering the fact as to how far they could 
take up the matter from the point ot view of India. So. we can 
understand that the Central Government have already considered the 
nature of the amendment which has been raised by me to-day in this 
House. It is, of course, a happy indication that* the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tamiatuddin Khan lias moved a resolution like this. It is widely 
known that there are foreign companies like the Volkart Brothers who 
are publishing very ugly, indecent and obqpene pictures to sell their 
drugs ami various other kinds of medicine in Bengal by sheer publicity 
through advertisement. People purchase these things and 'waste their 
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money The advertise rs spend some money, the newspapers get some 
money but ultimately it becomes a hjuge waste from the side of the con- 
sumers. I would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that three 
or four years back the Indian Journalists Association took the initiative 
to prevent this sort of obscene publicity *of drugs, medicines and other 
things in Bengal. If I draw your kind attention to one or two pieces of 
acKertisements, you will realise what sort of pubficity is going on in 
connection with these drugs. May 1 wjth your permission read out 
one piece of advertisement which the Indian Journalists Association 
collected with a view to put a stop to this sort of ugly, obscene and 
immoral publicity in Bengal. (At this stage, some of the members of 
the Opposition asked him not to read out the extract.) But as my 
friends are requesting me not to read out the advertisement and as, 
personally speakirifc*, I am also unwilling to do so, I would like to desist 
from doing that. Sir, I had a discussion witfi the Hon’ble Minister 
when I pointed out the nature of such advertisements which he fully 
appreciated, and he has told me that in view of several other official 
affairs, he is not ready with all the statistics to make t lie amendment 
all on a sudden. Now, in view of all these (lungs I would like to suggest 
that the pernicious activities of foreign companies like the Volkart 
Brothers and pf indigenous companies and of many astrologers in Bengal 
should have drawn the attention of the Government of Bengal long ago. 
AVhat the Indian Journalists Association has been doing was not very 
effective, that Association being a non-official body*but Government can 
do it quite easily # 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. ( fhose , I may tell you that we are not discussing 
whether the thing is good or had, hut the question we are now discussing 
is whether this subject should go from the Provincial List to the Federal 
List. Therefore such things as astrologers are beyond our scope. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: But, Sir, the wording of ray 
amendment is as follows: — “Advertisement and publicity against public 
morals, ot drugs, medicines and biological products**. You can very 
well understand that it is in connection with these things I have got to 
refer to . 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Admitting the whole of your statement to be correct, 

I want to draw your attention to the fact that the discussion centres 
round the point as to whether we should not legislate on this matter. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: I submit, Sir, that in view of the 
situation in the country and in view of the pernicious activities of 
some foreign chemical companies, it is now high time that Government 
should take such steps as they think necessary to prevent them. 

With these words, Sir. f commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. * 
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« Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker,' Sir, T do not 4u>w if 
J should support the motion. I hap every sympathy with the Hon'ble 
Minister for moving this resolution, hut I have some difficulty which I 
want to be cleared up. That is why I rise to say a few words. The 
province, as I have already indicated, should jealously guard its rights 
and the wording of the resolution, as it stands, makes me feel doubtful 
whether all our rights would be properly safeguarded. In the hist 
clause, the Hon’ble Minister pientions trade and eoipmerce within the 
province in drugs, medicines and biological products. The whole 
sphere of trade and commerce should be handed over to the Federal 
Legislature for legislation. That probably includes provincial excise 
on drugs and sales tax also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I dp not think so. 4 

D r. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Let us know that definitely; other- 
wise the province will not probably like such rights ns the province 
would reasonably expect to exercise in course of time on the sales of 
costly drugs or “ashabs” or things like that that would reach the 
people at a very high price. We might eventually like to tax them and 
earn some money. If trade and commerce as a whole is landed over to 
the Central Government, probably we will lx* deprived from raising such 
taxes. Tn the secopd place, Sir, our experience in regard to these 
drugs has been rather unfortunate. We had some time ago a Drugs 
Enquiry* Committee, and for a certain mini tier of years now in the 
School of Tropical Medicine some researches are going on into the 
Indian drugs. There have been some appointments in that connection. 
The Director of the Tropical School who happens to he a person not of 
this province 


Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid you should not refer to any particular 
person. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. 1 want to he peifectly sure it in 
course of such legislation things will not he done which might similarly 
jeopardise the interests of the sons of this province. It is quite possible 
that if we had in this province legislation by which we might set up a 
Committee to control and regularise drugs, we will have some Bengalees 
appointed for the jobs and the Committee will be mostly composed of 
the sons of this province. If, as is proposed, legislation in connection 
with the drugs is entrusted to the Central Government, as has been the 
case with the School of Tropical Medicine Drugs Research Committee, 
w t c will have no Bengalee, even if he has got the best of qualifications, 
appointed to these Committees or any proposed Committee that might 
be entrusted with the control of drugs in this province.* I would. 
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therefAe, like ?he Htjn’ble Minister to make sure, when he ii giving # 
this power to the Central Ijegislaturf , that he has made ample provision 
to conserve those interests which l^ve not in the past been properly- 
safeguarded. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker Sir, More the 
Hon’ble Minister replies I may just say a few words because the biggest 
industry in drugs ‘situated in Calcutta iJ within my constituency, and 
I have got a certain mandate from them with regard to this matter. 

At the outset, I join issue with the Hon’ble Minister when he says 
that it is not open to this House to enquire as to the source from yhich 
he received the inspiration in the matter of bringing forward this 
resolution before *the House. This House is certainly entitled, as 
Dr. Sanyal made it clear, to know whether tin* inspiration came from 
(he Government of India or from any other ofltside source, because it 
may vitally affect the decision of this House with regard to this matter. 

If we are told that the inspiration ami thh inducement, or the initiative, 
has come from outside, we shall look upon this resolution in a particular 
manner. If, on the other hand, we find that it is n provincial necessity 
which has actuated the Government of Bengal, then certainly we shall 
look upon it from a different angle of \ision. Therefore, Sir, I do not 
at all agree with the Hon 'hie Minister alien he says that it is not the 
concern of this House to enquire as to which is Hie authority, or the 
source from which the inspiration came and In whom the initiative was 
taken. 

Apart from that, Sir, I think this House will he well ad\ised to accept 
this resolution, as it stands, after the necessary explanation is giveu by 
the Hon’ble Minister on the point raised by my friend Dr. Sanyal. I 
think, Sir, that so far as drugs are concerned, particularly the manu- 
facture ot drugs for which Bengal lias certainly acquired a great lead 
over the other provinces, one of the biggest manufacturing concerns 
being situated in Bengal, 1 am referring to the Bengal Chemical 
A Pharmaceutical Works, it is necessary that the regulation of trade 
and commerce and all other matters which are mentioned in this resolu- 
tion should be directly controlled by one central agency; otherwise, there 
might be considerable risk of our products being crowded out from the 
other provinces by prohibitive taxes or duties or by cheap and spurious 
drugs, which ought not to he allowed. It is also necessary, in order to 
carry on our competition in an effective and efficient manner against 
foreign drugs, that the Central Legislature ought to undertake legisla- 
tion so as to put up a fight against other competitors, such as from 
Germany, Italy, America or England. It is, therefore, necessary that 
such amove should be initiated by the province in order that legislation 
on an all-India basis can be undertaken, and Indian drugs and Imfiam 
industrial products may put up a combined and organised fight against 
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foreign competition. It is particularly necessary ■ inasmuch as tlfe drug 
4rade and the drug industry in thiq province are making rapid strides. 
I would, therefore, welcome the mqve, and I hope. Sir, that this move 
is a bona fide move on the part of the Government of Bengal, without 
being inspired, or actuated frow any other source. 

R» HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want 
*to speak a few words. ' . r \ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Khaitan wants to speak first. Mr. Khaitan. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, f would not 
'have risen to take part in this discussion, had it not been for the amend- 
ment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose. 

I venture to submit, Sir, that this amendment must have been moved 
’under a great misconception of # tlie situation that would arise as a result 
*of this resolution. The resolution, which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Minister, has been moved as a result of several years of efforts carried 
-on by manufacturers of drugs, medicines, etc., so that uniform laws may 
prevail in the different provinces and so that they ihay ?,ot meet with 
any difficulties for the sale of their products in other provinces 
{Dr. Namnaksha Sanyai.: No, no. Mr. Khaitan, you are under a 
misapprehension. It is a definite law.) ] do not think 
I am, • because this is just what the resolution provides. 
{I)r. Namnaksha Sanyai.: Please look at the terms.) If Dr. Sanyai 
w’aiits further elucidation of the problem, T might remind him that 
'different duties have been imposed 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not a piece of legislation, but it 
"relates to control of drugs. I have already had the ruling of the 
Speaker on this matter. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: As I read the isolation, 1 find 
that it concerns not only spurious drugs throughout the country, but 
also covers the question of uniform duties in all the provinces taken 
together. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is if permissible for 
two members to make speeches at one and the same time!" (Laughter.) 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. I already 
put a question to you, and you nodded indicating the opinion that excise 
“duties and sales taxes do not come under the contemplation of this 
resolution. Am I right in understanding that that is yotir ruling? 
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Mr. Speaker, i ijm only say that, so far as Article 27 of List H 
Is concerned, it says “trade and comi*erce’\ and so far as excise things 
are concerned, they come later, duty # on excise. Article 40. lastly, so 
far as fees are concerned, it comes under Article 54. Now if the inter- 
pretation which l hold is correct, viz., that the three definite terms are 
all for three definite purposes, then trade and commerce within a 
province do not come within the competency of ttie Federal legisla- 
ture mader Article *10, though ‘‘fees” come under Article 54. But in 
any case, even it is so, the Provincial Legislature has the power to 
repeal an Act of the Federal Legislature under section 102 of the 
Government of Ttidia Act, 1 985. So, there is no difficulty. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Whatcvei ma\ he the interpreta- 
tion about excise duty, whether it comes within the scope of this resolu- 
tion or not, there is another ver\ important part* of the problem which, 
perhaps, would come within the scope of this resolution, namely, the 
-different analyses of the different product* that have been prescribed in 
the different provinces. It is the different analyses, that have been so 
prescribed, that cause the largest amount of trouble in the way of drugs 
to be manufacture^ in one province and transported to another for the 
purpose of sale* 

Now, Sir, thih amendment, which has been moved by my friend 
Mr. A tul Krishna (those, seeks to give the right about legislation 
against undesirable and indecent advertisements and publicity al«y> to the 
Central Government. That will be the effect if this amendment is 
accepted by this House. I do not sec any reason. Sir, why Bengal 
should give up the right to legislate in favour of the Central Govern- 
ment. If the Bombay Government want to legislate against such 
advertisements and publicity, they, too. are expected to give up that 
Tight to the Central Government. (Dr. Nu.inakstia Sanyal: For 
uniformity.) Why need there be any uniformity Y I am reminded by 
the very existenee of this that \\v do riot want indecent advertisement 
and publicity to lie permitted in this province. Supposing Bombay, 
Madras, Bihar, and the Cnited Provinces Governments have no objec- 
tion* to indecent advertisements and publicity, and they go up to the 
Central Government and submit that legislation should not be passed 
against indecent advertisements, it is for the House to determine as to 
whether they would give up this right in favour of the Central Legis- 
lature or not. All that I am submitting. Sir, is that each province 
should continue* to keep with itself the right to legislate against 
undesirable forms of advertisement and publicity and, therefore, the 
amendment should be thrown out. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I had no mind'to 
4ake part in fhi# debate but I am doing mo now* only to clear up some 
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possible misunderstanding as regards the meaning of some parts of the 
•resolution, as for instance, part one of the resolution which proposes to 
confer on the Federal Legislature the power to regulate “trade and 
commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and biological pro- 
ducts”. I cannot understander rather grasp fully what is exactly the 
idea of the Hon’ble f Minister in proposing to confer this power on the 
Central Government. Does he mean that the Central Government would 
have the power to regulate inter-provincial trade amfcommerce on these 
subjects or does he mean that the Central Government will also regulate 
the trade and commerce in drugs, medicines and biological products even 
within our province itself? If the latter be his meaning, as it is almost 
apparent from the terms of the resolution, then I must say that I am 
afraid he is going to confer larger powers on the Central Government 
than are necessary in the interests of regulation of inter-provincial trade 
and commerce or of securing uniformity in these matters. AVhether Mich 
large powers should he conferred on the Central Government or not, it is, 
of course, for us to consider carefully at this stage, and I would request 
the Hon’ble Minister to take this suggestion into his serious considera- 
tion, namely, whether it will not be better to so amend the first part 
of the resolution, as to confer powers of regulating inter-provincial trade 
and commerce and not trade and commerce within the produce in drugs, 
medicines and biological products 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have no jurisdiction. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Let me submit. Sir, how 
in my humble opinion a resolution in such terms is permissible. AVe are 
going to confer certain powers on the Central Government and we are 
going also to indicate the lines on which such powers are proposed to 
he conferred and intended to bp exercised. AA"hat is there to prevent us 
from indicating that the regulation should he on such and such lines? 
It is quite within our powers I submit to indicate to the Central Govern- 
ment t hut on such and such lines legislation should be undertaken — at 
least that is my idea. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do von want “province** to be made into 
“provinces” ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Y es, but to be more ex- 
plicit, I suggest “inter-provincial trade and commerce* Vin stead of “trade 
and commerce within the province” in these matters. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE^ Sir, TORTO; IT 

c*rf*n* cn ^ affrr *ur mm\ a*frr w fefa fit yyi m \ ww 
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WM reifr reifr ret m *hwL\ mr fefai tart rerci » ro*i r re ret *re ffrfan * 

MUi fwc rerere Pin fafare? Sn* w f re »g re wi =*r reeir n,’ 

OTre rerc** ret* *frern fafa* tart rcrre c* rere cwrw* *rt«rrc are re ER g «nrei 
®Tt *fa PF5IWR Wl? CT&1C* *TCT JR TOUT ** 5HOT re*R refiRTO, RW(K 
sir a «*ra mre re ^ af^iH *rre stto rir*T *r* *re i st? srt Intra. 
a inter-Provincial $TOl* WT FF*fa Wfr^R re«jf i altSRT 8TRTOT 

*rasrti •psff't mm re jpsre *reren. sr $Tfi ^‘rawtre *re*rt< ?nrtf i arere 
tw **, mwn re *t<mmi rerc$ Sftre 5W rrfere arcr? stct a* rem a*frr 
«nt* wtrmw i 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANs My honourable friend, 

Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil, has again raised the question of initiative. 
Sir, when that question was raised in connection with a point of order, 

I took up the stand that that does not actually arise in connection with 
a point of order, but actually I have no objection to take the House into 
confidence as to wherefrom this initiative came. I can say for the edi- 
fication of the House that it was the Provincial Governments that took 
the initiative in the matter. Not onty this Government, tut all the other 
Governments took up the matter, and a resolution was passed previously 
— almost a similar resolution — but it was the Government of Assam that 
pointed out that biological products were not included within the scope 
of the resolution and probably that was a lacuna and when the Central 
Government received a communication from the Government of Assam, 
in that respect they asked all the Provincial Governments whetU*r they 
would include biological products also within the purview of the resolu- 
tion, and t hat is how this resolution has now come in this untended form 
before this House. 

As regards the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose, I have full sympathy with the object of the amendment. I agree 
with him that advertisements of this nature have become a positive 
nuisance now-a-du\s. and any attempt to curtail or regulate such adver- 
tisements must be a laudable one. But there are certain difficulties in the 
w r ay. First of all, I think that it is not within the purview of drug con- 
trol at all. This i.s altogether a different subject, because such adver- 
tisements are made not only in connection with drugs and biological 
products, but also in connection with other things such as talismans. 
Therefore, if legislation is made with regard to biological products, that 
will not, in itself, prevent similar advertisements in resjiect of other 
things like talismans. I, therefore, think that it is a different mutter 
and does not com? within the purview of this resolution. Again there is 
another thing. So far as these advertisements are concerned, I think 
no other Provincial Government is going to ask the Central Government 
to legislate. If the Government of Bengal only ask the Central Gov- 
ernment to legislate about these advertisements, on that alone the 
Central Govertiment will not be in a position to go in for legislation. 

9 
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( There is also still another difficulty. We are surrendering our righte 
about legislation regarding drug control for obvious reasons. But so 
far us controlling advertisements ft concerned, I do not think we should 
surrender our rights at all. We can legislate within the province and 
there is no reason why we should bring in that matter at all within th^ 
purview of this resolution. I, therefore, think that, iA this view of c the 
matter, my friend will be pleased to withdraw his amendment. If I am 
so advised, I can write to the Central Government whether thisfcan also 
be taken up. But as I have already said, obviously the Central Govern- 
ment will not be in a position to legislate without similar requests being 
macle by other Provincial Governments also. However, I shall further 
consider this matter and if it is found to be advisable to write to the 
Central Government, T shall certainly do so. « 


Then, Sir, as regards the*point raised by Dr. Sanyal, you, Sir, have 
pointed out that sales of drugs and excise duties come under certain 
other head, and I agree with \<>u that simply by giving the Central 
Government power to legislate regarding trade and commerce, we are 
not giving away our powers about sales of drugs or excise duties at all. 
As regards the point raised b\ Mr. Chaudhuri, I would like to say 
that the words “within the province'’ are necessary for this reason that 
we cannot say anything about the areas outside our own province. That 
is the reason why these words have been placed there. I do not think 
that simply localise these words are there we are giving wider power to 
the Ceutral Government than we would have otherwise done. 


Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are >ou not divesting 
yourself of your power to legislate? Once you divest yourself of the 
power, you cannot legislate 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, the Provincial legislature can do that under 
seciion 10*1. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will that be proper? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes; i( will be perfectly legal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I hope that this resolu- 
tion will be accepted b\ the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: In view of the Assurance given by 
the Hon’ble Minister that be will look into the matter and try to accom- 
modate it and. if necessary, write to the Central Government, I wish 
tq, withdraw my amendment. r 

The amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 
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The motion that 

that — 


GOVERNMENT BILL, 
his Assembly is of opinion that it ia desirable- 


(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and 

biological products ; * 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of,drugs, medicines and' 

biological products; 

* ■* # 

(3) the adulteration of drugs, medicines and biological products; 


(4) fees in reflect of the matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3);, 

to i inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned 
in clauses. (1) to (4) ; * 


(b) offences pgaitist laws with respect to t he matters mentioned in 

clauses (l') to (5); • 

« 

(7 ) jurisdiction and powers ot courts with respect to the matters 
mentioned in clauses (1 l to ^0); 


winch are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, should }>e regulated in this province b\ an Act of the Federal 

Legislature, was then put and agreed to. 

« 

GOVERNMENT BILL 


The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 understand that there is a slight difficulty in the 
Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill heing taken up immediately and, 
as 1 have said, with the concurrence of t lie Hon’ble Minister T have 
admitted the motion ot Mr. Syed Talaluddin Hashemy. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who is the Minister who has given 
his consent? 

Mr. SPEAKER • The Hon'hle Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You previously said Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Becu use he was my channel of communication. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: In view of whai has just fallen 
from you, viz., the slight difficulty in taking the Municipal Bill at the 
present moment, may I know what is the difficulty? 

• # 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know. I hope there will be an amicable- 
adjustment of certain matters. 
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* Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 Amicably b]r whom? 

* l 

4 . 

Mr. SPEAKER • It is better that the Speaker should be kept out of 
such controversy. * 

n 4 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that an Hon’ble Minister 
• * * 

has resigned? * 14 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have no information one way or the other. On 
the other hand, I got message that Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has resigned. 
{ Laugh ter.) 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, siK.to 5T$, wuh'G 

farcn sfa mm mm $*r?rr press 

wwftciR re *Tf=ranr csire wmrea *re ; 

i b etrerre? srre fainiJr <5iro srrre w Sfas ffrerr t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know. All I can sa\ is that in case the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Hill is not tuken up to-dav, it is most 
unlikely that it will be taken up to-morrow. It will be taken up on the 
1st May. 


SPECIAL MOTION. 

Committee of Enquiry about Majdia Railway Disaster. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: T beg to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be immediately 
moved to appoint an inde]>endent Committee of non-officials and officials 
not connected with Railuu.x Administration to make an enquiry into the 
conduct and responsibility of the Railway Administration and Railway 
staff immediately following the Majdia Railway disaster with reference 
to the following among other allegations and complaints: — 

(A) Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their 
inadequacy. 

(Z?) Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident. 

<(’) Failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other 
necessary food articles for a large number of injured passen- 
» gers and other passengers of the* trains involved in the colli- 

sion and of the other trains detained in consequence for hours 

in a terribly hot day. 
i 
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(If) Failure to mike necessary larrangements for the comforts and 9 
conveniences of passengers injured and detained. * 

• 

(E) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to 
Calcutta and in taking prontpt steps to send the detained 
train# to Calcutta. 

% * 

(E) Conduct “of .the Railway staff following the accident. 

I claim to have a rational mind. (A voick: l)o you Y ) 1 do. I 
take accidents to be accidents, but in this particular railway accident 
I cannot persuade mvsclf to accept this as a mere accident. Sir, we 
have not yet been able to forget that Dacca Mail disaster at Halsa 
a few years back. It is still fresh in ouy mind, also the Bihta railway 
disaster. Rawalpindi Mail disaster and other railway disasters. To-day 
or to-morrow we will manage to forget these past accidents, but, Sir, 
it will be difficult, or rather impossible *for us to forget this particular 
accident. The reason is obvious. This disaster has ’taken away two 
from amongst us, two members of this House. This has amply demon- 
strated the utter kick of efficiency of the rail wav administration in this 
province. The points I have asked in my resolution to enquire into 
are very simple. The first point is “delay in providing proper medical 
and other reliefs and their inadequacy ”. • 


With regard to medical relief that has been given, the less said the 
better it is. One incident will sufficiently prove the inadequacy or 
rather hopeless inadequacy with regard to medical relief. Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Public Health is here. I had been 
to the Medical College Hospital, Emergency Department, to see our 
friend late Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee. 1 was told that the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health went there a few' minutes before 
rtie along with the Hon’ble the Home Minister. May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister who is sitting before me “was that a place for any (not to speak 
of a member of the Legislature) injured person” Y 1 saw with my own 
eyes that the s**at that was arranged for the late Babu Manoranjan 
Bannerji cannot be a seat tor any patient. There was not an inch of 
space between the seat of Babu Manoranjan Bannerji and the other 
patient’s seat. That patient was not a victim of the disaster. The next 
seat was occupied by another patient who was also not a victim of the 
railway accident. I was told that it was Emergency Ward. When 
I remonstrated I was told that as there was no place, he was put in there. 
On further enquiry I came to understand that no attempt was ever made 
to remove him to a comfortable place. There was no fan at all. JThe 
late Mr. Mryioranjan Bannerji, a member of this House, was put in the 
Emergency Ward. 

15 
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When I came to Sealdah Station where I z^ceived this news— at 
about 11 or 12, I don’t remember exactly the time — the railway author!* 
ties were very busy in wending a large number of constables to Majdia. 
The relations, friends and others who were anxious to see the victims 
of the disaster at Majdia were 'not allowed to go by the first available 
train. Why this large number of constables was .sent I eould not under* 
stand at the time. Later on it was explained to me the part which the 
police would play there. f , c \ 

With regard to the inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene 
of accident, it is a matter which could really be better imagined than 
described. I was not present then. Some members of this House who 
were there explained the position, the position of horror and terror of 
darkness after the accident. ( 

With regard to failure to npike arrangements for drinking water and 
other necessary food arficles for a large number of injured passengers 
and other passengers of the trains involved in the collision and of other 
trains detained in consequence, I need only say that there was no want 
of food or drinkirig water so far as the Hon’ble Ministers were concerned. 
They had ample drinking wuter, ample food and ample comfort there, 
but there were no arrangements for any drinking* water or other 
arrangements for food for other passengers. 

Sir, the Ministers who had been there were coming hack to (’alcutta 
by the Serajganj passenger. They stopped at Darsana; some at 
Jayrumpur. They had motors at their disposal, they had ample food 
and drinks at their disposal, and some of them availed themselves of the 
first relief I ruin to come back to (’alcutta. But, Sir, there were other 
passengers some of whom might possibly )>e here and they will explain 
the position. 1 am told the\ suffered vers much for want of food and 
drinking water. That is a clear case of negligence on the part of the 
Railway authorities. 

With regard to failure to make necessary arrangements for the 
comforts and conveniences of passengers injured and detained and delay 
in sending the injured and the dead passengers to Calcutta and in taking 
prompt steps to send the detained trains to Calcutta, I can only say that 
you all remember that the dead body of our friend the Late Mr. Birendra 
Nath Maaunular came to (’alcutta at about 1-35 a.m, the next day. 
Sir, does it require any more explanation ? Does it require any more 
speech than what 1 have already said? The dead body of out friend 
came to Calcutta after, say, 28 or 24 hours. Is it not due to utter 
lack of facilities with regard to railway transport in BdngalP Many of 
ue were waiting at the Sealdali Station anxiously to see tbe dead body 
which we were told would come at 5-30 p.m. Then we were told that 
it ifould be coming at 7-30 or 8-30 p.m. I am told, on the other hand, 
that the dead body of a Guard came to Calcutta by the Afaam Mail at 
5 p.m. in the evening. Sir, why this invidious distinction between one 
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dead passenger and another ? Th£ dead body of a member of this 
Souse was brought late at 2 a. m./ whereas the dead body of a Guard 
was brought during the day. • 

With regard to the conduct of the Railway staff, my friend Maulvi 
. Gyasuddin Chowdhury, who is here, would be able to give a better 
description. He gave us to understand that he Vas a passenger and 
he had. himself s€^n the scene of occurrence at Majdia. 1 am sure he 
will rfse in his seat and give a detailed description of the treatment that 
was accorded there by the Kail way authorities. 

I am now told that the local Congress Committee took steps to give 
food and milk to some members of the House. 1 am also told th&t had 
it not been for this help, their sufferings would have been much greater 
when the> were "detained at Majdia. Sir, a •Committee should be 
appointed by the Government of India* to enquire into these things. 

I am sure that this is a matter in which the Government of Bengal or 
this House cannot take the initiative.. As regards the personnel of 
the Committee, Sir, I want to make this observation thyt if a Committee 
is appointed by the Government of India 50 per cent of the members 
of that Committee should be from the members of the Legislature in 
this province t amf particularly those who had been on the scene, barring 
the Ministers who were there by accident. Sir, I have heard com- 
plaints, and I have also beard from members of Jhis House, that the 
Ministers did not take an\ steps which they ought to have taken in 
those circumstances. Some were busy in giving photograph^ to the 
cameramen and some were busy in visiting places of some mill- 
owners and taking tea with some friends and others were busy at other 
places. Sir, 1 would request the members of this House to hear the 
details from Al-Hadj Gyasuddin Chowdhury. I would request him to 
give a vivid description of what he saw and experienced during the 
disaster that happened there. With these words, T commend my 
resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

(The House was then adjourned for 25 minutes.) 


After Adjournment. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the 
amendment that after the words “to make an enquiry into”, the 
following be added, namely, “the circumstances connected with the 
recent railway (disaster at Majdia, and”. 

The purpose of this amendment is to make the resolution compre- 
hensive and to permit the Committee of Enquiry to investigate into all 
questions connected with the disaster. My friend, Mr. Hashemy , *ha* 
had some specific points to be drawn attention to, points relating to 
some .matters following the Majdia railway disaster. I felt that in 
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addition to such points it was necessary to haye some 
Sato the causes or circumstances thkt have led to the disaster and also, 
if possible, to entrust the Committee to find out how best to safeguard 
against a repetition of such disasters. It is only with that end in 
view that I move my amendment, and I trust my friend, Mr. Hashemy, 
will have absolutely po objection to accepting the same. ■ It is not with- 
out some amount of melancholy feeling that one speaks on a resolution 
of this character, and I am absolutely sure that <evbry section 0 ^of the 
House would be unanimous in demanding that proper enquiries should 
be made into a disaster of this character which led not merely to the 
loss of two valuable lives of members of this Legislature, but also of 
many more invaluable lives of unknown and not sufficiently rich men. 
I submit that an investigation ought to have been t started by the 
Government of India straightaway. Four days have elapsed and yet, 
so far as we learn from the 'newspaper reports, we do not find any 
serious attempt at starting an enquiry of a comprehensive character. I 
understand that a small local enquiry has been or is being conducted 
by the District Magistrate and the local Railway officials with a view 
to find out the results of the accident and as required under the Indian 
Railways Act of 1890 to report on the accident. I \»lso noticed in the 
newspajiers that one comparatively junior railway polite officer has 
been asked to make a report on the accident. While these local investi- 
gations 1>\ certain comparatively inexperienced and local Railway 
officials muy be necessary. 1 claim that a disaster of this character 
demands a more comprehensive and expert investigation. I, therefore, 
had in m\ mind a motion in which 1 would have suggested that in the 
Committee to be appointed, there should be a High Court Judge who 
might be in a position to sift the evidence presented thoroughly and to 
find out exactly where the defects did lie; also a Railway expert who, 
while not ladng a Railwa\ servant, might be in a position to give 
his unbiased opinion as to the character of 1 lie Railway disaster and 
the possibilities of guarding against the same. I was prompted to 
draft that resolution because, while in Europe, 1 had occasion to study 
some of the Railway technical matters connected with disasters of big 
consequences, and I am glad to lu* aide to say that I found that arising 
out of similar disasters some of the most useful inventions in Railway 
signalling have been found. There should lie no time wasted to find 
out if there is any scope for improving the signalling arrangements on 
the Eastern Bengal Railway to make it fool-proof arid to make it 
impossible for Hie human element to forget itself fo£ the time being 
ami lead to serious disasters of this character. I remember. Sir, while 
in England; I saw at Acton a railway station near London, an experi- 
ment going on to get a train pulled up by the driver if he passes a 
sigWl in danger by drawing his attention* to the signal having be<fa 
in danger through an automatic alarm. There was a provision for 
placing a raised lately on which, if the signal was in danger, a metal 
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part ot the engine wjmld touch aiyl there would be an automatic bell 
ringing just near the driver’s 1 ears* I saw in Germany another experi- 
ment going on by which it was provided (hat automatically an engine 
passing a signal in danger would be pulled up by a system known as 
optical train control. Thereby it was arranged that if an engine passed 
a signal in dagger, a ray of light falling from the side of the engine 
^tould get reflected from a position of a mirror on flie signal and thereby 
an el%Ctric currerft would be generated which would pull up the engine 
if it was passing a signal in danger. Such experiments have also been 
going on in other parts of the world, but 1 do not know why in India, 
in this unfortunate land of ours, the railway administration should be 
so conservative as to leave things as they are. seeking explanations 
from the theory of sabotage or of mistakes of the human factor. I 
claim that the Government of India should he moved to make a 
thorough investigation into all circumstance^ connected with this 
disaster and particularly to see that in future such disasters may be 
prevented. So far as the complaints dr^wn attention to by my esteemed 
friend Mr. Hashemy are concerned, I can only sympathise with him, 
and while supporting his claim to have an investigation into nil these 
complaints, 1 would only add that so long as the efficiency* of the 
Railway staft amt of the Administrative >tatl is not improved generally, 
quick decision and prompt action are not likely to he the order of the 
day, and therefore we must have to go deeper to sec if there is any 
scope for improving the character of the Railway men generally and 
of our executive officers in particular # 


Here, in this case, we were informed that (lie first rebel train could 
arrive at this place, namely, Majdia, about four hours after the disaster 
took place ((Vies of “Shame, shame" from Congress benches.) I 
know. Sir, that the Railway authorities in the Eastern Bengal Railway 
maintain a break-dowm staff, and an emergency staff is supposed to be 
always in readiness for any emergency of this character, and yet I do 
not understand why it took such a long time to reaeli the place of 
disaster. It has also been reported to us that some of the trains which 
were due to arrive there and pass the station were not detained there 
sufficiently long to enable first aid to be given as well us to enable such 
passengers who were left behind to be taken in them. The lfon'ble 
the Chief Minister did pass the station quite a number of hours later, 
and I undergtood from him direct that he had to specially* ask the 
railway guard to stop the train at Majdia in order to enable him to see 
the condition <tf the injured passengers. (Mr. Abdul Wahah Khan: 
That also in writing.; I am told by my friend that the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister had to do that in writing as if he had to give an explana> 
tion.for asking the Railway people to get an ordinary thing done. 
There must be, Sir, something terribly wrong in the whole Raflway 
administrafion under the circumstances. I know*. Sir, that this Houee 
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i is pat the proper place where I can raise questions on the deficiencies 
qf the Bailway administration. That is why I shall not state things 
which might be declared out of o^der. I have watched the Speaker 
wake up suddenly. (Laughter.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: l am always wide awake when yoli are speaking. 
(Laughter.) t 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that the public in 
Bengal have been greatly agitated over the accident. We have first 
hand ‘reports from honourable members of this House as well as from 
respectable members of the public who had definitely stated that the 
number of the dead and ♦.the injured had been far in excess of what was 
reported in the papers by the Bailway administration. 

Sir, 1 am ndt trying to cast any reflect ion on the Railway authorities 
at this stage, but I submit that an investigation — a proper and inde- 
pendent investigation — should l>e made to ascertain the real truth of 
the affair. We were informed that even the late lamented 
Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee, when he was wounded, was himself 
mightily afraid that over and above the injury some other* injury might 
be inflicted on him by the Railway men to put an end to his life, so 
that he might he taken away, and his bod} might be safely spirited 
away somewhere. There is general belief that such things have taken 
place in the past. I do not know if it still continues to take place, and 
I cannot eusih make myself believe that there are any human beings 
or any persons on the face ot the earth who for their jobs would do 
such atrocious acts, and yet the public of Bengal have had such un- 
fortunate feelings. Those entrusted with the investigation of this 
affair must sift the evidence proj>erly and set at rest all speculations 
about it. We have seen photos of gruesome characters — the head of 
a person who died in the disaster and the bod\ could not be discovered 
yet. There must have been something done with the body; either the 
body must huve Wen burnt into the fire that ensued or the body must 
have Wen removed to some unknown destination by some unknown 
person. Investigation should be made into all these. (Babu 
Nakknoka Nut ayan (Tiakhah urn : There was another body without the 
head.) My friend Mr. Chakrabarty tells me that another body was 
discovered which had no head, but certainly this head which was dis- 
covered did not fit in with that bod\ . < 

There have also been complaints about the Rail wax staff being 
indifferent to the immediate requirements of first aid, and it was to 
the public of Majdia, and particularly to tlje Congressmen and young 
mad' of that locality that credit for rendering whatever first aid could 
be given w*as due. I would like to know to what extent ‘the Railway 
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were really ^capable of offering services, because they were* 
short of funds or short of resources or short of men, and whether there 
were other reasons for this callousness. 

Sir, we are told by responsible members of this House that all 
telegraphic connections were stopped. # 

• (At this st&ge the member reached the time-4imit but was allowed 
to finish his speech.) 

t only require, Sir, that there should be a thorough investigation, 
and that is why, while supporting the motion of Mr. Hashemy, 1 have 
brought this short amendment of a comprehensive character. 

« 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Ma\ 1 movt* inv unmiiinient, 
Sir!- 

Mr. 8PEAKER ! No, it i> not necessary 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir?- — 

Mr. 8 PE 4 KE*: 1 might sjty at this stage that we are not sitting 
to-morrow as previously announced and that we shall meet on the 1st 
of May next to consider the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Hill and 
after that the Hengal Money-lenders Bill. 

■* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Arc* we to understand, Sir, thut 
tie present programme of taking up the Money-lenders Bill on the 1st 
oi May is changed? 

a - 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid there cannot l>e any other conclusion! 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 submit, Sir, that not many words 
are needed to commend this motion to the* acceptance of the House. 
You are aware. Sir, that I also gave notice of a motion which was 
framed on these lines. My motion wanted that a Committee should be 
set up to inquire into the causes of the* disaster and also to ascertain the 
extent of the loss sustained by the passengers and the public. 

A 

You, Sir, have been pleased to rule that as the last portion of my 
motion which relates to the extent of loss and damage that have been 
caused by this terrible disaster, docs not fall within the purview of the 
motion that has been proposed by my friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy, it should be considered as an independent motion. 

Sir, the accident took place on that fateful night when alf the 
passengers itere reposing in the land of dreams, and which caused the 
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most terrible havoc. A very large* number of m^n have been cfeclared 
dead and a larger number are lying in different hospitals. A large 
number of families have been ren^red desolate by the death of their 
only earning members. Our feelings are very high on this occasion as 
we also in this House have lost* two of our most valued friends. So we 
owe to ourselves and to those who have suffered by this disaster to make 
an attempt to find out the cause of the disaster and to see that such 
disasters may not recur. About the proposed enquiry* as I have already 
submitted in my motion, it should consist of experts and non-officials as 
there have been serious allegations against the Railway administration 
in the press as well as in this House. There are persons who are still 
reported to be missing. In to-day’s “Basumati,” I find, a correspondent 
lias stated that two of his relatives had been travelling by that train — 
one was found injured t and the other could not be traced in spite of 
several reminders by th<» relations of the missing person. Very serious 
doubts have been roused which are not expected to be allayed without 
an impartial enquiry. It is, therefore, necessary that a Committee of 
Enquiry consisting of persons who may command the confidence of the 
public, should be set up. There are so many different versions appor- 
tioning blames amongst, the driver of the Dacca Mail, the Station 
Master, the Pointsman and others. Therefore, unless ?n absolutely 
impartial Committee sifts evidence and materials placed before them 
and comes to a definite conclusion with regard to this, public anxiety 
and apprehension can never ho allayed. It is true, as we have seen in 
papers, /hat some sort of enquiry, which has originated perhaps from 
the Railway authorities^ is going to be made, but this sort of enquiry 
will not satisfy the mind of the public. Therefore, Sir, we demand a 
Committee of Enquiry which, as I have already said, may command 
the confidence of the public at large. My friend, Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hashemy, in mentioning this accident has unfortunately digressed to 
make an attack upon the ITon’ble Ministers. I think he ought not to 
have done it to-day at least. He should have remembered that the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, who had been travelling that way took great 
pains to stop the train by giving an order in writing 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : On a point of personal 

explanation. Sir. I did not say anything about the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: You mentioned about the Minister. 

So far as I know, the Hon’ble Chief Minister had gone to the actual 
site of the disaster. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sajtfal: Do not raise contro- 
versial issues.) I am not raising controversial issues — (interruption* 
from the Opposition benches). * 
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Mft SPEAKER: j[ hope it will be realised by everybody that * 
according to the Government of India Act as well as by every conven- 
tion, freedom of speech is the onlj^ essential thing for which we have 
got the justification to come here and so I hope you will allow him to 
go on uninterrupted. • 

• 

Mr.^ 1JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In view of the colossal 
calamity, I think it •would be proper for us to adopt this resolution 
without entering into controversial and acrimonious debate. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The Hon’ble Chief Minister, look- 
ed to the comforts of the surviving passengers, provided for milk for the 
babies, as far as *t was practicable and as far as it was possible within 
the time at his disposal and in the circumstances. So, it was no use 
making an attack upon the Ilon'ble Ministers* in a body or upon any 
particular Minister. We an* at one in supporting the resolution and 
the objective with which this resolution* has been put up. With these 
few words, I support the motion, as amended by Dr. Sanya! . My 
feelings are very high on this occasion, because it is a tragedy of a 
kind of which thete has been no other parallel in the province of Bengal. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, death and disaster are 
mighty levellers, and although we are discussing this matter under the 
shadow of a great calamity, still it is one of the redeeming features that 
although various groups of this House are accustomed to quarrels and 
controversies, still at least on this occasion there is an atmosphere of 
unanimity. Sir, I am refreshingly reminded by my friend, 
Mr. Chakraverty, that ihere was a unanimity of disaster when the 
occurrence took place at Majdia. So out of evil if any good cometh, 
let us all remember that in the midst of life, we arc haunted by death 
and let us project frnd protract our vision beyond our noses and let us 
sit down and solve the greater problems in a spirit of unanimity. In 
according my support to the motion of my friend, Mr. Hashemy, T have 
adopted the amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. I also gave an 
amendment on the same line. 

t 

Sir, there are two things — one is after the disaster and another is 
anterior to the disaster. It will not he enough for us if we merely sit 
down to hold # a pout mortem, examination into the matter and find out 
the effect of the disaster and shut our eyes to the things that led up to 
it. So far as things happened after the disaster are concerned, there is 
one thing which strikes me as very curious. You know, Sir, that liana- 
ghat is an important station; it is a junction in which the Railway 
administration has got a vast appendage of men and apparatus and the 
incident took place at a station which, I am told by my friend, Mr. Uari- 
pada Chatt&jee, is not more than 18 miles away from Ranaghat. How 
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i is it that although the disaster topk place at tiie small hours' of the 
t&orning, no relief reached there in* time. I submit, Sir, there are two 
explanations possible ; either the Railway administration was absolutely 
demoralised or there was something wrong in the whole get-up. Prob- 
ably the whole Railway administration did not venture to face the 
disaster, and as Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has said, and J. reiterate, that 
sometimes rumours become current before actual things see the light bf 
day. Railway administrations sometimes known to be responsible for 
some smuggling of men and property. I do not know what actually took 
place there. But, all the same, it is very curious that relief did not 
reach there in time. What is more important is that it is necessary to 
find out by proper investigation as to why this disaster was at all 
possible in the year 1939. Sir, the railway vehicles are not very new 
and they are taken advantage of by people so frequently that we are 
almost now in the habit of travelling in trains as we did in bullock carts 
previously. The railway vehicles must be as safe as the bullock carts, 
and, if that is not so, I submit, there is certainly something wrong 
somewhere which is creating accidents like this. I do not know of any 
accident in which the bullock cart caused the death of a man. There 
are certain things which have got to he looked into. Why is it that 
whenever an accident takes place it is onh the inter knd the third class 
passengers that die? 1 do not grudge the first class and second class 
passengers not dying (laughter). What 1 want is that third and inter 
class passengers should also he equally safe. 1 do not mind the 
amenities of the inter class compartment being different from those of the 
second class. There may he no fans, etc. The lavatories may be as 
bad as now, and sitting accommodations as uncomfortable as ever, but 
so far as immunity from danger is concerned. 1 think all these classes 
should he placed on an equal footing. The Committee which we are 
proposing ought to be given a clear mandate in that direction to find 
out what is the difference in the getting up of the carriages which causes 
death to the lower class passengers. 1 think the Committee will be 
doing real justice to the public by giving directions in this line. 

Then, Sir, there i* the difference in the quality of resistance of these 
carriages. The first and second class compartments are built up of the 
same material as inter and third class compartments. Why should 
there be any difference in the quality of resistance, when one class of 
compartments breaks into matchwood, other class compartments do not. 
It is also a matter which should be given proper attention to in that 


enquiry. 

Then, Sir, there is the question of brakes. I do Yiot know, I am 
not an expert or an engineer, but we are used to ordinary vehicles, 
cycles and all that and even motor cars. We can avoid accident by 
proper application of brakes. Why should not this apply to railway? 
Wnen a train is stopping at a station, the railway staff ought to make 
provision for stopping signal, so that another train coming from eithor 
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dfarectiim may know that a p&rticulai train is there. These are ordinary • 
‘things and a solution of the ordinary problems will save many valuable 
lives. So I submit that Mr. Jala^iddin Hashemy should accept the 
amendment of Dr. Sanyal which has got the unqualified support oL this 
House. With these observations I support the amendment. 


Mr.,YU9UF ,ALI CHOWDHURY \ In supporting the motion 
moved*by Mr. Hashelny 1 feel it my duty to place before the House all 
that I have seen of that great tragedy that happened on that fateful 
night of the 17th. It was like a nightmare and the awfulness of the 
sight is permanently fixed in my mind’s eve. . , 

I was sleeping in a first class compartment when 1 was suddenly 
roused from my steep by some friends who wer*‘ furiously knocking at 
the door of my compartment. Hurriedly coming out I saw the engine 
on fire and heard simultaneously tin* cries and meanings of hundreds of 
human beings in great agonies coming from the front part of my 
carriage. 1 rushed towards the affected eompartments and saw in semi- 
darkness scores of human beings, some mangled out of recognition and 
others crying for help. With the help of some friends and fellow 
passengers we^ immediately started relief work. We thought of extin- 
guishing the fire first and brought it under control with the help of 
local young men who have in the meantime gathered together. 1 regret 
very much to say that up to this stage* we did not get much help from 
the station staff except from one Mr. Malik Suker who was a«crew in 
charge of railway and who worked like a demon in moving the debriH 
and removing the wounded with us. Fortunately we procured two axes 
from the neighbouring village and succeeded in saving the lives of 
many of the unfortunate injured. Could the station authorities supply 
us some such appliances, many other lives could he saved. In this way 
we worked up to 6 a.m. About that time the first aid in the persons 
of few police officer^ with some constables arrived. Immediately they 
cordoned round the damaged compartments and directed all those who 
swere rendering aid to move away. J vigorously protested and one 
officer who fortunately knew me induced his fellow' officers to allow us 
to aontinue the work. More than an hour after the urrival of the police, 
medical aid arrived for the first time. We felt all this time the extreme 
need of medical aid hut no help came. Had the medical aid and relief 
train arrived earlier, many more lives could have easily been saved. 
Before our very eyes many lives were just fading away under the 
pressure of heawt' steel pieces. We seized some properties from some 
dead bodies and on the arrival of the police we handed them over to 
them. 

One thing that struck u^all was the very leisurely way in which Jthe 
Railway authorities were dealing with the emergency. It is necessary 
when so man/ lives have been lost that a sifting enquiry be immediately 
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held into all that has happened. Negligence of Some Railway servants 
is admitted; it is therefore the greater need that responsibility should* 
be definitely fixed. f 


With these words I whole-heartedly support the resolution of 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 


Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Mr Speaker, Sir, a* twe who 
had the misfortune of travelling by train sometime after the disaster, 
I shall be able to unfold before this House 


Mr. SPEAKER: ( )i vour good fortune ! 


Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I dr: not know whether it is 
misfortune or good fortune. 

As I wus saying, I shall be able to unfold before this House facts 
which, 1 hope, «vill compel tin* lion ’hie Maharaja to accept the motion 
of my t fiend Mr Hashenn amended by Dr. Sanyal. ii lie has 
in him that human touch We arrived bv the* Shillong Mail at 
2-ttO and what did we seel' We saw on the platform about 11 
dead bodies lying uncovered — a ghastly scene which repelled everybody. 
The platform was Gained with blood and there were several dead bodies 
in the bazar nearin . There were also se\eral wounded persons who 
were not eared for, who were unattended. The most funny thing is 
that we found no rest'ue party at that time at the station One of 
the compartments was found to he sandwiched and out of it the leg of 
a human being, very likely that of a woman, was protruding. We were 
told that there were several other bodies, dead or living, within that 
compartment, but no attempt was made to extricate those bodies. We 
travelled all along from Ishurdi to Ranaghat. W<- have not found any 
adequate arrangement for food or proper drinking water. The Shillong 
Mail was made to run as an ordinary passenger train taking iD 
passengers lrom all stations. The most curious thing is that no 
attempt was made to send ini mediated \ a rescue party to Majdia Station. 
We found that policemen were drafted in every station in large 
numbers and the> were practically jammed even in the 1st and 2nd 
class compartments. We did not know for what purpose the police 
were sent to Majdia because we never found them rendering any help 
to those persons who were still alive there. , 

Now, Sir, there is another thing which struck me and which I am 
compelled io say though it may sound somewhat out of tune in to-day's 
discussion. The life of the guard was extract at that time. The dead 
body of the guard was brought in by the Assam Mail, but the dead 
body of a member of this House which was lying in the balar nearby waa 
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&Ot sent by that traip and never taken care of by any responsible 4 
person though sufficient interval had elapsed between the time of th«* 
disaster, as a result of which BirenfBabw died, and the time when we 
reached the station. We do not know why there should be this 
difference in the treatment. The station sfaff was found to be too wooden. 
They require. I*think, some nature’s touch. Otherwise we never found 
them very anxious to render any help that they could give even at that 
time. *We were told.on the platform itself that just at the time when 
the collision took place, as my honourable friend sitting over there said, 
there was a fire in the hat just by the side of the station and there was 
a large congregation of people. These people eatne to render aid to the 
dying and the dead. There were also Congress volunteers, but the 
most lamentable pud at the same time the most peculiar thing was 
that the station staff refused to allow them to <1 a the succouring. Only 
at the intercession of my honourable friend and colleague over there, 
Dr. Prafulla Ghosh and others who were travelling, these people could 
be persuaded and with their help somo relief could he given to the 
sufferer^ in that disaster. , 

Tin* him* for an enquiry is so very clear that I think the Hon’ble 
Maharaja mu$t not take his stand behind any rub* to shut out the 
mattei. 1 know, and 1 am sure the Hon’ble Maharaja also knows it 
well, that the railway administration has a peculiar way of doing things. 

It never takes into account the question of comfort of the passengers. 

It never takes timely action as in the present case. Though Ifonughat 
was so vci\ near, no timely aid was given to the, victims of the disaster. 
We found at hulf-past-two in the noon the engine was lying in the 
same condition and no attempt was being made to remove the wreckage. 
Tfie two carriages which were damaged were still lung in the same 
condition in that place, and we did not find any relief train or any 
relief part\ to clea^that line. 

Under the circumstances. 1 appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to 
s accept the motion without raising any objection, because he must 
assure the public that the life of the travelling passenger is safe, dust 
a few* minutes a« r o T was taking tea with Mr. Abdur Rauf. He was 
telling me that he was afraid to travel by tin* North Bengal train. A 
panic has been created in the minds of the people and it is time for 
the authorities and for the Government to give sufficient assuiance to 
the public that railway travelling is not so hud as we are made to think 
just now on account of so many disasters on the East Indian Railway 
and the recent disaster on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Tim Hon’ble Maharaja 9RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Cottimbajar: 

Mr. Speaker; Sir, I do not want to enter into the merits of the motion. 
While having full sympathy with the mover, the attitude which the 
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* Government would like to take in this matter, is tp forward the proceed- 
ings of the debate to the proper quarters. I hope, Sir, the House is 
aware that this is a matter in which the Provincial Government has 
practically no hand. The Railways are under the direct control of the 
Government of India and I think they would be competent to come 
to any decision they deem proper after they have gone through the 
proceedings. The charges made in the motion are extremely serious 
and that is why I gave my cohsent to its discussion on the floor tof this 
House. It is needless to say how much we are all shocked at the terrible 
nature of the accident and the many lives which were lost, including 
the lives of two honourable members of this House. It is admitted that 
in recent times railway accidents have become matters of more frequent 
occurrence. I wish it was possible to devise ways and means to prevent 
them. 

i 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister on his way to Calcutta visited 
the place of the disaster and therefore I think that the charge which 
Mr. Ilashemy iqade that no Minister visited the place falls to the 
ground. I also had the opportunity to visit the place of occurrence a 
day later. I never expected that Mr. Hashemy would raise the 
question about the sufficiency or otherwise of the medical aid given 
by the Medical College and the Campbell Medical Hospital authorities 
to the injured. The Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Medical Depart- 
ment as well as myself visited both the places and made due enquiries 
from thf patients almut the attention they were getting from the medical 
men and there was not a single (use where any complaint was made 
to us. As I have already stated, a copy of the proceedings will he 
forwarded to the Government of India for their information and for 
taking any action which they may think fit. 

The amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal to th^niotion of Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy that after the words “to make an enquiry into” 
the following words be added — 

“the circumstances connected with the recent Railway disaster at 
Majdia and” 

was then put and carried. 


The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, as amended, that 
thiB Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be imme- 
diately moved to appoint an independent committee of non-officials and 
officials not connected with Railway administration to make an enquiry 
into the circumstances connected with the,recent Railway disaster at 
Majdia and the conduct and responsibility of the Railway administra- 
tion and Railway staff immediately following the Ma)dia railway 
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diaaste/ with reference to the following among other allegations and ' 
complaints : — • 

(A) delay in providing proper fnedical and other reliefs and their 

inadequacy ; 

(B) inadeqqacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident; 

(C) failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other 
f * necessary • food articles for 'a large number of injured 

passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the 
collision and of the other trains detained in consequence for 
hours in a terribly hot day; 

« , 

(D) failure to make necessary arrangements for the comforts and 

conveniences of passengers injured and detained; 

(E) delay in sending the injured, and the dead passengers to^ 

Calcutta and in taking prompt steps to send the detained 
trains to Calcutta ; 

(F) conduct of the Railway staff following the accident; 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 445 p.rn. on Monday, the 1st of 
May, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta * 


R. O. Pp«r-llb9-4O-iaWA-e00. 
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During rainy season in Chittagong: 
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Damodar Canal Revenue Division 

Recruitments for the — : (Q.) p. 182. 
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Examination: (Q.) p. 5. 

Das, Mr. Monomohan 

Percentage of scheduled castes in 
Government offices. (Q ) p. 53 
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Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Jotes in Jalpaigun khas mahal that 
changed hands and establishment of 
agricultural farms m Western Duars 
khas mahal (Q.) p. 119. 

Police search for a leaflet "Bartaman 
Rajnaitik Sankot 0 M ussalmander 
Kartyahlm” by Mr Md. Shsanul 
Haque Effendi of Domar, Hangpur. 
(Q.) p. 92. 

Dos Gupta, 8rijut N^rendra Nath 

Floo<l in the northern part of Bakar- 
ganj <Q.) p. 31. 
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val”. (Q.) p. 42. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1939. pp. ty-M. 
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and Laksham*pol ice-stations, Tippera: 
<Q.) P. 124. 

Debt Sot t lament Board 

Kalupania, Noakhalr. (Q.) # p. 118. 

Number V — in police-station Itna, 
My men singh : (Q.) p. 115. 


Dsputy Coliootora 

Nominations for promotion o& Sob* 
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<Q.) P. 57. 
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lo clerks with regard to casual leave in 
Secretariat and attached offices: 
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p. 128. 

• Distress 
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Of the flood-striken people of char 
areas in several unions in Mymen- 
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District Board Election, Malda: (Q.) 

33. 
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Regarding Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
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Act by Constituent Assembly: pp. 
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Dolul, Mr. Harendra Nath 

Government subsidy to the Bengal 
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Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Replacement of Government of India 
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Eden Canal 

And certain other Canal Revenue Divi- 
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During 1937-38 and 1938-39. (Q.) p. 
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[Vol. LlYfNo. 8. 

t 

' Exolee Servloe, Bengal 

Recruitment to — : (Q.) p. H. 
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Abolition of primary girls’ schools: 
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Promotion of scheduled castes officers 
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Scheme for spending grllnt of five lakhs 
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Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 24. 



INDEX. 


*8 


Vol\lIV-No. 6.] 

♦ * 

Faxtur Rahman, Mr, 
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Of five lak^B of rupees, Scheme for 
spending — for the scheduled castes: 
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Establishment of Special Boards for 
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munities in the — : (Q.) p. 30. 
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Construction of a model village at — : 
<Q.) p. 100. 
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Of Imperial, Provincial and Subordi- 
nate Services in Bengal: (Q.) p. 95. 
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Kala-azar 

Measures against malaria, — , etc., in 
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Debt Settlement Board, Noakhali: 
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Post of Director of — . (Q.) p. 41. 
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Rate of — in Burdwan (Q.) p. 13. 
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Examination: (Q.) p .> 
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Special motion regarding Majdia Rail- 
way Disaster pp. 220-221. 

*Malarifl 

Measures against kala-asar, etc., in 
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Malda District Board Elaotlont (Q.) p. 
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Damages* to crops during rainy season 
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Majdia* Railway Disaster 
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Expenditure on account of inidwivea 
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and 1938-39) : (Q.) p. 96. 

Measure 
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Adjournment — regarding Railway 

disaster at Majdia p. 185. 

Special — regarding Majdia Railway 
disaster, pp. 20A-223. 

Mozzammel Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casual leave in Secretariat 
and attached offices: (Q.l p. 36. 
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Gambling within Pakundia police- 
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Office of — at Tajgaou, Dacca: (Q.) p. 

45. * 
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Eden Canal and Certain other Califfl 
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Appointment of « Co-operative Inspec- 
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Tippera: (Q.) p. 129. 

Government subsidy to the Bengal 
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Kalupania Debt Settlement Board, 
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(Q.) p. 115. 
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in — : (Q.) p. 46. 

* * 
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<Q.) p. 19. 

Noakhatl 
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etc., in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 102. 
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Mymensingb: (Q.) p. 24. 

Flood in tbe northern part of Bakar- 
ganj : (<J.) p. 35. 

Jotei in Jalpaiguri kha§ mahal that 
changed hands and establishment of 
agricultural farms in Western Duars . 
kbas mahal: (Q.) p. 120. 

Post of Director of Land Records: 
(Q.) P- 41. 

Rate of land revenue ’in Burdwan: 

(Q.) p. 13. 

Reduction of rents in khat mahal t 
particularly in the Noabad taluk t in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 20. 

Representation by persons of Bhi tar- 
bund Union, Rangpur, for non- 
acceptance *nf rents by certain 
semindars: (Q.) p. 19. 

Suicidal death of Ratikanta Mandal of 
Krjshnapur, l^ohagara Union: (Q.) 

p. 126. 


Roy, Mr. Ohananjoy 

Appointment of Jute Overseers: (Q.) 
p. 9. 

Dacca-Aricha Road; (Q.) p. 45. 

Promotion of scheduled castes officers 
of Education Department: (Q.) p. 
32. 


Rey, Mr. Kamil Krishna 

Special meeting of Bankura Sadar 
Local Board: (Q.) p. 111. 

fUy, Mr. Klron Sankar 

i 

Reduction of pay for new entrants to 
Indian Civil Service: p, 143. 


9*nya«, Dr. Mallnakalia' ^ 

Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938,, ’ 
# as wnended by the Bengal Legist 
lative Council: pp. 186-187. * 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) BQL 
1939: pp. 63-65. 

Point of order regarding CalcuttW"^ 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 1938: 

pp. 60-61. * * 

Poia$ of order regarding Government 
Resolution under section 103 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935: ppt 
194-198. 

Replacement of Government of Indie 
Act by Constituent Assembly: pp^ 

159-161. ** 

Special Motion regarding Majdia 
way Disaster: pp. 211-215, 217-219- 


Sanyai, Mr. Basanka 8ekhar 

Adjournment Motion regarding public- 
speeches delivered by # Hon’ble Chief 
Minister: (Q.) p. 129. 


Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 

Bus fares in certain mufassal areas: 

(Q.) p. 36. 


Barkar, the Hon’bls Mr. Nalinl Ran|an « 

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casuaL leave in Secretariat 
and attached dmces: (Q.) p. 36. 

Discontinuation t of duty on electrical 
energy: pp. 147-148. 

Enquiry Committees (during 1937-38 
and 1938-39) : <Q.) p. 96. 

Treasury Officers and Sub-Treasury 
Poddars: (Q.) p. 18. 


Soheduied castes 

Scheme for spending grant ef five lakh* 
of rupees for the—: (Q.) p. 184. 

In Government offi ces . Percentage o i 

— : <9-) P- 53. 

Officers. Promotion of— of Education 
Department: (Q.) p. SB. 
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* for spending grant of *five lakhs of 
rupees for the Scheduled Castes: 
<Q4 P. 184. 

To drain out Barachouka area, Midna- 
pore: (Q.) p. 109. 


Search 

#• % 

( \f the Districts Congress “Proja 
Office” at R^ngpnr: (Q.) p. 89* 


Secretariat andattached offices 

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casual leave in — : (Q.) p. 

36. 


Speaker, Mr. (Me Hta*Mt Kkas Mhk 
Ur m. Uni Hum, «!«.). OUtr~ 
mflMM U4 th-eo^d. * 

On Adjournment Motion regarding. 
Hon’ble Chief Minister’e public 
speech: pp. 131, 132, 134, 136. 
Regarding ’ the order in which Govern- 
# ment Bills would be taken up: p. 61. 
f Special Resolutions: pp. 1&2-193. 


Speolal Beards 

Establishment of — for Co-operative- 

Central Banka in Tippera; (Qv) p.. 


Htftfi 

Free distribution of — to union boards- 
(Q.) p. 116. 


Special masting 

•Of the Bankura Sadar Local Board 

(Q-) P. in. , 


Serajganj # 

Islamic Interm^liate College, Madras- 
sah. Grant to the — (Q.) p. 101. 

Servioes In Bengal 

Holders of Imperial, Provincial and 
Subordinate — : (Q.) p. 96. 

Settlement of debts 

Petitions filed for — : (Q.) p. 121. 


Speolal Motion 

Regarding Majdia Railway Disaster: 

pp. 192-193, B06-223. 

Staff 

Of the* Official Receiver, High Court,. 
Calrutta: (Q.) p. 26. 

Sub-Deputy Collectors 


Shifting 

I 

Of Court of Commissioner, Work- 
men’s Compensation; (Q.) p. 47. 

Silting up 

Of •the Amirganj (hal: (Q.) p. 56. 

• 

Speaker, Mr. (the Hon’ble Khan Baha- 
dur M. Ailtul Hague, C.I.I.). 

Obeervatlens ggtf Rulings ef 

Adjournment mo^on regarding Rail- 
way Disaster at Majdia: p. 186. 

On the Point of Order raised by 
Dr. Nalinaksh* Sanya! regarding 
Government Resolution undej section 
103 of the Government of India Act, 
1036: p. 191 


Nominations for promotion of — to posts 
of Deputy Collectors: (Q.) p. 67. 


Subsidy 

Government— to the Bengal Provincial 
Co-operative Bank: (Q.) p. 87. 


Sub-Treasury Offioers and Treasury' 
ffeddarsi (Q.) p. 18. 

Su hr a w a rdy, ths Hen* Me Mr, H. S* 

Conciliation officers for labour ilispatee 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 44. *, * 

National electrification scheme: (Q> 
p. 7. 




Of R*tik*»ta Mandal of Krisbnapur, 
Lohagar* Union: (Q.)’p. 126- f 


T*Jf*on, Dftooa 

( Office of the Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrar at — : (<^.) p. 45. 

Tatar* Excise shop In Bsgr* district: 

<Q.) p. 175. 

« 

« 

TamliudcHn Khan, the Hon'bls Mr. 

Apppintment of Jute Overseers: (Q.> 
p. 10. 

0 

Appointments under the Director of 
Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937: 
(Q.) P- 128. 

Committee to enquire into financial 
administration and working of 
College Hospitals: pp. 158-166. 

Expenditure w on account of midwives 
find nurses in towns of Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 31. «' 

Fees for X-ray examination in Dacca 
Mitford Hospital. (Q.) p. 3. 

Free distribution of seeds to union 
boards: (Q.) p. 116. 

Measures against malaria, kala-aaar, 
etc., m Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 102. 

Mompur Agricultural Farm, Dacca: 
<Q.) p. 15. 

Mjmensingli District Agricultural 
Farm: (Q.) p. 99. 

Rising of price of paddy: (Q.) p. 102. 


# TrMB* polite nmUMp Inm p^nt Ally 

Reduction in*the number of — : (Q.) p.* 

49.*' 

< 

Union Board(s) > 

Election of — of Chandina and 
police-stations, Tippera; ► (Q.) p. 
.124. • . 

Free distribution df seeds to — : (<£) 

p. 116. ' | 

Sukhari. Election of members on the 
— , Netrokona, Mymensingh : (Q.) 

p. 27. 

Vlllmgs 

Construction of a model — at Haduatala, 
Malda: (Q.) p. 100. 

Western Duars Khas Mahal 

Establishment of agricultural farms in 

- (Q.) p. lft. f 

Workmen's Compensation 

Shifting of Court of Commissioner — : 
(Q.) p. 47. 


Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Special motion regarding Majdia Rail- 
way Disaster: pp. 219-220. 

Zkman, Mr. A. Si. A. 

Conciliation officers for labour disputes 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 43. 

Holders of Imperial, Provincial and 
Subordinate Ses vices in Bengal; 
(Q.) p. 95. 
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